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How do you feel about Canada losing to the U.S las

Sunday, and their overall performance in ice hockeynabis college

during these Olympics?

PHOTOGRAPHEINDCOMPILED B TOM CARDOSO

Gar

2nd Year Chemical Engineering,

OCanada was doing really well until they hiQ¥heidnOt watch the ?ame, actually. | dor@®@&nadians aré probabIP/ ashamed. In a timesuch as those suffering from cancer.
eel the need to justifin practice, said lecturer and Detroit

United States, but t

ey beat Germany so |@mtch the Olympics,

Hadia

4th Year Criminology,

élést hear the signiBaekibg in real wars, we

Ben

1st Year History and Philsophy,

really happy about thatO. news during the 10-0Oclock broadcast.Cnationalism through arbitrary games, and | thigi
we just lost a OwarO with the States.O

Rta Ton Elizabeth

2nd Year History, o 1st Year Life Sci _ ) 1st.Year Cinema Studies, i

OCanadians are Iacklngi]m_otlvatlon and @kyonOt know, 10m, not really into hockeX@m crushed that they lost. | might have

should regIIY (t)ry to pull their act together and crle"déOveraII, though, I'think theyQOre doi

win a medal. well.

DAVID PIKE

Hundreds have graduated from Med
Grow Cannabis College, founded in
November 2009 in Detroit, Michigan.

OMedical marijuana has the po-
tential to become probably a billion-
dollar industry in Michigan,0O said
Nick Tennant, the school's 24-year-
old founder. Tennant said attitudes
towards marijuana are changing
in Detroit due to troubled Pnancial
conditions.

Michigan is one of 14 states with
medical marijuana laws. The 2008
Medical Marijuana Act allows
caregivers to care for up to bve
registered patients, at a rate of 12
plants and 70 grams (2.5 ounces)
per patient.

In theory, the marijuana is in -
tended strictly for the sick patients,

rney Mathew Abel, OAnybody
who smokes pot and doesnOt have a
medical marijuana card at this point

is just an idiot.O

NRYANTWYK

Source: Healthzone.ca

School shooting leaves #ys teks

injured

A gunman with a hunting riRe shot
at students in a Denver middle
school parking lot on Wednesday,
injuring two before a teacher tack -
led him to the ground.

Bruco Strong Eagle Eastwood, 32
years old, has been identiPed as the
shooter. Police are unsure of East -

00dOs motives, but revealed he

d an arrest record for domestic
abuse, assault, and driving under
the inBuence.

Both students survived the at -
tack. One has been released and the
other is recovering in hospital.

Math teacher David Benke, a
6-foot-5 former basketball player,
was monitoring the parking lot when

OFNC® CONTINUED FROM

of four elders, six technical experts,
and one member outside Saskatch -
ewan. Of the elders, there must be
two men and two women represent -
ing each indigenous group found in
Saskatchewan.

FNUC has been accused of Pnan
cial mismanagement for some time. A
Dec. 9 ruling charged former VP aca-
demics Wes Stevenson for fraud over
$5,000. Former CFO Murray Wester
lund issued a report in November
2009 alleging hundreds of thousands
of dollars were misspent. Westerlund
left the position in December and has
since pbled a wrongful dismissal suit.

For the time being, FNUC will be

news@thevarsity.ca

he heard a loud noise. Spotting the
gunman, Benke pinned the shooter
with the help of another teacher on
the scene.

OHe bgured out that he wasnOt go
ing to be able to get another round
chambered before | got to him, so he
dropped the gun, and then we were
kind of struggling around trying to
get him subdued,O said Benke.

Eastwood had a court appearance
Wednesday and could face up to two
counts of attempted murder.

NT IM LEGALT
Source: BBC News

GovOt funding for elite athlete

disappear@igenpics

Canada0s athletics training program,
Own the Podium, may become
strapped for cash. The federal gov -
ernment has indicated that it will not
chip in to bll the $11-million funding
gap that will arise after the Olympic
Winter Games end.

According to sports minister Gary
Lunn, instead of federal support, Ot -
tawa will appeal to Canadian com -

donors for money.
nOT just always reach to
government and say OOh, itOs your
problem, 00 said Lunn.

Own the Podium launched in 2005
to help Canada become a top medal
contender for the Vancouver Olym -
pics. Ottawa covered half of the pro -
gramOs annual $22 million operating
cost. The other half came from pro -
vincial governments and corpora -
tions, most of which is expected to
disappear following the end of the
2010 Olympics.

