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Prorogation slows changes to Indian Act
Federal recognition of First Nations could vanish in three generations

SASKATOON — A large contin-
gent of First Nations people 
in Saskatoon protested the 

prorogation of Parliament, due to 
its impact on a planned revision of 
the Canadian Indian Act. The action 
was part of a national day of protest 
on January 23, when thousands of 
Canadians accross the country ral-
lied against Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s decision to suspend 
Parliament until March 3.

Section six of the Indian Act, 
which deals with who is entitled to 
status, was judged by the B.C. Court 
of Appeals in 2009 to contravene the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Eldon Okanee of the 
Thunderchild First Nation spoke to 
the Saskatoon crowd about recent 
changes to the Indian Act and 
what they might mean for Canada’s 
aboriginal population.

Last Saturday in Saskatoon, amid 
signs of “Pierogies not Proroguing” 
and “King Stephen (The Last),” 
more ominous ones could be found,  
bearing the slogan, “Let’s stop geno-
cide in our country.”

According to protester Albert 
Angus of Thunderchild First Nation, 
the signs were intended to refer to 
the Indian Act and the “cultural 
genocide” it currently facilitates by 
tying registered Indian status to 
blood quantum.

Blood quantum refers to wheth-
er or not someone is eligible for 

Indian status depending on racial 
inheritance. The child of one 
aboriginal and one non-aboriginal 
parent is eligible for “registered” 
Indian status. However, if that per-
son has a child with another non-
aboriginal, that child will not be 
eligible for status.

“Since it’s been found that 50 per 
cent of our young people have chil-
dren with one non-Indian as a par-
ent,” Angus said. He explained that 
this would be “analogous to geno-
cide” because there will be next to 
no Indians under the current Indian 
Act within three generations.

It is this provision that led to many 
First Nations protesters carrying 
signs asking to end the “genocide” in 
Canada. It is also this provision that 
was ruled unconstitutional.

The B.C. court suspended this 
ruling for one year until April 6, 
2010, to allow the federal govern-
ment to amend the law.

The Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada web site reads, “The gov-
ernment intends to introduce leg-
islation in early 2010 with the goal 
of having the proposed amend-
ments in place by April 6, 2010.” But 
because the prorogation will set all 
parliamentary business back until 
March, this is unlikely to happen 
that soon.

This has caused consternation 
among Canada’s indigenous popu-
lation.

In a recent media release, Chief 
Guy Lonechild of the Federation 
of Saskatchewan Indian Nations 
said, “There are serious issues that 

need to be dealt with in Parliament, 
including citizenship.”

Shawn Atleo, national chief of 
the Assembly of First Nations, shares 
Lonechild’s sentiment. In a January 
15 statement, he called on parlia-
mentarians “to form a special leg-
islative committee to examine the 
fundamental barriers inherent in the 

current Indian Act framework rather 
than focusing on issues in isolation.”

While politicians continue to 
duke it out in the national media 
over the issue of prorogation, many 
of Canada’s First Nations population 
wait for a change in the Indian Act 
that could strongly affect their lives. 

“It may affect funding because 

they count Indians’ social services 
according to the Indian Act and 
when that’s in suspension, like now, 
it may not legally be possible for 
them to fund on a status quo basis,” 
Angus said. “People who live hand 
to mouth on these poor Indian 
communities, what are they going 
to do then?”

Protesters rally Ottawa against prorogation on January 23, the national day of protest.
 Juliana Dalley | The McGill Daily

A fter years of delay, a class-
action lawsuit filed by  
residents of the Valcartier 

Canadian Forces base and the 
neighbouring town of Shannon is 
slated to begin in October.

The residents of Shannon and 
the Valcartier base are suing the 
attorney general of Canada and 
SNC Technologies Inc. for damages 
suffered as a result of the substance 
trichloroethylene (TCE) seeping 
into the town’s water supply.

TCE, used by the SNC Research 
Centre and Valcartier garrison to 
clean munitions since the 1940s, 
has been known to cause can-
cer. The plaintiff’s lawyer, Charles 
Veilleux, asserts that the TCE in the 
town’s drinking water is responsible 
for 440 cases of cancer in Shannon 
and Valcartier.

“[The residents of Shannon and 
Valcartier] want payment for their 
losses,” said Veilleux, who has been 
working on the case since the class-
action lawsuit was filed in Quebec 

Superior Court in December 2003.
“They have been buying bottled 

water for several years, [as well as] 
medication and hospital treatment. 
It’s a lot of money. [The contami-
nated water] has caused very seri-
ous health problems.”

One of the residents’ main 
grievances is that they were never 
informed by the Valcartier base 
or the Canadian government 
that TCE had contaminated their 
water.

According to Veilleux, the 
minister of national defence gave 
Shannon $3.5 million to build a 
small aqueduct after the TCE was 
discovered. The aqueduct has been 
effective in stopping more TCE from 
getting trapped in the area ground-
water, but traces of the chemical 
remain.

After filing for a class-action law-
suit in December 2003, the munici-
pal government of Shannon settled 
for a $19-million payment in 2004. 
In 2009 the federal government 
gave an additional $13.5 million 
for damages in return for a denial 
of responsibility by the federal gov-
ernment.

Although filed in 2003, the class-
action was not certified by the 
Quebec Superior Court until March 
2007.

“There were protestations from 
the defendants,” said Veilleux.

“They tried everything to pro-
test [the lawsuit]. They protested 
because [the lawsuit was filed] in 
front of a Quebec Superior court 
and not a federal court.”

According to the Department of 
National Defence (DND) web site: 
“In 1997, Valcartier Garrison dis-
covered the solvent [TCE]…in its 
waterwork system, coming through 
the groundwater.”

“A series of initiatives were imme-
diately implemented to bring TCE 
concentration levels [in Valcartier] 
to within acceptable limits,” reads 
the DND web site.

Marie-Paule Spieser, who rep-
resents the town’s residents as the 
case’s plaintiff, said that TCE was 
discovered in the water supply in 
December 2000.

“My neighbour worked in the 
SNC factory. They tested his water 
and found there was TCE in it,” said 
Spieser.

TCE evaporates harmlessly once 
it enters an open river, but traces of 
the chemical have been trapped in 
the groundwater beneath Valcartier 
base and Shannon – covering an 
area of about five squared kilo-
metres – since the SNC Research 
Centre and the Valcartier garri-
son first started using TCE in the 
1940s.

According to the DND web site, 
in July 2006 the DND “began pilot 
tests to assess the performance of 
in situ technologies for removing 
TCE from contaminated groundwa-
ter. The goal [was] to find the most 
effective technology to keep the 
TCE plume from spreading outside 
garrison limits.”

These technologies included 
air-sparging barriers, which vapor-
ized the TCE in the groundwater, 
and zero-valent iron barriers, which 
involve introduction of zero-valent 
iron into the groundwater, causing 
the TCE to chemically decompose.

But according to Veilleux, these 
high-tech solutions have not com-
pletely solved the problem.

“There is still TCE [in the water] 
under the homes of some people 

[in Shannon],” said Veilleux.
“TCE is volatile, and it builds up. 

There is up to 1,200 micrograms 
per litre in some homes.”

Veilleux added that TCE has 
been known to cause cancer 35 
years after exposure. As a result, 
the contamination of Shannon’s 
groundwater could affect the 
towns’ residents for many years 
to come, and could have affected 
many of the towns’ former resi-
dents, who left before the sub-
stance was discovered.

“We believe the contamination 
started earlier [than the 1940s]” 
said Veilleux.

“It may get to 500 cases [of can-
cer] before the trial starts,” he said, 
due to the slow effects of TCE on 
the body. 

Spieser now represents more 
than 2,000 people affected by the 
TCE contamination.

“I lost confidence [in the water],” 
said Speiser. “There’s still a little bit 
of TCE in the water. No one ever 
told us about that.”

The federal government’s lawyer, 
Chantal Sauriol, did not respond to 
The Daily’s phone calls. 

Henry Gass
The McGill Daily

Valcartier residents sue federal government
Suit alleges that chemical used by Canadian Forces base causes cancer

Tannara Yelland
The Sheaf (CUP)
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Info sessions will cover the following topics: 
 
���� The best time to look for an apartment 
���� When, Where and How to look for an 

apartment 
���� Apartment sizes, costs, resources   
���� Québec lease laws 
���� Application forms, leases, sublets & lease 

transfers 
���� What to do if you have problems with your 

landlord/roommate(s)   
���� Refusing rent increases  
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Brought to you by McGill  Off Campus Housing Office 

 
www.mcgill .ca/offcampus 

Advertise on our website!
www.mcgilldaily.com/web

Write...

news.

mind
&

body.

sports.

culture.

sci+tech.

features.

comment.
Psychology professors and grad/undergrad 
students. Can you help a psychology student, senior 
citizen, who was assaulted and robbed. All psychology 
texts were stolen. Donations of used/old undergrad 
and grad psychology books urgently needed. An old 
copy of DSM III will be deeply appreciated. Please call: 
514-277-2029. Thank you.

MASTER SCHOOL OF BARTENDING
Bartending and table service courses

Student rebate
Job reference service

�����	��4-849-2828
www.Bartend.ca

(o����line��registration��possible)

Employment

Miscellaneou s
For  Sale

Have you had a “LAZ�+���%�+�%�4
since childhood? McGill Vision Research is looking for study 
participants.  Please call Dr. Simon Clavagnier at 514-
934-1934 ext. 35307 or email mcgillvisionresearch@

gmail.com for further information.
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Housing
4 1/2������MTL North, renovated, large rooms, very quiet 
and clean, close to buses, metro and all services, 15 
mins. away from downtown (Pie-IX metro station), 

available Oct 1st. $545. Call �����	������� � ����� ������

Apartment-hunting season is back 
and the Daily wants to help you out. Drop by our o�  ce,  
Shatner B-26, and we’ll place your housing classi� ed 

on our website for free! Student ID required.