Ol can honestly say that | would
not have this [gold medal] in my
hand without the Own the Podium
program,O said Canadian ice dancer
Soctt Moir, who along with his part -
ner Tessa Virtue won a gold medal
last Tuesday. NTL
Source: The Globe and Mail

@ by the University of Regina at the
instruction of the provincial govern -
ment of Saskatchewan. An interim
board has been established as a
working group discusses the future of
the university.

Leaders of the Federation of the
Saskatchewan Indian Nations plan
to meet and discuss the report on
March 8 in Saskatoon. According
to federation leaders, chiefs will be
asked to ratify the report so that they
will be able to receive $2 million from
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada,
which has been withheld.

OOnce the chiefs ratify the re-
port a new level of stability will be
achieved,0 said Chief Guy Lonechild
in a news release.

OBRUNGD CONTINUED FROM P®(ring Beauregardds funeral, there

remained problematic and criticized
the ConservativesO March 1 deadline
for opposition parties to respond to
the appointment.

Call for resignation

Former president RZmy Beauregard
died of a heart attack the day afteratu -
multuous board of directors meeting
on Jan. 7 where two board members
resigned and another was dismissed.
Beauregard had reportedly clashed
with Braun over a review of Beau -
regardOs performance as president.
Beauregard was not told about the
review, and obtained a copy only after
pbling a freedom of information request
with the Privy Council Ofpce. In an op-
ed in the National Post, Braun and sev -
eral other senior members said large
sums of money being dispensed from
the presidentOs discretionary funds
was one of the reasons for the review.

was a break-in at the organizationOs
Montreal ofbce and two laptops were
stolen, including one belonging to a
media liaison, according to the Globe
and Mail. After BeauregardOs death, all
47 staff members submitted a petition
calling for the resignation of Braun
and several other senior bgures at
Rights and Democracy. The letter ac -
cused board members of malicious
harassment against Beauregard.

The Globe also reported that three
staff members who the board had
perceived as leaders of the staff re -
volt had been dismissed with pay
shortly after and Braun instructed
others not to speak to media without
written approval.

In a brief interview at UTM, Braun
took exception to criticisms from for -
mer board members that he had mis -
handled BeauregardOs performance
review. He maintained that the organi -
zationOs bylaws dictated that the per -

formance review should go directly
to the Privy Council Ofbce. According
to Braun, the board offered to meet
with Beauregard before and after they
submitted the review, but Beauregard
said he didnOt have time.

Dispute over Israel
Board members recently appointed
by the Conservative government have
been accused of a pro-Israel bias. At
the Jan. 7 meeting, the board voted
to repudiate three grants to Middle
East organizations whose activities it
viewed as suspect. Beauregard voted
in favour of the motions. OPeople have
to be very careful that they deal in fact
not myth,O said Braun, defending his
actions from what he said was unfair
media coverage of the controversy.
OBeauregard said OWe made a mistake
in granting these. We should have
done our homework betterOO

But according to an inside source
who spoke on condition of anonymity,

Beauregard actually changed his
vote in order to avoid what he saw
as an unnecessary confrontation
with Braun and the board majority,
who he felt were intent on seeing the
loans repudiated.

Oln the case of BOTselem [one of the
groups whose funding was repudi -
ated], we found that they were a very
biased organization, they were not
impartial, they were very one-sided,0
Braun said. The other two organiza -
tions, al-Haq and al-Mezan, were Otox
icO and had links to terrorist groups.

Sarit Michaeli, a spokesperson for
BOTselem, said that BraunOs charac
terization of BOTselem is wrong and
that the organization is well respected
in Israel. OWe were outraged to read
quotes in the press in which some
members of the board referred to

profound even offensive ignorance
about BOTselemOs work and its role in
Israeli society.O

What now?
Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence
Cannon nominated Latulippe as the
new president on Tuesday, calling him
Othe ideal candidate to return Rights
and Democracy to the promotion of
Canadian values of freedom, democra -
cy, human rights, and the rule of law.0

A spokesperson for the Foreign
Ministry declined to say if it was
considering taking any action on
the staff petition, beyond support-
ing a forensic audit of Rights and
DemocracyOs bnances by a private
Prm hired by the board.

Braun said he supported Latu-
lippe as the new president and that

BOTselem as a Oquestionabled organiza the board is primarily concerned

tion and Olsraeli in name only,0O wrote
Michaeli in an email. OAssuming these
statements are accurate, they reveal

with ensuring transparency and
accountability in how the group
spends taxpayer money.
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of Human Rights, U.N. Secu
rity Council Resolutions 242
and 338, and U.N. General
Assembly Resolution 194.
Our opponents essentially
argue for a type of Israeli
exceptionalism to these
laws. While we view this
argument as peculiar, some
members of the campus
may Pnd it worth consider-
ing. Thus, IAW generates
campus conversation about
human rights and the appli-
cation of international law.
Some may point out na-
tions including Sudan and
Iran also have poor human
rights records, so why sin-
gle out Israel? We respond
that Western nations have
an intimate relationship
with Israel that makes us
more directly responsible,
and gives us greater lever-
age. We can all sign peti-
tions demanding Sudan
stop the genocide, but the
unfortunate truth is Canada
has little leverage over Su-
dan; the situation is differ-
ent with Israel.
Another false and vicious
claim is that IAW and the BDS campaign
are anti Semitic. This maladroit campaign
reached a recent crescendo in the non-
governmental Canadian Parliamentary
Coalition to Combat Anti-Semitism. At
SAIA, we feel the CPCCA only follows evi-
dence that supports its agenda, while ig-
noring that paints a very different picture.
However, even cherry-picking evidence

wonOt support CPCCAOs conclusions. Rob-

ert Steiner, Assistant VP of strategic com-
munications at U of T, stated at a CPCCA
hearing on Nov. 24 that, OThere is no evi-
dence of generalized anti-Semitism on U
of TOs campuses. There is no evidence of
Jewish students being systemically ha-
rassed and intimidated on our campuses.O

VARSCOMMENT

IAW represents an exercise of free
speech rights protected by Canadian
law and campus rules. Furthermore, 1AW
brings a compelling discussion to cam-
pus. Our opponents have tried to dismiss
IAW as OirrelevantO on the one hand, and
yet, on the other, as a grave threat worthy
of the attention of 22 Canadian Parliamen-
tarians. This obvious contradiction repre-
sents the difpculty our opposition has had
in Pnding a reasonable argument against
our campaign.

Savannah S. Garmon is a member of
Students Against Israeli Apartheid

comment@thevarsity.ca

ardently oppose the settle -
ments? How settler leaders
manipulate the state to further
their interests? Where is the at -
tempted engagement with the
mainstream Jewish communi -
tyNwhich sees Israel as a cul -
tural homelandNto bPnd com -
mon grounds? Where is the
recognition of the evictions of
Jewish Arabs from all over the
Arab world, destroying thou -
sand-year-old-communities?
The apartheid label and the
accompanying tropesNwhile
a rich sensationalist market -
ing strategyNdistances people
like myself who see Israel as a
complex summation of unique
forces (Haredi, Sephardis, Ar -
abs, Russians, peace activists,
settler activists, religious Zion-
ists, secular Zionists) all pulling
in different directions.

| believe in the process of
democratic engagement, edu -
cation, reform, NGO work,
and yes, political pressure
to help make Israel a bet-
ter place. And | believe in
dialogue among those with a
stake in the conRict to reach
compromises, to better un-
derstand each other and our -
selves. Seeds of Peace, for

CRISTINA DEADRDA

OANTEDCONTINUED FROM PG 3 example, brings together Israeli and Pales-

same. They are reaching out to one group of
people.O He also feels that while IAW has an
important message, BDS can enter slippery
territory. Ol think that boycotting a product
because it is Israeli is not the same as boycot-
ting an Israeli human being.O

But what makes IAW so difpcult for me to ac -
cept is the utter lack of attention paid to the
many other ways to understand the conRict,
and to the diversity of Israeli and Jewish nar -
ratives in particular. Where is the understand -
ing that when Jews created Israel, they came
from a world of deep hatred and persecution,
attempting to build an idealistic socialist en -
terprise? That many Zionist Jews and Israelis

tinian youth to a summer camp for just that
purpose.

Most of all, | believe mainstream lIsraelis
and Palestinians are supportive of a peace -
ful and just two-state solution, but they are
scared of irrational hatred and violence.
We can help conbrm these suspicions at
divisive events such as IAW, or we can try
to build bridges. If you want a two-state so-
lution, if you want to help the Israelis and
Palestinians who live there today, letOs talk.

Asher Greenberg was formerly involved in
Israeli advocacy, and now works to improve
Jewish/Arab dialogue.