Downtown 
close to McGill University! 

 All included apartments 1, 2 or 3
bedrooms, indoor pool available. Close to 
groceries, drugstores and subway stations.

 

514-288-0920
www.cogir.net

For information  
please call:
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Canon 40D for sale
- 40D body with 3 years left on extended warranty
- BG-E2N battery grip
- Extra BP-511a battery
- EFs high-precision focusing screen
- Sandisk Extreme III 2GB memory card
- Lowepro Voyager C strap
In perfect shape, no dust or scratches. Call 514-603-
6558 or email cortenbach.s.dawson@gmail.com

Read about 
Choose Life’s return,
and more.

online only @ mcgilldaily.com

for

The 
McGill
Daily
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Faced with a predicted budget 
deficit of almost $5 billion, 
Quebec Premier Jean Charest 

has only two months to determine 
how he will deal with the looming 
budget crisis facing the province.

With the annual budget due in 
April, the province’s plan to deal 
with the deficit remains unclear. 
Charest has said that he will not 
be driven to raise taxes. However, 
groups across the province remain 
concerned about the possibility of 
cutbacks and increases in fees for 
public services.

Association pour une solidari-
té syndicale étudiante (ASSÉ), a 
Montreal-based organization of 

over 15 Quebec collegiate and uni-
versity student associations, has 
assembled a coalition to oppose the 
possibility of increases in the cost of 
public services.

La Coalition opposée à la tarifica-
tion et à la privatisation is opposed 
to any increases in the costs of pub-
lic services that will limit their afford-
ability for low-income peoples.

Jacques Delorme, a spokesper-
son for the Ministry of Finance, has 
commented that the government is 
currently involved in a pre-budget 
consultation, and that no decisions 
have been made. However, the 
Ministry of Finance has released 
documents from the Advisory 
Committee on the Economy and 
Public Finances that point to pos-
sible changes in the provision of 
public services.

The document recommends the 

“more extensive application of user 
fees” as a better way to fund services 
offered by the province, and refers 
to Ontario’s increase in user fees as 
an example. Ontario’s revenue from 
user fees in 2007-2008 was $6.8 bil-
lion more than Quebec’s. The min-
istry has also said that an increase 
in user fees will “foster good behav-
iour” in the use of public services.

This is, however, precisely the 
kind of solution groups like ASSÉ 
are concerned about. According 
to ASSÉ spokesperson Christian 
Pépin, a day of action is scheduled 
for April 1, which will “mainly be 
organized through protests in the 
streets of Montreal.”

ASSÉ has called for a “shift in 
taxation for people with higher rev-
enues,” and expressed anger that 
there are “more than 150,000 busi-
nesses in Quebec [that] are not pay-

ing one cent of tax,” leaving citizens 
to make up the deficit.

The province held an economic 
forum earlier this month called 
Rencontre économique 2010, which 
brought together governmental 
officials and provincial business 
leaders. The two-day forum was 
initially supposed to examine the 
province’s immediate financial situ-
ation, but instead focused on long-
term economic developments, such 
as plans for the growth of green 
energy in Quebec.  

Pépin, who was among ASSÉ 
members in attendance at the eco-
nomic forum, called the event a 
“diversion,” noting that the ASSÉ 
attended in hopes of taking a stand 
on the privatization of public servic-
es, an issue that he felt was glossed 
over during the forum’s discus-
sions.

Queen Arsem-O'Malley
News Writer

ASSÉ protests possible fee hike
User fees for public services expected as province deals with financial squeeze

NEWS
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Homeless need better 
rooming houses

A coalition of local homeless 
advocacy groups released a report 
on January 20 saying that the City 
needs to improve the quality and 
accessibility of Montreal rooming 
houses.

According to the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 
rooming houses provide afford-
able housing for low-income ten-
ants, many of whom experienced 
physical, psychological, and social 
impediments.

In a report titled “Rooming 
houses in peril: the need for 
action,” the Réseau d’aide aux 
personnes seules et itinérantes 
de Montréal (RAPSIM) made 10 
recommendations including the 
expansion of social housing, and 
the improvement of sanitary con-
ditions in rooming houses.

“We’re speaking out against the 
condition of the rooms in privately 
owned rooming houses – the lack 
of basic health and safety: bedbugs, 
cockroaches, mould, lack of locks 
on doors, improper fire systems,” 
said Marjolaine Despars, com-
munity organizer for housing at 
RAPSIM.

“We’re asking the City to apply 
its own health, safety, and security 
regulations more proactively, to 
do so before it’s too late, before it 
becomes necessary to shut [the 
rooming houses] down because of 
unsanitary and unsafe conditions,” 
she added.

RAPSIM works with 30,000 
people who will spend at least one 
night on the street in Montreal in a 
given year.

According to Despars, the 
precarious situation of many of 
Montreal’s poor is only exacerbated 
by the growing trend of urban rede-
velopment and the replacement of 
rooming houses with condos and 
tourist lodgings, especially in down-
town areas. 

“Many people are at risk of 
becoming homeless if they lose 

their room. For roomers that are 
affected by a redevelopment, their 
room is often the last bastion 
separating them from the street,” 
Despars said.

—Tomas Urbina

Montreal blue-collars 
launch strike against City

Montreal’s 5,000 municipal 
blue-collar workers launched a 
rotating strike on January 25. 
Until March 5, the Syndicat des 
Cols bleus – which includes snow 
removal teams and garbage work-
ers – will suspend services in a 
different borough each day.  Ville-
Marie was the first neighbourhood 
affected.

The union asserts that this 
form of rotating strike will only 
minimally impact the popula-
tion.

The blue-collar workers have 
been without a contract since 2007.

Workers hope the city will 
meet certain demands, including 
a reduction in subcontracting to 
non-unionized workers. In a press 

release, Syndicat president Michel 
Parent criticized the municipal-
ity’s failure to protect union jobs.

“[This] shows the willingness of 
the administration to continue to 
sell our jobs to private enterprise,” 
he said in French. 

The City said that it is willing to 
resolve this dispute through the 
courts. It stated that the union’s 
action will cost the City $35 million, 
and that it might influence other 
unions that have signed deals.

Parent, however, argued that the 
City is responsible for mishandling 
public services.

“The increase in the taxes of 
Montrealers serves to fatten a hier-
archical structure that is incompa-
rable to the rest of North America, 
as well as the exorbitant costs tied 
to the privatization of services, 
rather than to contribute to the 
improvement of services to the 
population by showing confidence 
in its blue-collar workers,” he said. 
“[The strike] should demonstrate, 
in itself, the inability of the munici-
pal administration to run the city 
adequately.”

—Alexia Jablonski

Student Colloquium on Health 
and Law: Universities as 
Global Innovators
Saturday, February 6, 9:30 a.m. - 
6:30 p.m.
3655 Promenade Sir William Osler

The topic of debate is 
global health and innova-
tion. The topics will range 
from public health gov-
ernance, the University’s 
role in medical innovation, 
global access to essential 
medicines, rethinking intel-
lectual property and patent 
regimes, and the role of pri-
vate enterprise in improving 
global health.

Panel: Writing, Journalism & 
Editing
Monday, February 1, 4 p.m.
Brown building 5001

As part of CaPS Work 
Your B.A Career Week, free-
lance journalist Stephanie 
Whitaker, Gazette col-
umnists Mike Boone and 
Peggy Curran, and three 
other professional writers 
will discuss what it takes to 
build your career as a writ-
er, editor, and journalist.
Panel: Community & Activist 
Work at Home and Abroad
Tuesday, February 2, 4 p.m. 
Brown building 5001

Also a part of Career 
Week, panelists Shannon 
Ripley, Bree Akesson, Sacha 
Jarvis, and Nikki Bozinoff 
will discuss how to work 
effectively as an activist at 
home or abroad.
Panel: Climate Change & 
International Law Post-
Copenhagen
Monday, February 1, 5 p.m. 
3644 Peel

This expert panel dis-
cussion will involve leading 
international legal experts 
in the field of climate 
change, all of whom attend-
ed the COP15 conference. 
The focus of the discussion 
will be the event’s inter-
national implications and 
their concrete impact on 
developing and developed 
countries. 

SOLID’AYITI: Artistes pour 
Haïti
Monday, February 1, 8 p.m.
4848 St. Laurent

Local groups Karma, 
Narcicyst, DJ Kobal, and 
Vox Sambou with Nomadic 
Massive will perform. 
Solid’Ayiti is a collective 
of artists and activists in 
Montreal working for social 
justice in Haiti. Admission: 
$10 - $20
Gaza Remembrance Week
Monday, February 1 – Friday, February 
5

The McGill chapter of 
Solidarity for Palestinian 
Human Rights will host five 
days of events to commem-
orate last year’s three-week 
war that killed about 1,400 
Palestinians and 14 Israelis. 
Events will include lectures 
from Mads Gilbert, one 
of the few foreign doctors 
to be in Gaza during the 
bombing and subsequent 
invasion, and a week-long 
Redpath Library display.
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It’s a fine life,
Carrying the banner through it all

news@mcgilldaily.com

On stands Mondays and Thursdays
Online everyday



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

FACULTY OF ARTS TEACHING AWARD

H. Noel Fieldhouse Award
For Distinguished Teaching

Any student, alumni, or member of the academic 
staff may submit a nomination. Nomination forms 
are available on the web, in the Dean’s Secretariat 
(Arts Building, rm 110), or from departmental chairs.  
For further information, please consult the web at

www.mcgill.ca/arts/awards/facultyawards
or call 398-4216.