Monday, March 1, 7pm
Five Years Since the BDS Call - Celebrating Our Success

Location: Ryerson University, Ted Rogers School of Management, TRS 1t
55 Dundas St. West

S

Tuesday, March 2, 7pm
Fighting Racism, Fighting Apartheid
Location: OISE Auditorium, 252 Bloor St. West

Wednesday, March 3, 7pm
OPlanning® Apartheid: Environment, Architecture, and Colonialism
Location: Medical Sciences Building, Auditorium, 1 KingOs College Circle

e

Thursday, March 4, 7pm:
Coming Out Against Apartheid: Queer Solidarity Activism
Location: OISE Auditorium, 252 Bloor St. West

Friday, March 5, 7pm
National Liberation: From Turtle Island to Palestine
Location: Library Building, Ryerson University LIB072, 350 Victoria Street

e e

Saturday, March 6, 9pm
ISR NVRRRRATE BN EFKE ERoronto)

PRESENTS; /W KW &KZ W > ~d/E
FEATURING

Z E t/d ,U d,

The Blue Moon Pub

725 Queen St. E. (at Broadview)

Doors Open: 9 pm

Tickets $10 in advance, $12 at the door
(tickets will be availabe during IAW events)

tKEd "dKW Zd/>
E zZz/z*d E >K >

Israeli Apartheid Week is organized by Students Against Israeli Apartheid
(SAIA-UofT), a working group of OPIRG-UofT, and Students Against Israeli Apartheid
(SAIA-York)
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Olympic athletes pushed to n

VARBYSCENE

dangerous levels

MERSIHA GADZ@akes a

look at the science behind

the Winter Olympics

he Winter Olympic Games have changed

drastically since their start in 1924. They have
evolved to become faster, higher, and more dan -
gerous than ever before. Advances in equipment
and technology, along with a younger audience
that has grown up watching the X- Games, have
pushed the limits to beyond what is considered
safe. Today, athletes have to train harder than
ever in order to win their medals and still come
out alive. Greg Wells, a scientist specializing in
extreme human physiology, explains the science
behind the Olympics and human performance.

Biathlon

Biathlon is brutal because each half of the sport
has opposite effects on the body. The brstpartcon -
sists of intense cross-country skiing. This raises
the heartbeat up to 200 beats per minute, which is
beyond the maximum for most of us.

For the second part, the athlete must suddenly
stop, drop, aim, and pre. Yet to be a good shooter,
they have to stay perfectly still, which means con -
trolling their breathing. The heart rate hasto low  er
drastically; normally it takes three to bve minutes
but biathletes only have 20 seconds. Their wild
swings in heart rate are similar to that of cheetahs

The heart pumps oxygen into the muscles
as fast as it can and the hard-working muscles
cause a build-up of lactic acid which makes the
muscles burn. While their bodies are burning in
pain, biathletes have to slow down and deepen
their breathing.

Luge, Skeleton, Bobsleigh

The Whistler sliding track is the fastest in the

world. Male skeleton athletes reach 148 km/h and
bobsleighs can break 160 km/h. It might seem like
fun and easy work on TV, but in reality the muscles

in the athletesO shoulders, feet, and hands are con-
stantly steering. On top of that, because of these
fast speeds, one wrong move can ruin everything.

The effect of G-force (force of gravity that pushes
onto the body during the turns) is tough on these
athletes. In Whistler, the G-forces are bve to six
times the gravity we feel on earth. AthletesO heads
can weigh up to 40 kilograms, and a 200-pound
athlete will feel like 1,200 pounds during the turn s.
During high-speed turns, itOs normal for athletes t o
have blurred vision and difbculty concentrating.
There are also vibrations which cause hearing loss,
decreased muscle control, and muscle fatigue.

For these sliding sports, muscles create an
enormous amount of power in a short time. Ath -
letes develop Ofast-twitchO muscle bbres, which
are thicker and stronger than the common Oslow-
twitchO Pbres. Regular folks have 40 per cent fast-
twitch muscle, whereas sliding athletes have up
to 80 per cent!

Moguls

Few sports infBict more pain than moguls, with
most of the pain concentrated on the knee joint.
Mogul skier quads increase by at least half in or -

ALEX NURSALL

der to protect their knees from tearing apart. Thei r
knees absorb the impact like shock absorbers
when driving over the bumps. When a skier hits
a Okicker,0 the feeling is similar to jumping off of
a two-storey building twice, seconds apart. Two
thousand pounds of pressure compresses each
knee joint when the athlete reaches the ground.

OSixty moguls, two killer jumps, and a 30-degree
slope of ice-packed snow. The human body wasnOt
designed for this,0 Wells comments.

Halfpipe Snowboard

At 22-feet-high, the new halfpipe in Whistler is th e
biggest ever. Snowboarders need to have strong
physical skills in order to pull off spectacular
tricks. They try to pick up as much speed as pos -
sible because the faster they go, the more air they
getwhen theyOre thrown off the edge. Yet, again, be-
cause of G-forces, speed has an effect on the body
as they hit the next wall. It can make you feel lik e
youQre being crushed into the wall. The faster the
snowboarders are, the harder theyOll have to bght
against this with their strong leg, core, and back
muscles. Core strength stability, muscle power,
Rexibility, and balance are key.