Send nominations to Susan Sharpe, Arts Bldg., rm 110

Deadline: Monda y, February 15th, 2010

Leadership Skills Development Workshops

If you are a student involved in 
campus activities as an executive, 
organizer or event planner, 
you qualify for the Leadership 
Training Program’s FREE Skills 
Development Workshops. 

Develop and bui ld  your 
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This February, check out...

Troubleshooting Communication Breakdowns

Wednesday, February 3, 5:30-7:30pm (Macdonald Campus) 
Thursday, February 11, 5:30-7:30pm (Downtown Campus)                
Become a better communicator and leader by making the 
messages you send and receive clearer. You’ll see the difference 
it makes in your volunteer positions and in your career!

Knowing, Being, Doing: Improving Your Leadership
Tuesday, February 16, 5:30-7:30pm (Downtown Campus)                
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doing or acting. Explore the relational leadership model through 
dialogue and action. Be prepared to delve more deeply into 
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Registration now available via Minerva!                                                          
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For more info, drop by the �����������������	���
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����                                        
in the Brown Building, Suite 2100, or call 514-398-6913
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM
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McGill University, 3480 McTavish, 514.398.0647

Permis du Québec | QC–7002238

Make sure you get carded to 
buy your 6 pak.
ISIC (International Student Identity Card) 
holders save 50% on the adult regular Economy 
fare with the purchase of a VIA 6 pak – six one-
way trips between any two pre-selected stations 
on the VIA Rail network.

voyagescampus.com
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Get student discounts with 
Available at Voyages Campus.

mcgilldaily.com
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Quinn Albaugh

Binary is
for computers

Mind your own business
Medical histories are not for public consumption

L ast Wednesday, the Los Angeles 
Times published an article 
about Scott Moore, a trans 

man who chose to become preg-
nant and intends to bear a child in 
about a month (“World’s Second 
Pregnant Man Ready to Give Birth,” 
January 27). 

The story’s headline calls Moore 
the “second pregnant man,” refer-
encing the sensationalized story of 
Thomas Beatie as the first “preg-
nant man” from 2008. These titles 
aren’t actually accurate. We know 
of at least one other trans man, 
Matt Rice, who bore a child – and 
it’s quite likely that there are many 
more – a fact takes away the “nov-
elty” of the story.

There are several problems with 
the Los Angeles Times piece. For 
example, the author mentioned the 
pre-transition names of both Moore 
and his partner, Thomas (who is 
also a trans man). Reporting in this 
way encourages readers to think of 
the Moores as not “real” men, inval-
idating their identities.

The delegitimization that trans 
men have to deal with becomes 
inescapable during pregnancy 

because our society cannot con-
ceive of a man getting pregnant. 
Denying a trans person’s identity in 
this way damages their wellbeing 
– leading to anything from depres-
sion to suicide.

What struck me most in the 
article was this bit: “Thomas started 
taking testosterone in 1999, had his 
44GG breasts removed in 2004, had 
a hysterectomy, and had a penis 
made out of flesh from his thigh 
attached.”

I find it incredible that the arti-
cle’s author thought that the med-
ical history of the partner of the 
“pregnant man” – the ostensible 
subject of the story – is in any way 
relevant to the story, especially 
since Scott Moore’s own medical 
history is absent from the piece. 
Perhaps the author thought that 
Scott’s partner would provide an 
example of the physical changes 
that trans men have when they 
transition. Still, I had to reread 
that sentence a few times to try to 
understand why exactly Thomas’s 
medical procedures were rele-
vant.

But the presumption that some-

one else’s medical history is com-
pletely open for discussion is even 
more troubling. The privacy that 
surrounds most people’s medical 
histories is a privilege that trans 
people do not have in our society. 
People who aren’t trans assume 
that they have a right to ask any-
thing they want once a trans person 
comes out to them.

I’ve seen this in my own life. 
People all too frequently ask me 
whether I’m going to have sex-re-
assignment surgery or how I have 
sex. When I’m comfortable with 
the person, I try to answer honest-
ly. But really, I find this fixation on 
the physical aspects of transition 
rather silly at best and invasive at 
worst.

Some would argue that the 
Moores have opened themselves 
up to questioning about this issue 
by discussing their story with the 
media. But no journalist would 
ever interview a pregnant woman’s 
partner about their medications or 
past surgeries without a clear con-
nection to the story – it probably 
wouldn’t even enter their mind. 

This lack of privacy affects other 
groups as well. For example, some-
one who has a prosthetic limb 
might face interrogation about how 
their prosthesis works. This may 
seem like an innocent question. 
Asking it, however, prevents the 
person who has the prosthesis from 
determining their own boundaries 
and, ultimately, from living their life 
in peace.

We need to extend our sense of 

privacy to cover everyone’s medi-
cal history. After all, it’s possible 
for anyone to develop a condi-
tion they’d rather not talk about. 
So next time someone you know 
has a “fascinating” history, take a 
step back and put yourself in their 

place. They’re probably sick of all 
the questions.

Quinn Albaugh writes in this space 
every week. Don’t ask them about 
their sex life: binaryforcomput -
ers@mcgilldaily.com.

LI’L HYDE PARKS

Various human rights violations discussed

Trans people don’t lose privacy rights when they come out.

Oppression? 
Forgetaboutit!

The National Post’s recent edi-
torial on Women’s Studies is a case 
study of the drivel usually spouted 
by the institutions that undergird 
heterosexual patriarchy.

The Post writes that though 
Women’s Studies programs appear 
to be disappearing in Canada, they 
are in reality being renamed with 
less contentious labels, while the 
destructive effects of their radical 
ideology remain to wreak havoc on 
“families, our court systems, labour 
laws, constitutional freedoms, and 
even the ordinary relations between 
men and women.”

Something nice about news-
papers is that they foster critical 
thinking. Some of that would have 
been nice in this piece. Case in 
point: the Post decries that rights 
are granted to “whole classes of 
people.” As if this were not already 
the case – our society is organized 
in a way that favours certain classes 
of people (e.g., men, whites, anglo-
phones, the able-bodied). If you 
belong to one of these classes, you 
have special, unwritten rights by 
virtue of that belonging. In a soci-
ety where the group you’re born in 

determines your life chances, there 
is no “objective assessment of indi-
vidual talents.”

Another nice thing about news-
papers is reporting. I’d like to have 
seen some in this piece. Where is 
the substantiation of the destruc-
tion wrought by radical feminism? 
Where are the statistics, the stories, 
the facts? All I see in the Post is the 
same pathetic masturbatory fantasy 
of a world beyond history, beyond 
systemic oppression, where the 
privileged can stop feeling guilty 
about oppressing the marginalized.

—William M. Burton

Hold off on the Haitian 
adoptions

Last Monday, the Adoptees of 
Color Roundtable released a state-
ment justly criticizing the discourse 
around the adoption of Haitian 
orphans. The oft-repeated desire 
to “adopt a Haitian baby” probably 
comes from a genuine desire to 
help; however, it overlooks the way 
fast-tracked adoptions reinforce the 
white saviour complex in a way that 
is racist and potentially traumatic 
for these already-traumatized chil-
dren, taken from their communities 

and any extended family.
In practice, the pressure for 

immediate Haitian adoptions leads 
to dangerous mistakes – especially 
when buildings holding impor-
tant documents, including records 
of family members, might have 
been destroyed in the earthquake. 
Adoptees of Color reminds us that 
“removing children from Haiti with-
out proper documentation and with-
out proper reunification efforts is a 
violation of their basic human rights 
and leaves any family members who 
may be searching for them with no 
recourse.... Immediate removal of 
traumatized children for adoption – 
including children whose adoptions 
were finalized prior to the quake – 
compounds their trauma.”

Haitian parents and extended 
family members don’t need us 
to take away their children, from 
whom they might have been sepa-
rated in the chaos; they need food, 
water, and medical aid, and they 
need us to pressure our represen-
tatives to increase refugee visas 
and expedite reunification visas for 
Haitian families. Adopting Haitian 
children, right now, would be a dis-
service to both them and their com-
munities.

—Hannah Freeman

Harper: respect human 
rights

The Supreme Court’s ruling 
against ordering the repatriation of 
Omar Khadr does not absolve the 
federal government of its respon-
sibility to ensure Khadr’s return to 
Canada. 

The Court’s condemna-
tion of Canada’s complicity in 
Khadr’s detention and torture at 
Guantánamo Bay is unambiguous. 
In a unanimous ruling, the judges 
declared that Canadian officials vio-
lated Khadr’s right to life, liberty, 
and the security of the person as 
guaranteed by the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. It’s time the govern-
ment cease its stubborn opposi-
tion and respect Khadr’s rights as a 
Canadian citizen.

 The court ruling may have 
left the task of conducting foreign 
affairs up to the executive, but they 
have cleared the only ethical route: 
repatriate Khadr now. Now it’s up to 
the Harper government to conduct 
foreign affairs in a manner consis-
tent with the Charter and uphold 
the basic standards of human rights 
that most Canadians hold dear.

 Ball’s in your court, Stephen.
—Humera Jabir

What do you
think about what 

you’re reading  
in these pages?