New vaccine candidates found to co

PHGEBE UGUY

A new study by University of Toronto researchers
has produced important Pndings on the control of
HIV progression using new vaccine candidates.

The study, lead by Professor Kelly MacDonald of
Mount Sinai Hospital and the Department of Medi -
cine at U of T, looks at the effects of two vaccine
candidates, Delta 5 and Delta 6, on the progression
of simian immunodebciency virus, the Omonkey ver -
sionO of HIV. The two vaccine candidates, developed
in conjunction with Dr. Mark Wainberg of McGill
University, are weakened forms of the HIV virus tha t
contain only the structural proteins.

The initial testing of these weakened viruses on
monkeys, however, produced unsatisfactory results.
OWe were disappointed,O0 MacDonald states, Obe
cause after we gave the monkeys these viruses we
couldn®t bnd any ongoing evidence of replication,
and we couldnOt measure their viral load at all.O

OThe brst thought we had was that they didnOt
even replicate, that there was no effect,O continue s
MacDonald, Obut when we actually measured the im -
mune response in the monkeys against them we saw
that their immune systems had made a very weak
response to the proteins.O

MacDonald and team were unimpressed with
these initial results and decided to package these
weakened viruses as DNA immunizations, to see if
it would be able to give an immune response that
had a more signibcant protective value. They con -
ducted these tests on monkeys again, giving them
the weakened viruses as DNA vaccines. This time
they received more encouraging results.

ScientiPc associate David Willer, who is also work -

ing on the project, explains, OWe had two vaccine
candidates that we were looking at and comparing
to control animals. In one of the vaccine groups we
had 100 per cent of the animals starting to control
their viral load. In the other vaccine candidate gr  oup
we had half of the animals control their viral load. O

This was quite an accomplishment for the project.
Looking at those results alone, 75 per centof the a ni-
mals that were vaccinated, although they ultimately
became infected, were able to control their viral|  oad
and maintain their immune status. OSomething in
the immune response that we elicited with our vac -
cines helped these animals maintain a more healthy
disease and otherwise keep their disease in check
for longer,O Willer states.

OThis really was unexpected,0 MacDonald says.

OWe were expecting that if the vaccine were to
have any benept, it would prevent infection. But
where the vaccine did have its benebt was that
these animals were infected but they did not show
any signs of disease. The virus was there, but they
were perfectly healthy.O

These weakened viruses as vaccines draws on
the principle of triggering natural immunity to con -
trol HIV progression, something that is seen within
the HIV-infected population. Five per cent of people
who get infected with HIV are able to live quite we 1,
keep their virus completely suppressed, and donOt
require anti-viral drugs. OAlso, 75 per cent of the
monkeys that we tested were exhibiting this abil -
ity to control HIV progression, so we were quite
amazed,0 says MacDonald.

Willer also details how the HIV vaccine project is
different from most vaccine approaches being re -
searched and under trials at the moment. Most tri -

als now rely on adenoviruses or pox viruses as the
mechanism of delivery for the vaccine itself. With
these viruses there is only a Pnite time in whicht he
delivery mechanism presents an antigen (needed to
stimulate antibody production in your body) before
theyOre completely cleared by the immune response.
Willer explains that unlike current ongoing vaccine
trials, his team mainly uses the Herpes viruses as
the delivery mechanism.

OThe biology of Herpes viruses is such that they
get into your system, but they remain in a latent
phase and every now and again they reactivate.
They are able to potentially provide antigen pre -
sentation periodically throughout the life of the in -
dividual, and boosting the immune response every
time they do so.0 This unique characteristic of the
Herpes viruses then provides a continuous immune
response for the individual.

Olnstead of a one-shot deal, which is the case with
using adenoviruses or pox viruses,O Willer contin -
ues, Oour approach hopes to take advantage of Her-
pes virus biology and provide more of a long-lived,
durable immune response.0

Professor MacDonald and her group made many
signibcant bndings through this project, but there
is still a lot of work ahead of them. OThese virus -
es infect people differently at different levels, s o
thereOs still a lot of tinkering that you need to d 0,0
MacDonald says.

MacDonald and her group are currently pre -
paring a team grant for future work on this proj -
ect. This grant will seek to expand the project by
bringing into the HIV vaccine area the expertise of
other scientists at the university who are working
in similar Pelds.
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Neuroeconomics

hese days, it seems like thereOs a Oneu

ro-O for just about everything. From eth -
ics to aesthetics to law, the brain buffs have
managed to inPltrate the ranks wherever
they go. And economics is no exception.
The Peld of neuroeconomics incorporates
methods from neuroscience, psychology,
and economics to study what happens in
the brain during everyday economic deci -
sion-making. Apparently, thereOs a lot going
on in there.

A typical neuroeconomics experiment
involves asking participants to make a va -
riety of economic decisions, particularly in
a gambling situation. While this occurs, the
experimenter measures brain activity using
functional neuroimaging techniques, like
fMRI. For example, a participant might be
asked, OWould you rather have 45 cents, or
take a gamble with a 50-50 chance of getting
$1 and 50-50 chance of getting nothing?O As
the experiment continues, the parameters
of the game are changed: OWhat if you could
have 43 cents? What about 47 cents?O

Findings from these studies have shown
that emotion is intimately involved in eco -
nomic decision-making. In other words, our
emotional response to gains and losses tend
to shape our decisions. Scientists have pin -
pointed the brain areas involved in regret
by measuring brain activity in participants
who make incorrect and costly decisions
while playing economic decision games.
These participants showed increased ac
tivity in the amygdala, an area traditionally
associated with fear, and in the orbitofron
tal cortex, which is linked with emotion, re
ward, and decision-making.

Other studies have shown that the ante
rior cingulate cortex, which is thought to be
involved in error detection and emotional
modulation, activates when participants
change their playing strategy in the face
of reduced rewards. A participant with a
damaged ACC makes more errors and fails
to switch strategies. The researchers sug -
gested that these participants might not be
fully experiencing the disappointment ofre -
duced reward, and therefore miss the signal
to change their tactics for playing the game.

Work in neuroeconomics provides new

ingights intog emgtiony hugpan deci-
¢ s differe '
is\ghOt t t(
time psychology has made its rk in

tterg§. B

economics. The 2002 Nobel Prize in Eco-
nomics was awarded to two psychologists
for their work in decision-making under
uncertainty. As it turns out, according to
Kahneman and Smith, we arenOt so ratio-
nal after allNespecially when it comes to
numbers and probabilities.

Their work showed that we usually
make use of mental short cuts called
OheuristicsO to reach conclusions. While
heuristics are great for making our men -
tal processes quicker and more efbcient,
they can also lead us to make system -
atic errors in our decisions. Kahneman
and SmithOs work made a sizeable dent
in economic theory, which until recently
assumed that humans consistently make
rational decisions about money.

But while brain science can teach us
about how we reason in economic situa -
tions, itOs also being used to bnd the best
strategies for making us buy, thanks to the
emerging Peld of neuromarketing. Neuro -
marketing looks at consumersO cognitive
and emotional responses to ads and pro-
motions using functional neuroimaging.
Researchers study participantsO brain
activity in response to marketing stimuli
in order to learn how consumers reason
about what to buy, and what elements of
ads they respond to best. Ad designers
than use the Pndings to target positive
neural responses in consumers. And the
dollars are dished out accordingly.

Thanks to these brain scientists, it looks
like money isnOt so simple after all.

O
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Going loopy for C

Guitarist Ted Stevens speaks about the rouglsadelte@feek

arts@thevarsity.ca

labels, but any transition wouldnOt be
simple for the band. So their latest
album, 20090s Mama IOm Swollen, was
released on their traditional label.

Many Canadian bands, including
Land of Talk and Tokyo Police Club,
have recently signed on to Saddle
Creek and Stevens is interested in
this development.

OThere seems to be a lot of great
music coming out of Toronto and
Montreal,0 he says. OA highlight of
our last tour was an outdoor show
we played in Montreal. | debnitely
want to go back there, and spend
more time in Toronto.O

Not like the way it is now with iTunes
and ble sharing. WeQOre bghting hard
to keep albums important. We create
our own little worlds.O

The brst Cursive project in which
Stevens took part was Domestica, a
concept album chronicling the break -
down of a young coupleOs marriage.

Olt blew my mind with DomesticaN
we became a band that was actually
selling ticketsNso to follow up with
one that surpassed all that was cra -
zy.O Their next album was the gothic,
fairy-tale inspired The Ugly Organ,
which included accompaniment from
New York cellist Gretta Cohn and fea -
tured hit song OArt is Hard.O

These days, Cursive is known for
their decidedly antagonistic sound:
OWe were all brought up Catholic in a
small town in the middle of the coun -

Cursive is linked just as closely to the
Saddle Creek community. Stevens
has strong opinions about this par -
ticular connection.

OOriginally, [Saddle Creek] was de-
signed to be a communal thing that
we all shared a part of. Those were
naive dreams. Bright Eyes was the
brst band to sell lots of records, and
that was when it became obvious
that each musician had to work on
their own thing. We needed a CEO to
run major operations. It then broke
off from the community aspect.O

OThe sense of community is still
there, but the label, family, and bands
are not the same as they once were.
We have had to set up a new business
model, instead of this utopian all-for-
one mentality.