We want to know.

letters@mcgilldaily.com

 Sally Lin | The McGill Daily



A s Paulo Coelho says, every-
one has their personal 
legend. Mine has been to 

become a McGill graduate with a 
PhD and reputable publications. 
For this purpose, I crossed oceans, 
leaving behind the warmth of my 
country. Once in Canada, I start-
ed learning how to cope with the 
tough winters.

I was raised to treat campus 
as a holy place. In holy places, 
we feel safe – this is how I always 
felt on campus. It wasn’t until last 
Monday that I realized I am not 
safe on campus: indeed, I was 
two minutes away from death.

I was heading across cam-
pus at 5 p.m. to meet some col-
leagues, to whom I had promised 
to bring doughnuts. So I parked 
my car next to the Islamic Studies 
building, where some students 
had been chitchatting before 
they moved out of the way so I 
could park.

One hundred and twenty sec-
onds later, I returned to find 
security guards surrounding my 
car. I couldn’t figure out what had 
happened until one of the guards 
said, “I’m sorry. A huge chunk of 
ice fell from the roof and dam-
aged your car. We’re now expect-
ing more ice chunks to fall from 
the roof.”

The idea that I could have been 
inside the car reading, eating, or 
finishing some work terrified me. 
I shivered when I imagined that 
the students who had been talking 
there could have still been there 
when the ice fell. I immediately 

thanked God that no one was hurt.
I had never thought about the 

possibility of ice falling from the 
roof and causing death, injuries, or 
damages. Where I come from, the 
temperature doesn’t drop below 10 
degrees in the winter; I’m not com-
pletely familiar with the extent of 
the potential dangers of the winter 
in Canada.

The problem goes beyond a 
damaged car: it’s directly related 
to students’ safety. I was very angry 
when the security guard apolo-
gized, saying that security ought 
to have blocked the area because 
of the raised temperature, which 
caused the ice to melt and fall off 
the roof. I couldn’t accept this 
apology: it had been warm since 
morning; the incident happened at 
5 p.m. Why hadn’t security guards 
blocked the area off in the morn-
ing?

Later on, I learned that the 
construction design of the Islamic 
Studies library is one of the dan-
gerous buildings on campus, in 
terms of ice falling from the roof. 
Knowing that this area has such 
heavy foot traffic, I find this irre-
sponsibility outrageous. While 
the security guard was talking 
to me, I decided to control my 
anger, hold my emotions until 
I absorbed the shock, and then, 
rationally address the issue with 
the administration.

I emailed Deputy Provost Morton 
Mendelson and Vice-Principal 
(University Services), Jim Nicell, and 
contacted Parking Services about 
the incident and my concerns. They 
have been all very responsive and 
supportive. I met with Nicell, and 
highlighted that I would like to feel 

safe once again on campus.
It’s unfortunate that this inci-

dent happened. But bad things 
happen for good reasons. The 
University’s response made me 
feel they will prioritize the issue. I 
proposed to the Parking Services 
that they create an informational 
brochure so that people parking 
on campus – not all of whom are 
from Canada – will be aware of the 
dangers they might be exposed 
to during winter on campus. I 
hope the Administration will soon 
develop new protocols for secur-
ing risky areas like the Islamic 
Studies, James Administration, and 
MacDonald-Harrington buildings. 
I know this is no easy task – there 
are 220 buildings on campus – so 
as students, we should pay atten-
tion to danger signs.

No one can guarantee a 100 
per cent safe environment, but 
it’s vital to address safety issues, 
raise awareness, and collaborate 
– students, administration, and 
staff – to achieve a safer environ-
ment.

Should our lives stop? Should 
we become afraid? Surely not. This 
is part of the winter weather in 
Canada. It’s true I have learned this 
lesson the hard way, but positive 
thoughts bring positive energy. So 
let’s stay positive.

Commentary The McGill Daily, Monday, February 1, 20108

Riva Gold

Little bitter

R aise the God-damn MBA 
tuition at McGill. Few words 
are tossed around more and 

mean less than “a right to educa-
tion” and “accessible tuition” in the 
context of the Desautels Faculty 
of Management tuition hike. The 
recent increase in MBA tuition for 
Quebec students – from $1,673 per 
year to $29,500 – is not a human 
rights violation, and probably makes 
a lot of sense. 

There has been a lot of protest 
against the tuition increase in the 
name of “accessibility.” The implicit 
idea behind this is the notion that 
raised tuition fees violate some sort 
of “right to education” for these 
business-savvy graduate students. 
Now, it’s one thing to advocate for 
universal access to basic literacy 
skills, elementary school, second-
ary school, and even the more spe-
cialized CEGEP. But how on earth 
can one justify a “right” to receive 
an MBA under the same name? An 
MBA is a privilege that a person 
pursues in order to gain a competi-
tive and financial advantage over 
the rest of society. Precise figures 
vary, but there is no doubt that 
MBA recipients earn significantly 
increased salaries upon graduation. 
And most people entering MBA 
programs have already completed 
an undergraduate degree and had 
successful workplace experiences. 
Forgive me if I’m unsympathetic 
to their cause, but to suggest that 
everyone is entitled to this privilege 
is brutishly naive.

Of course, champions for the 
purported “accessibility” of educa-
tion are perfectly satisfied with the 
status quo, which makes the degree 
differentially attainable depending 
on one’s province or country of ori-
gin. Without the tuition adjustment, 
there is very little to be said for the 
more morally salient variable here: 
equality of access to MBA programs 
from people of varying regions. 
Quebec tuition may have been kept 
low, but international students have 
already been paying $19,890 per 
year to attend. Creating a single 
but higher tuition fee ensures that 
while it may be very costly to attain 
an MBA, it is at least equally costly 
for all parties involved.  

And even if there were some sort 
of “right” to obtain an MBA, higher 

tuition wouldn’t violate that right. 
While higher tuition will inconve-
nience some people, those who 
genuinely could not afford to attend 
at all benefit from increased invest-
ment in scholarship programs. 
Approximately $4,000 per student, 
or 30 per cent of the increased 
tuition, will go directly toward stu-
dent aid. 

Here’s the relevant right: univer-
sities and the programs they fund 
have a right and responsibility to 
keep themselves competitive and 
financially stable. All MBA students 
at McGill benefit when instead of 
losing roughly $10,000 per student 
per year, they can actually remain 
competitive in the international 
community. Let’s face it: good pro-
fessors often go where they will get 
paid the most. With new funds from 
tuition, Desautels plans to develop 
a new curriculum that includes 
over 30 new professors, renovated 
facilities, and significantly improved 
career services. Many of the most 
competitive schools in Canada 
have been self-funding very suc-
cessfully. Queen’s and the Richard 
Ivey School of Business retain their 
stellar international reputation in 
part due to their whopping $56,000 
annual tuition.

In addition to improved quality 
of education, raising tuition for the 
MBA program at McGill is good for 
all McGill students and Quebec resi-
dents. The self-funded model will 
allow Desautels to stop siphoning 
funds from other McGill students 
and the government of Quebec. 
This means other programs, which 
are often for students doomed to 
earn far less than MBA recipients, 
can become much more accessible. 

If you support equality of access 
to education, you should support a 
raise in tuition fees for Quebec stu-
dents enrolling in MBA programs. If 
you think a more competitive and 
self-sufficient program is impor-
tant, you should support a raise in 
tuition fees for MBA programs. And 
if you support a right to education, 
you’re entirely misguided to think it 
applies here.

Riva Gold writes in this space every 
week. Tell her how much you love 
paying more for school: littlebit -
ter@mcgilldaily.com .

HYDE PARK

Tuition hike justified

The damage done.
Dahlia ElShadie for The McGill Daily

Some day I will die
Hopefully not on campus

Dahlia ElShafie

Dahlia ElShafie is a PhD II Electrical 
Engineering student and the vice-
president (University & Academic 
Affairs) of PGSS. The views 
expressed here are her own. Write 
her at dahlia.elshafie@mail.mcgill.
ca.

What’s a Li’l Hyde Park?
�) Pure, unadulterated opinion
�) Elliptical, aggressive, intelligent
�) 100-250 words
�) Pitch it before you write it
�) Because I don’t accept just anything

commentary@mcgilldaily.com�)
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I oughta pole-axe you
Re: “Pierogies and pleasantries in 
Mile End” | Culture | January 28

First of all, that “smiling monk” 
on the wall is the late Pope John 
Paul II, which proves Polish people 
are capable of being more than 
just your plumber. And secondly, 
if my Babcia were still alive, she 
would have better things to do 
than collect kindling, like hitting 
you over the head with a kielbasa.
Sincerely,

A Pole 

Camilla Grudova
U3 Art History

The Daily received more letters than it could print. Send your dispatches to let-
ters@mcgilldaily.com from your McGill email address, and keep them to 300 
words or less. The Daily does not print letters that are misogynistic, ableist, or 
otherwise hateful. 

If my Babcia were still alive, she would 
have better things to do than

collect kindling, like hitting you 
over the head with a kielbasa.

Camilla Grudova  U3 Art History

Re: “Pierogies and pleasantries in Mile End” | Culture | January 28

MWM 4 RTS, accurate reporting
Re: “SSMU midterms” | News | January 28

The Daily’s SSMU reviews are 
very important for executives to 
gauge their progress over the course 
of the year. However, given the 
shortness of the reviews, the accu-
racy of the information delivered is 
very important. Constructive criti-
cism is fair and very worthwhile, but 
the quality of the criticism quickly 
falters when blatant factual errors 
slip through the editorial process.