SHAJNA C. KEDY Wait, theyOll be spending time here next
week! Cursive plays the Phoenix on

March 6.

Kasher started punk rock band
Cursive with his childhood friend

Bright Eyes fans may be familiar with Matt McGinn. Two albums later, the

homegrown Omaha record label
Saddle Creek. Formed in the mid-
nineties, the label has shown perce
ties with its hometown and the Uni -
versity of Nebraska. It was there that
Bright EyesO sometime member Mike
Mogis became better friends with fu -
ture Cursive member Ted Stevens.

OHe lived in the dorm a couple
Roors below me,O recalled Stevens
in an interview last week. Mogis and
Stevens went on to form the band Lul -
laby for the Working Class.

It was also around this time that

original Cursive split up, and Kasher
moved to Oregon with his new wife.
But when KasherOs marriage fell apart
and he realized it wouldnOt be so easy
for him to form a new band in Oregon,
he moved back to Omaha and restart -
ed Cursive. It was then that Stevens
was invited to join the group.

Ol felt honoured. | always wanted to
take a shot at it,O Stevens says. | was
helping with these melodic guitar
leads and riffs for the band.O

OWe wanted to bring back heavily
conceptual albums that work togeth -

The band is often slapped with

In terms of an overriding group,

tryO Stevens explains. OSo we did
share a cynicism towards religion.O

the OpunkO label. But how well does
Stevens think this bts? Olt is naive to
think you can dismantle anything. It
is tempting, that passion and energy
in music. We were born 10 years too
late to be a punk band.O

OThe cynic in me believes that itOs
not possible, once debt and revenue
enter the picture. | started off as an
enthusiastic spokesperson of what
| wanted it to become, but now | am
leveling off into a realistic position,
mellowing.O

But CursiveOs decision to stick with
Saddle Creek has not been out of blind
loyalty. Stevens explains that they
have been tempted to feel out other
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Although comparatively speaking the

U of T Equestrian Team is quite small
with only 25 or so members, they are
one of the most optimistic, generous,

and inviting clubs on campus. While
they appreciate the value of their

tight-knit community, theyOve had
more than their fair share of struggles

breaking into the Ontario University

Equestrian Association circuit

A fairly young club that is always
recruiting and has not yet attained
varsity status, they fundraise to cov -
er some of the administrative costs of
their riding programs. OThatOs part of
the reason weQd like to have the uni-
versityOs ofbcial support,O said Depu
ty Captain Renee Willmon.

Last year, the inaugural year of the
club, they accomplished some amaz -
ing feats. At U of TOs debut show in
fall 2008, Marissa DudaNthe driving
force behind the establishment of the
organizationNtook brst place in the
prst ride of the day.

That is nothing to balk at consider -
ing that showing with the OUEA is an
interesting and unique process.

OYouOll get there around 7:30 a.m.

and register while experienced open
riders, who arenOt competing that
day, warm up the horses over the
course. YouOll know what horse num-
ber is yours and youOQll get to watch
that horse get warmed up, but you
dondt get to ride them,O explained
Captain Tommy Oliver. OOnce theyOre
all warmed up youOll get on your
horse, and one at a time the horses
will be led out into the arena. The

horse handler, who is on the ground,
will let go and youQll be expected to
do the course as well as you can.
YouOll get judged and after everyone
in their division has gone, the judge
will announce the winner. ThereOs
more pressure and more stress when
youOre riding an unfamiliar horse in
an unfamiliar barn as opposed to rid -
ing the horses that you always ride at
your home barn.O

The day starts with the most ad -
vanced jumping class divisionsNre -
guirements for qualibcation in each
division is based on ridersO® past
competition experienceNand as the
day goes on, the jumps get progres -
sively lower. Once all of the jump -
ing classes are done, the equitation
classes begin, again starting with the
most advanced divisions Prst. This
time the course is Rat and judging is
based on the competitorsO position
and effectiveness as riders.

The team has one show left this sea -
son before bnals and although theyOre
hoping to win the team spirit award,
they boast some riders who are dep -
nitely in contention for individual rib -
bons. OIOd like to see everyone push
themselves to meet the challenge and
do their best,0 said Captain Oliver.

His real pride, however, lies in the
team and the amazing memories he
takes away from riding alongside
them. Ol like the fact that IOm able
to help this team happen. 10m re-
ally glad about all the friendships
that have been made and all the fun
times. A show weekend is absolutely
an incredible experience. ItOs a long
day but I love it and | wouldnOt trade
it for anything.O
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Horsing around

U of T Equestrian Team making a name forlutE&faor@petition

Deputy CaptaiRenee Willmon takes a jump at a show in GuelpH.last fal
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Every so often a celebrity sex scandal
takes over an entire news cycle and
turns our perception of a famous bg -
ure sideways and upside down quicker
than a Michael Phelps bong hit. Few
stories in recent memory have been as
all-consuming as Tiger WoodsO recently
exposed shenanigans, and fewer still
have reverberated after the fact in news
and lifestyle media coverage.

Like erstwhile mayoral hopeful Adam
Giambrone, Woods was caught with
his pants down: damning text mes -
sages, a slew of lovers progressively
revealed, a serious partner (wife, in Ti -
gerOs case) subordinated. One thing the
Woods and Giambrone scandals share
is both men made things signibcantly
worse for themselves by initially lying
about their inbdelity and trying to hide
from public view. That led to a feeding
frenzy bebt for tabloids that took over
the most respectable of media outlets.
Tiger, though, may have had a far bet -
ter reason for his literal tight lips than
the clueless councillor from Davenport.
Some reports put Tiger on an overnight
Bight to Arizona for emergency dental
surgery after his wife, Elin, landed a
perfect chip shot on his mug on that

Cheetah strikes

fateful night in late November.

Tiger has since strongly denied that
there has ever been an episode of do -
mestic violence in his relationship, but
the evidenceNnot to mention that his
denial was largely the same in sub -
stance and style as his initial denial of
inbdelityNimake it tough for a critically
thinking person to accept that sugges -
tion at face value.

Now that the Tiger is out of
the cage, itOs worth surveying
the damage. He has become an
easy punch-line, and, by some
reports, has offended some with
his almost exclusive choice of
white lovers. Other golfers on
tour havenOt hesitated to criticize
his on-course etiquetteNcuss -
ing and throwing clubs are to
Tiger what sunR3ower seeds and
chewing tobacco are to baseball
playersNand register disagree -
ment with his personal choices.

But the cultural ramibcations
have been great, too. A whole
slew of literature on technology
and cheating has popped up.
One article explained that tex -
ting is the new version of Pnding
the other womanQOs perfume on
his collar. TigerOs blown it for all
of us.

Executives from Ashley Madison, a
self-described affair-arranging com -
pany, have been featured in the media
talking about their services as if they
could be a North American car exec
discussing the implications of the Toy -
ota Pasco on their bottom line. Theirs
is a service that some adults want, and
(unlike TigerOs lovers) they prioritize
your need for discretion.

And what about sex addiction?
There have always been practicing
sex therapists working on the as -
sumption that sex can be as addictive
and destructive as alcohol and to -
bacco. Now TigerOs put it in the main-
stream. 1tOs an idea most of us viscer
ally scoff at, but according to some
reports, Elin was so enlightened by
what she learned from TigerOs ther-
apy at a Mississippi clinic that she
is seriously looking at keeping him.
No doubt there have been a few (but
probably not many) wandering lovers
around the world whose inbdelity is
now being looked at in a different light
by once-wrathful wronged spouses.

Now TigerOs children will grow up,
much like Chelsea Clinton did, with
dadOs inbdelity always being the ek
ephant in the room. ThatOs especially
ironic because he has always been
one of the most private celebrities in
the world relative to his stature.

Oh, and what about that whole pro -
fessional golf thing? There are prob -
ably more than a handful pro golfers
on the PGA circuit who are more than
slightly bitter that the biggest story
so far this season has been TigerOs
personal life. And, for now, the tour
has a somewhat mediocre feel to it,
with the biggest star at home licking

After his sex scandal, Tiger Woods is poisedltmaigkeomeback

his wounds rather than focusing on
winning tournaments.

But that could soon change. Tiger
is widely reported to play a low-
key tournament in March near the
gated community where his Florida
mansion is located. That would set
him up to play the Masters in April,
Elin permitting.

So Tiger and Giambrone, both
reckless and irresponsible in their
personal conduct, come to a fork in
the road together, and thatOs where
theyOll part. Giambrone will become
an obscure footnote in Toronto politi -
cal history. Tiger, despite having lost
more money in sponsorships than
the population of some small towns
will make combined in their lifetimes,
remains a multi-hundred-millionaire
who will get paid to play on the nic
est golf courses in the world for the
rest of his life. And he just might get to
keep his supermodel wife, too.

This whole saga makes an escape
shot from a bunker on the back nine
of Augusta look as simple as a tee
shot on a straight par 3 during a prac -
tice round, but Tiger, ever the escape
artist and miracle worker on the
links, looks like he might somehow,
unthinkably, land on the green one
more time.

U OF T EQESTRIAN TEAM