Regarding the review on my 
performance, I would like to cor-
rect The Daily in two places:

1) “TaCEQ, a new coalition 
formed by SSMU and four other 
student unions....” There are 
in fact only three other mem-
bers of TaCEQ currently.

2) “Ronderos-Morgan has been 
working alongside Hélène Brisson of 
the Milton-Parc Citizens Committee 
to create a group that will periodi-
cally bring together SSMU, McGill, 
and the Citizens Committee.” This 
is inaccurate. While I have been 
working hard to bring these par-
ties together, I have no idea what 
“group” The Daily refers to.

Unfortunately, more factual 
errors appeared in the reviews 
of the other executives.

I encourage The Daily to 
be more accurate with their 
reviews in the future.

Sebastian Ronderos-Morgan
Vice-President External Affairs (SSMU)

Woman: a baby-making machine
Re: “Women deserve better than abor-
tion” | Commentary | January 28

Women deserve better than 
abortion? Are you for real? I mean, 
I agree that there should be an 
improvement of social services in 
terms of maternity leave, daycare 
services, and housing for pregnant 
women, but your article conveniently 
fails to recognize an important cat-
egory of women who get abortions: 
WOMEN WHO WISH NOT TO HAVE 
CHILDREN.  EVER.  PERIOD. Saying 
that women deserve better than 
abortion felt a bit like a slap in the 
face, like because we have the repro-
ductive capabilities to have children, 
then we SHOULD be having them.

Marianna Reis
U3 History & IDS

Feelings are genetic
Re: “Paging Doctor Cornett” | 
Commentary | October 8

I have great respect and admira-
tion for McGill University. It runs in 
my family. My father was a McGill 
graduate of both the engineering 
and medicine faculties. He was 
also a great believer in humanity, 
in justice, and in critical thinking.

I am convinced that if my father 
were still alive he would share my 
dismay about Norman Cornett’s 
dismissal in 2007. Cornett encour-
aged open and lively debates on 
many issues. Our society should 
welcome debates. Our universi-
ties should take the lead.

McGill’s silence regarding the rea-
sons for the dismissal is suspicious, 
and leads many of us to the conclu-
sion that the problem was the occur-
rence of one particular debate: Israel 
and the Palestinians. Cornett’s story 
creates a climate of fear among uni-
versity and college instructors like 
myself. Maybe this was the inten-
tion. In the eyes of the powerful, 
the notion of “human rights” does 
not include the Palestinians’ rights.

I would be very happy to be 
proved wrong about my under-
standing of the situation.

Mary Ellen Davis
Part-time instructor
Concordia University

How many Cornett jokes 
can one editor make?
Re: “Paging Doctor Cornett” | 
Commentary | October 8

I am writing to you concerning 
the 2007 termination of Norman 
Cornett’s teaching sessions in 
dialogic discourse, which were 
enthusiastically attended by many 
McGill students over the past years.

As a former guest speaker to 
the sessions, it was clear that the 
discourse and format of the dialogic 
sessions were very engaging for the 
students attending Cornett’s ses-
sions in large numbers. The flow 
of discourse was rarely seen in a 
classroom context at McGill. The 
student participants clearly enjoyed 
Cornett’s persona and his facilita-
tion of attentive interaction on a 
wide range of contemporary and 
ethical dilemmas confronting our 
global social context. The aim of 
the sessions was not only to expose 
the students to a wide range of 
resource people from many fields 
and representing disparate opinions, 
but also to engage the students in 
questioning and articulating under-
lying social and creative agendas.

In my experience of Cornett’s 
classes, I have seldom seen students 
so eager and curious, engaged 
and thoughtful. It would seem 
appropriate that Cornett be given 
clarity on his dismissal and termi-
nation after his significant contri-
bution to McGill academic life.

Jaswant Guzder
Head of Child Psychiatry
Institute of Community and 
Family Psychiatry

How many Cornett fans does it 
take to screw in a light bulb?
Re: “Paging Doctor Cornett” | 
Commentary | October 8

I had the great pleasure of twice 
participating, as an independent 
filmmaker, in some dialogical ses-
sions organized by Norman Cornett 
in the past years. I have always 
been impressed by the way Cornett 
raised difficult issues – as those I 
filmed for almost 15 years – and 
discussed them with his students.

No topics were excluded; 
his main concern was – and is 
still – the truth, no matter how 
disturbing this truth could pos-
sibly be to some people.

It seems now obvious that this 
way of seeing the world, and analyz-
ing international issues, with a dif-
ferent eye does not please everyone.

But it is strange that a university 
like McGill, with its reputation of 
freedom and dedication to serve 
a high level of intelligence cannot 
tolerate a few libres penseurs.

It is sad. It is also frightening.
Could McGill’s administration at 

least explain publicly and clearly, in 
the name of the freedom of informa-
tion – which is a great value shared 
by most people in this country – 
why Norman Cornett is not allowed 
to continue his pedagogical mission?

Raymonde Provencher
Macuma International
Filmmaker

It just takes him: he holds 
the light bulb and the world 
revolves around him
Re: “Do you people have a newsletter 
or something?” | Letters | January 28

Interested in alternative educa-
tion, I’ve seen Alanis Obomsawin’s 
documentary film concerning 
Norman Cornett twice, one at the 
Montreal opening in June 2009 at the 
Bibliothèque et archives nationales 
du Québec and a second time, with 
a group of students, at the National 
Film Board cinema in October. I 
gleaned so much from both showings 
about what it is to include students in 
personal reflection and expression of 
their own thoughts in such creative 
ways. Education is more than just 
academic knowledge, but includes 
building students’ personal integrity 
by permitting them to grow in their 
own assessment of issues and the 
articulation of their positions with 
the due respect that they deserve.

Although I’ve never stud-
ied at McGill, I’m appalled at 
Cornett’s dismissal, effected 
without a given reason. Whether 
we agree with Bob Gainey con-
cerning Georges Laraque’s firing 
from the Montreal Canadiens, 
he at least had the courage and 
decency of giving his reasons.

The showing of Obomsawin’s 
film on campus might be a very 
appropriate move at this time, not 
to foment anger or rebellion but to 
bring the student body on board to 
demand the administration to be 
forthright about Cornett’s dismissal.

Pierre LeBel
Director, Youth With A Mission (Montreal)
This letter first appeared on our web site as a comment.

The answer is yes
Re: “Do you people have a newsletter 
or something?” | Letters | January 28

I certainly do entirely agree with 
Mira Etlin-Stein’s commentary con-
cerning Doctor Cornett’s unjustified 
and unexplained firing as well as her 
suggestion of an on-campus screen-
ing of Alanis Obomsawin’s excel-
lent film which admirably questions 
McGill University’s dishonourable 
silence in this matter.

Jean-Antonin Billard
Retired film professor
This letter first appeared on our web site as a comment.

Errata
In the article “SSMU Midterms” 

(January 28, News), it was incor-
rectly stated that TaCEQ was “a new 
coalition formed by SSMU and four 
other student unions,” when, in fact, 
TaCEQ consists of SSMU and three 
other student unions. It was also 
incorrectly stated that “Ronderos-
Morgan has been working…to cre-
ate a group that will periodically 
bring together SSMU, McGill, and 
the Citizens Committee.” In fact, no 
group exists, only the Community 
Action and Relations Endeavour 
(CARE), which is a series of sched-

uled meetings, activities, and pro-
grams between these stakeholders 
to engender institutional communi-
cation and a lasting relationship.

The headline for the article 
“7,000 protest ‘insult to democracy’” 
(January 28, News) was incorrect. 
It should have read “27,000 protest 
‘insult to democracy.’”

In “Montreal hosts Haiti aid talks” 
(News, January 23), The Daily erro-
neously referred to the executive 
director of Oxfam Canada as Richard 
Fox. His name is Robert Fox.

The Daily regrets the errors.
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A limited opportunit
Emily Clare illustrates the history of artistic censorship 

I t is strange to wander the streets of 
deteriorating 1950s art deco without 
the overwhelming sight of billboard 

ads for Coke and Apple. Revolutionary 
heroes such as Che Guevara and José 
Martí take form in statues, murals, 
and signs. More often than not they 
are accompanied with slogans such as 
Hasta la Victoria Siempre or ¡Nos Dejo 
Su Ejemplo! 

Cuba is a country of layered existence, 
a cultural enigma, and an anachronism 
in both the developing and developed 
world. To understand the Caribbean 
island, you have to understand its histo-
ry. It is a place where the past, in many 
ways, is still the present. The idyllic view 
presented by the Cuban government to 
thousands of tourists starkly contrasts 
with the reality of a police state. 

The government under Fidel Castro 
has consistently enforced different 
levels of repression on artists since he 
came to power in 1959. This has created 
a complicated relationship between the 
artist and the government. Censorship 
has and continues to prevent work con-
sidered “counter-revolutionary” from 
being displayed in galleries, and has 
even forced some artists into exile. 
On the other hand, this same force 
has been the catalyst for a new form of 
expression, which may not have oth-
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Selections from Cuban artists Joel Jover Llenderrosos and Osmany Soler Mena, and Canadian artist James K-M.
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a Canadian artist based 
uver, explained how this 
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; the economic reality is 
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s pieces, he depicts the 
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recently invited to the 
l Centre of Fine Arts of 
participate in an exhibition 
ban artists, Llenderrosos 
Soler Mena. Los Artistas 

e Artist Magicians, was a 
of the three artists’ indi-

vidual work, in which “their personal 
visions translate in a subconscious or 
instinctive way the survival of the origi-
nal meanings of primal art.” The exhibi-
tion also served as a cultural exchange 
between the two countries.

K-M described art as an effort to see 
beyond the visible. “Artists sometimes 
want to remain in the realm of the 
material and the academic. That’s not 
what art is supposed to be about,” he 
said. “Art should always be trying to get 
to a place that you can’t see.”

Art can be seen in all segments of 
Cuban society, due to the ubiquitous 
communist propagandist art, where 
the factory worker, farmer, and other 
heroes of the Revolution are dashingly 
valourized.

Cuba’s art culture is often interpreted 
through the iconic picture of Che, taken 
by the Cuban photographer Alberto 
Korda. The image has been appropriated 
ad nauseum by everyone from hipsters to 
young tweens. Though its pervasiveness 
has confirmed Cuban art as a part of pop 
culture, this single image cannot begin 
to reflect the richness and resourceful-
ness of a society in which the artist and 
the state, adversity and diversity, hang in 
a delicate balance.

“There is a specific collision of con-
ditions in Cuba that are perfect for cul-
tivating a specific cultural depth,” said 
K-M. “The most interesting part of this 
is that the goal, in fact, is not in mak-
ing art per se but in creating a culture 
that gestures beyond itself. Life in Cuba 
seems to conspire towards an intangi-
ble; the art in Cuba isn’t necessarily in 
the art, it is Cuba itself.”

A rt has historically served as a 
means   of cultural transforma-

tion and propaganda in Cuba. After the 
Revolution, the government implement-
ed a policy that allowed the masses to 

access art schools and cultural centres. 
The ideology of the “revolutionary” 
incorporated the belief that art and cul-
ture needed to become a genuine pat-
rimony of the people. The Revolution 
was a widespread experience for most 
Cubans, which permeated their culture, 
economy, and politics. It has allowed for 
greater access to the arts for everyone, 
stemming a cultural monopoly by intel-
lectual minorities. 

In a speech, “Palabras a los intelec-
tuales” in 1961, Castro called for an 
enrichment of not only the material 
sphere, but also the spiritual and cul-
tural sphere. “Just as the Revolution is 
concerned with the development of the 
conditions and the forces which permit 
the satisfaction of all the material needs 
of the people,” said Castro, “so do we 
also want to develop the conditions 
which will permit the satisfaction of all 
the cultural needs of the people.” 

Nonetheless, the same speech 
Castro emphasized clear demarca-
tions of the level of cultural expression 
allowed within a communist society. 
The true “revolutionary” was someone 
willing to sacrifice their own creative 
expression for the Revolution. “What 
are the rights of revolutionary or non-
revolutionary writers and artists? Within 
the Revolution, everything. Against the 
Revolution, no rights at all,” he said.

Abstract art was discouraged under 
Castro, and there was a push toward 
realism – a socialist realism where the 
farmer and the factory workers played 
the leading roles. The speech has been 
used to justify extensive censorship and 
abuses by the government on artists and 
intellectuals. The Unidades Militares 
para la Ayuda de Producción, or Military 
Units to Aid Production, were camps 
created by the government in 1965 as a 
means of suppressing the influence of 
bourgeois and counter-revolutionary 

values on mainstream society.
After the fall of the Soviet Union, 

Cuba was witness to an economic crisis 
known as “the Special Period in Time of 
Peace.” The country lost 80 per cent of 
both its imports and exports. Castro was 
forced to stave off famine and incorpo-
rated free-market elements into Cuba’s 
economy. 

Pavel Alejandro Barrios Sosa, the 
chief curator of the gallery that hosted 
Los Artistas Magos, described the eight-
ies as a period of aggressive criticism 
against the regime and society.

“They were visually very aggressive. 
But then art institutions began closing 
their doors due to censorship, and art-
ists were forced to find other means of 
expression,” said Sosa in Spanish. 

One of the main vehicles of censor-
ship was the National Union of Writers 
and Artists of Cuba (UNEAC). The 
UNEAC, however, also provides criti-
cal support for many artists. Without its 
support, many artists would not have 
the required funding to show or publish 
their work. 

Cuban art now serves as a cultural 
export and a source of income for the 
Cuban government, which relies heavily 
on the cultivated tourism industry. 

Although art was initially limited 
to spreading egalitarian and socialist 
ideals, the government loosened its 
censorship in the early nineties. The 
art industry is highly dependent upon 
foreign investment, with some pieces 
fetching up to tens of thousands of dol-
lars, though Cubans within the country 
typically do not have disposable income 
to buy art.

“Tourists started to arrive and bring 
us new concepts, self-being, and mer-
chandise. Prior to this, we viewed our-
selves as a collective being,” said Sosa. 
“Then came the foreign curators, critics 
– the international art market. The art-

ists began to realize the worth of their 
work and the power of money.”

The artist can have a complicated rela-
tionship with the state, continuously 

providing social commentary about the 
regime, yet restricted by the possibility 
of censorship. It’s easy to decode com-
mon images for their political signifi-
cance. The boot, for example, represents 
Castro; a brick, the embargo. 

It isn’t always clear what will be cen-
sored, the decision falling upon the 
Communist Party of Cuba. A recent 
exhibition at Sosa’s gallery, which 
depicted 19th-century revolution-
ary hero José Martí as Neo from The 
Matrix , was censored for being too 
internationalized. 

For the Cuban artist, their work is 
an expression of their personal belief 
system, and also a means of survival. 
Compared to the average annual income 
of $240, Cuban artists can make more 
than $2,700 – though if they reach this 
amount they must give 50 per cent of 
their income to the government. Many 
see art as a valuable opportunity to pro-
vide for themselves and their families. 

Since Castro relaxed censorship in 
the nineties, it was no longer a require-
ment to portray a narrow range of 
socialist imagery. Instead, the artist 
could express their own vision – but 
still with limitations. “The artists began 
to change their language of social narra-
tion to a language of universal assimila-
tion and intelligence,” said Sosa. Their 
implicit messages rely on the power of 
suggestion and interpretation.

When asked of his views about the 
government and politics, Llenderrosos 
recoiled slightly and simply replied, 
“Well, you’re leaving and I’m staying 
here. People should talk about politics 
without fear, but I prefer to leave poli-
tics for politicians.”



A     public health organiza-
tion has voiced support 
for supervised injection 

sites in Quebec in a recent pub-
lication drawing from studies 
that examined Insite Vancouver, 
North America’s first supervised 
injection site.

The 2009 report from the 
Institut national de santé publique 
du Quebec (INSPQ) pointed to pos-
itive benefits such as minimizing 
disease transmission and overdose-
related deaths, as well as providing 
injection drug users with access to 
health care as reasons for the rec-
ommendation. 

This is only the first step in 
implementing the still-controversial 
supervised injection sites in Quebec, 
but places like Insite, established 
less than seven years ago, have 
demonstrated that there are sur-
prisingly few drawbacks compared 
to the benefits. 

Clientele at safe injection sites 
are given clean syringes and 
other necessary equipment to 
decrease the transmission of HIV 
and Hepatitis C, which can be 
spread through sharing needles. 
According to a summary of find-
ings published in the Canadian 
Medical Association Journal in 
2006, there have been drug over-
doses at Insite, but no overdose-
related deaths, thanks to the 
medical care immediately avail-
able.

The benefits of supervised 
injection sites don’t stop after users 
walk out the facility’s doors. This 
was explained by Jean-François 
Mary, client representative of 
Cactus – a community organiza-
tion in Montreal which provides a 
needle exchange program as well 
as social support for at-risk popu-
lations including intravenous drug 
users and sex-trade workers. 

“[The sites] promote safer hab-
its for injection…even if the per-
son doesn’t do all of his [or her] 
injections in the safe injection site. 
There is a lot of education going 
on there on the practices of injec-
tion,” Mary said. “The nurses have 
the ability to teach people how to 
inject safely and properly.”

Sarina Isenberg, student direc-
tor of the McGill Global AIDS 
Coalition, voices support for 
resources such as addiction treat-
ment services and Insite’s social 
benefits. 

“Not only do they train people 
on how to inject safely with the 
supervision of nurses and trained 

staff but they also have kind of a 
support group there, and there’s 
counselling available. It functions 
as a community centre of sorts,” 
Isenberg said. 

Richard Elliott, executive direc-
tor of the Canadian HIV/AIDS 
Legal Network, pointed out a cost-
saving aspect of supervised injec-
tion sites. 

“There is the benefit of saving 
public funds by actually getting 
health services to people in need 
of them in a preventive, expense-
saving kind of way rather than 
high expenses of ambulance 
responses to overdoses, hospi-
talization costs associated with 
those, all of the costs of treat-
ing people for untreated infec-
tion, whether it is with HIV or 
[Hepatitis-C] or other kinds of 
sepsis from abscess sites that get 
infected,” said Elliott. 

Despite the proven benefits 
of supervised injection sites, 
the federal government recently 
appealed to shut down Insite. 
With the appeal dismissed in 
January, Insite was allowed to 
remain open on both jurisdic-
tional and constitutional grounds, 
meaning that the provincial, rath-
er than the federal government, 
held precedence in the matter. 
More importantly, the site was 
determined to have a sound con-
stitutional basis. 

According to Elliott, this legal 
case is important. “There are some 
very significant implications for 
what might happen in other prov-
inces,” he said. But what does this 
mean for supervised injection sites 
in Quebec?

“The ministry of health doesn’t 
have much to hide behind now…. 
It’s time…to take a position on 
this matter. Whether it is a posi-
tive or negative response, we need 
to be aware of what the position 
is,” said Mary.

“I think the time has well passed 
for continuing to wonder about 
whether or not these sites are a 
good idea. The evidence is certainly 
in,” said Elliott. 

According to Elliott, the publi-
cation from the INSPQ should be 
“an encouragement for the Quebec 
government to actually get on with 
looking at where those sites might 
be needed and useful in Quebec 
and working with community orga-
nizations that work with the com-
munities most affected.” 

Mary commented on Cactus’s 
possible future in implementing 
supervised injection sites.  

“We’ve been running a needle 
exchange program for more than 
20 years so we know that we would 

be able to offer, in the premises of 
Cactus, a place for people to inject 
safely and I think this is the posi-
tion of other exchange programs in 
Montreal,” he said. 

Mary noted, however, that 
Insite runs on funding provided 
by the British Columbia Ministry 
of Health, and so far there has 
been no indication of the Quebec 
Ministry of Health’s opinion on 
the sites. 

A supervised injection site in 
Quebec would also require a fed-
eral waiver of criminal liability, like 
Insite Vancouver obtained in 2003 
during the Martin administration. 
Mark Wainberg, director of the 
McGill AIDS Centre, was not opti-
mistic that such a waiver could be 
obtained from the current Harper 
administration.

“It’s one thing to challenge 
the existence of a site or to chal-
lenge the government for want-
ing to shut it down once it’s open 
already. It’s a much more difficult 
thing to start a new site from 
scratch,” said Wainberg. “I’m not 
aware of any serious efforts being 

made here to open such a site, 
although I think it’s fair to say that 
the vast majority of HIV research-
ers in Quebec would endorse the 
idea.” 

While there may be a long way 
to go before opening a supervised 
injection site in Quebec, the dis-
missal of the appeal against Insite 
in Vancouver indicates that these 
types of health care centres could 
eventually take root in other 

Canadian cities. 
While the public generally tends 

to look at the big picture of super-
vised injection sites, Elliott notes 
that we must remember these 
sites are helping individuals. “The 
potential for protecting individu-
als’ health is one of the benefits, 
particularly individuals who are 
some of the most marginalized 
and least connected to necessary 
health services.”
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Support for safe injection sites
Positive studies might not be enough to get Quebec on board

Tara Brosnan
Sci+Tech Writer

Supervised injection sites act as community centres and offer addiction resources as well. 
 Sally Lin | The McGill Daily

“The time has well passed 
for continuing to wonder 

about whether or not these 
sites are a good idea. The 

evidence is certainly in”

Richard Elliott Executive Director, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network



Growing up with a brother 
six years older than me, I 
was frequently the subject 

of sibling abuse. Often, he’d simply 
pin me down, his butt inches from 
my face, and fart repeatedly – or, 
with our rotary phone unhooked, 
threaten to call the garbage man 
to come take me away. (As it turns 
out, the garbage man doesn’t col-
lect small children, let alone make 
house calls).  

On the more traumatic occa-
sions, he’d subject me to what he 
liked to call “tickle torture.” Holding 
both my puny arms in his left hand, 
he’d tickle me mercilessly with his 
right until my laughter turned to 
shrieks and my mother had to shoo 
him away with her wooden spoon.  

To my surprise, my brother 
didn’t invent tickle torture. The 
ancient Romans coated the bare 
feet of criminals in salt and then set 
a goat to the task of licking it off; 
the victim’s feet were often licked 
raw before the goat deemed the job 
finished. Chinese courts during the 
Han Dynasty favoured the tickle as 
a method to punish royalty: tickling, 
when done by a human at least, sel-
dom leaves a mark.   

For as long as we have used the 
tickle – for pain or pleasure – we 
have wondered why we can’t tickle 
ourselves. Darwin theorized that for 

a tickle to be effective it had to be 
unpredictable – an impossibility dur-
ing a self-tickle. He was almost right.  

In 1998, neuroscientists at 
University College London set to the 
task of determining what the differ-
ence was, neurologically speaking, 
between a good tickle and a bad self-
tickle. To do this, they needed to 
create a tickle device that could be 
used inside a magnetic brain scan-
ner – a difficult task, as anything 
made of metal would be sucked into 
the machine’s giant magnet, impal-
ing the test subject in the process. 
In the end, they came up with some-
thing similar to a plastic, gag store 
back scratcher, modified slightly so 
that both the test subjects and the 
experimenters could operate it.  

With the brain scanner running, 
the tickle device cocked and ready 
to, well, tickle, subjects experienced 
three conditions: the experiment-
ers tickled the subjects, the subjects 
tickled themselves, or the subjects 
simply moved the tickle device 
around without actually placing it 
against their skin.  

When the experimenters tickled 
the test subjects, a brain area known 
as the sensory cortex lit up. Not 
surprising. But when the subjects 
tickled themselves, this area wasn’t 
nearly as active. In fact, brain activ-
ity during a self-tickle looked about 

the same as when subjects simply 
moved the tickle device around.  

A closer study of the data 
showed that during a self-tickle, an 
area of the brain near the bottom 
rear of the head called the cerebel-
lum was also active. The cerebel-
lum, it seemed, was instructing the 
sensory cortex to cancel out the 
sensory signals generated by the 
self-tickle precisely because it was 
self-produced. Such a response by 

the cerebellum is likely a product 
of evolution – a mechanism allow-
ing our brains to respond rapidly to 
external stimuli while ignoring self-
generated, often accidental, stimuli. 
Without this sensory cancellation 
we’d be annoyingly startled every 
time one hand accidentally brushed 
against the other.  

These days, I claim – mostly in 
front of girlfriends and my younger 
cousins – to be impervious to a 

good tickle. It’s a big lie. Everyone 
with an intact spinal cord is ticklish. 
After years of my brother’s tickle 
torture, I mastered what I like to 
call the tickle poker face – what’s 
the point of tickling someone if 
they aren’t going to laugh? 
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Not with my own two hands
The science behind why you can’t tickle yourself

Different areas of the brain show activity when another person is tickling you. 
 Carly Shenfield for The McGill Daily

What about next time?
Listening to research predictions necessary in preparing for natural disasters

The recent earthquake in Haiti 
has occupied newspaper 
front pages since its occur-

rence in early January. Through all 
the discussion of the devastating 
effects of the disaster and the slow-
in-coming international aid and 
relief, though, there has been little 
discourse about whether or not the 
earthquake could have been pre-
vented. Despite Haiti’s vulnerabili-
ties, one would like to think that 
the effects might not have been as 
widespread or devastating if the 
international community had been 
warned of impending destruction. 
In fact, we were warned.

In 2008, five scientists at the 
Caribbean Geological Conference 
stated that the fault zone on the 
south side of Hispaniola Island, 
which Haiti shares with the 
Dominican Republic, posed a major 

seismic hazard. Not unexpectedly, 
the January 12 earthquake was due 
to that same fault line, known as 
the Enriquillo-Plantain Garden fault 
zone. Caught between the tectonic 
plates of North America and the 
Caribbean, the island experienced a 
shock measuring 7.0 on the Richter 
scale.  

Geologists were not surprised by 
the quake, as this region is known 
to be very seismically active. The 
last major earthquake in the region 
occurred in 1946 and created a tsu-
nami near Hispaniola that left near-
ly 20,000 people homeless.  The tec-
tonic plates along the fault – which, 
it should be noted, lies directly 
under the city of Port-au-Prince – 
have been known to slide past one 
another in an east-west direction. 
The problem, however, with pre-
dicting an earthquake along what is 
known as a strike-slip boundary is 
that the strike can remain dormant 
for hundreds of years. Although it 

has been documented that stress 
was building up along the faults of 
the boundaries (where the parts of 
the earth’s crust stick to each other), 
there was no way to know when a 
strong movement would cause that 
pressure to be released. 

Similarly, before the 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami, there had been 
warnings of stress build-up along 
the strike-slip boundary located 
west of Indonesia. The tension grew 
for over 200 years before being 
released in an underwater earth-
quake, which caused the seabed 
to flex and resulted in the natural 
disaster that killed over 220,000 
people.  

According to a correspon-
dence in the February 2010 issue 
of Nature Geoscience, however, 
the long-awaited, dreaded earth-
quake of Indonesia has yet to come. 
The researchers, including John 
McCloskey of the Environmental 
Sciences Research Institute at the 

University of Ulster, conclude that 
the region’s “strain-energy budget 
remains substantially unchanged 
and the threat of a great tsunami-
genic earthquake…is unabated.”

Until the technology used to pre-
dict earthquakes can be fine-tuned 
to predict not just where, but more 
specifically, when natural disasters 
will occur, we must remember that 
such disasters are not just probable, 
but inevitable. The importance of 
preparation cannot be emphasized 
enough. With known regions of 
impact, we can start to organize 
our relief efforts before they even 
happen.  

Although it takes considerable 
amounts of money to reinforce the 
infrastructure of an already impov-
erished country, there are many 
other methods that can reduce the 
effects of otherwise completely 
devastating catastrophes. In the 
case of Indonesia, the country will 
hopefully benefit from its plan to 

strengthen tsunami warning sys-
tems, which sense trembling in 
the earth’s crust and issue warn-
ings to civilians along the coast-
lines through speakers and mega-
phones when the system senses 
an earthquake that could lead to 
a wave, urging people to travel 
inland immediately. Other low-tech 
methods that are cheap but effec-
tive include earthquake tables, the 
legs of which are built to withstand 
strong compression in case roofs 
cave in, and safe-houses, which 
are reinforced structures built for 
people to run to during the earth-
quake and aftershocks.  

As an international community, 
we can no longer say we have not 
been warned. Relief efforts are slow 
and after a devastating blow, the sit-
uation only worsens. The problem 
lies in targeting the regions that 
are most at risk – geologically and 
structurally – and actually instating 
preventative methods now.  

Rhea Pavan
Sci+Tech Writer

Daniel Lametti

Split Brain
The

Daniel Lametti writes every other 
week. If you really think you can’t be 
tickled, he’ll accept the challenge: 
thesplitbrain@mcgilldaily.com.

UNDER THE SCOPE
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Conférence publique

« Geometreks »
Ivars Peterson

Director of Publications for 
Journals and Communications 

at the Mathematical Association
of America will give the next 

« Grande Conference » of the
Centre de recherches 

mathématiques (CRM)

Thursday February 4th, 2010 at 7:30 pm 
Free admission

Pavillon Jean-Coutu
2940, chemin de la Polytechnique
Salle S1-151
Université de Montréal 

Université-de-Montréal
or Côte-des-Neiges

A wine reception will be offered after the lecture
Registration: www.crm.umontreal.ca/inscription

University of Ottawa

The Graduate School of Public and International A ffairs  is one of a kind!
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Graduate studies in public and international affairs

�����������
��������here.

Submit your application today:

www.socialsciences.uOttawa.ca/api

Faculty of Science - Research Innovation Office

INVITING all SCIENCE STUDENTS interested in

(Technology Entrepreneurship Club)
Science TEC

Join us for the next meeting of

cultivating their entrepreneurial skills,
translating tech innovations into products,
commercializing a technology

Info: Erica Besso (514) 398-3897 www.mcgill.ca/science/rio

Also find out about the annual competition for
Fessenden Prizes in Science Innovation .

Thursday, February 4, 2010
12:00 to 2:00 pm

Pulp and Paper Research Center
3420 University (near Sherbrooke), Room 101

��
��
��

Thursday, February 4  
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Redpath Hall, 3461 Mc Tavish, Main Campus

Research is at the root of  
innovation and progress.
Meet some of McGill’s top researchers and see  
the breadth of research and career opportunities  
for students at McGill.  See research displays from  
all 11 Faculties: Agriculture & Environmental  
Sciences, Arts, Dentistry, Education, Engineering,  
Law,  Management, Medicine, Music, Religious  
Studies, and Science. 

Information: Lorraine Torpy (514) 398-3992  
or lorraine.torpy@mcgill.ca

www.mcgill.ca/researchexpo/
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Asturcon
Tom Rowlinson
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At first glance it’s hard to 
know what to make of 
Victoria Stanton’s current 

photo exhibition,  (Being) One 
Thing at a Time. Individually, each 
of the seven photos in the exhibit 
appeared simple, almost boring. 
Indeed, some of them wouldn’t 
stand out in a family photo album 
your little brother made. Half of 
the photos were taken on a digital 
camera. All of them feature normal 
-looking people in normal-look-
ing places. It’s only when all the 
photos are considered together 
that Stanton’s art begins to make 
sense. 

Stanton’s exhibition, on display at 
Corrid’Art de Compagnie, is part of 
a larger body of her work respond-
ing to public space in Montreal. 
Stanton aims at “highlighting the 

mundane…turning what we take 
for granted into something artful 
and meaningful…to find (or uncov-
er) the ‘performative’ in the every-
day.” And, with very few photos, she 
does just that.

(Being) One Thing at a Time 
proposes to “open up a dialogue 
between the body and the space it 
traverses,” and it is Stanton’s atten-
tion to this dialogue that turns 
average people in average places 
into expressions of visual language 
– a language that alters drastically 
depending on place and space.

In one photo, a group of eight 
people (including Stanton) feed 
each other soup across the table in a 
restaurant. In their subtle, relatively 
impolite way, they alter their rela-
tionship with the environment with 
this simple action. “When we feed 
each other, as adults…not for one 
bite but for an entire meal, we are 
creating another dynamic and visu-
al language that seeps into the envi-

ronment around us,” Stanton said. 
What stands out is not the gesture, 
but the gesture in relation to its sur-
rounding space. In a public place, 
this simple and infantile action 
appears transgressive and slightly 
unethical. It’s hard to pinpoint just 
what about this is incongruous – 
the place, for passive-aggressively 
imposing such tacit rules, or the 
people, for so passive-aggressively 
violating them. 

Similarly, another piece shows 
groups of couples kissing on a 
sidewalk, a street corner, and what 
could be a café. The background 
is indistinct and ordinary. But the 
couple’s collective gesture, though 
simple, looks discordant against it. 
Removed from its typical context, 
kissing appears ludicrous. 

In a third photo, 11 colour-
fully dressed people are shown in 
a grassy park, lying awkwardly on 
bicycles as if they had all fallen off 
and promptly gone to sleep. A line 

of text beneath it reads, “We make 
a small blanket of our bicycles and 
bodies, warming our skins and the 
side of the mountain. Does the 
grass feel us? Does the sky notice?” 
Not necessarily; but certainly the 
people do. 

Stanton’s art emphasizes pre-
cisely that point – that to us, no 
space is neutral. Spaces and plac-
es exists to us as sense data and, 
later, memory. Like people, they 
hold memories and emotions. 
And in the same way that we influ-
ence people, we influence public 
space.

In another photo, for example, 
four people hold doormats saying 
“Welcome” on a sidewalk in front 
of a carpet store. A mundane place 
becomes cordial through a simple 
human action. This is the high-
light of Stanton’s art: more than 
anything, the photos emphasize 
human freedom in space and place. 
And they did it in such a simple and 

subtle way that they emphasized 
the degree to which this freedom 
is easy. Hold up signs by a carpet 
store and it becomes a place for 
gathering, kiss on a sidewalk and 
it becomes a place for romance, 
fall onto the grass and it becomes 
sensual and curious. Subjectivity 
manipulates objectivity. 

Stanton’s art captures human 
possibility – taking the given, inert 
world, and making it better, more 
humane. It depicts with witty sim-
plicity the degree to which each 
act is public and powerful, and the 
degree to which even the most 
banal places and spaces are respon-
sive and instrumental. Places are 
malleable, Stanton tells her view-
ers. We have creative power over 
them. 

Gavin Thomson
The McGill Daily

Shaping 
the world 
around you
New exhibit asserts people’s 
control over public spaces

(Being) One Thing at a Time is on 
display at Corrid’Art de Compagnie 
(6323 St. Hubert). For more infor-
mation visit bankofvictoria.com.

 Courtesy of Victoria Stanton

New stories 
all the time
Check them out
 @
mcgilldaily.com

Some Things Are Better Instant





Across
1. Fungal spore sacs
5. Chance, haps prefix
8. To drink juice after whiskey
13. Building near a silo
14. Ricelike pasta
15.Theorem rhyming with 
Austen heroine
16. "-zoic" things
17. Knit and __
18. Portf___ (pl.)
19. Driving force in psycho-
analysis and teenagers
22. Characteristic carrier
23. Ballpoint, e.g.
24. Rhymes with Beyoncé
27. In favour of
29. Missing from the Marines, say
33. Embryonic sacs
34. Civil rights org.
36. Lawyers' org.
37. CC Burgundy ingredient
40. “I” problem to some
41. Effeminate Middle Earth 
resident
42. "One of _____ days, 
Alice..."
43. Edamame bean
45. Certain digital watch face, 
for short
46. __ Schnitzel
47. Blonde's secret, maybe
49. Length x width, for a rect-
angle
50. Fat old man, takes pictures 
with kids
58. Sunburn soothers
59. ____ to riches

60. Good-quality sound
61. General, clothing, corner
62. Escaped from Sodom with 
his “a-daughters”
63. Joie-de-vivre
64. Abbrevs are sweeping the 
nashe
65. Caught
66. Arid

Down
1. Biblical shepherd
2. Rani's wear
3. Cancer sign
4. Logo
5. Notorious dried fruit
6. “The Snowy Day” author 
___ Jack Keats
7. Sushi unit
8. Copy
9. Tim Burton's wife
10. Gulf V.I.P.
11. E.P.A. (and 
everyone's) 
concern
12. Like shoot-
ing fish in a 
barrel
14. Express
20. We just fin-
ished one
21. Age, era
24. Confronts
25. Jungian 
vision of parent
26. Bother
27. Like win-
dows

28. Strif dna donces olrdw, e.g.
30. Come to
31. Corpulent
32. Cake part
34. Narthex neighbor
35. Feels sorry for
38. More rad?
39. Puts away
44. Stick to
46. Hand/arm connector
48. Affirmatives
49. Parisian dialect
50. You break it every morning
51. A chorus line?
52. Honk
53. Mountain goat’s perch
54. Holy crown
55. 1/500 of the Indianapolis 
500
56. Way, way off
57. Trigonometric function
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Lies, half-truths, and foxy jokes

The Crossword Fairies

Santa and Freud walk into a bar

Solution to “Global warming is real”
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Jenny, Ausable State Park, 
1987. In the photograph she 
stands bent at a 90 degree 
angle, peering at a fox. A 
magnifying glass is held to 
one eye. She doesn’t know it 
yet, but the animal is dead. 
She thinks it asleep – natu-
ral, perhaps, for someone 
of her age. She circles it 

slowly, magnifier in hand. 
Examining it from all angles, 
watching an ant slowly 
climb up its tail and disap-
pear into matted brown fur. 
She doesn’t hear the shutter 
click once, then twice. They 
say the photographer didn’t 
leave a trace. 

— Amelia Schonbek

Circa 100-word story

Where the FUCK the TAs at?

A university is defined as an institution for higher learning, so why, WHY 
on earth would McGill cut back on TAs due to lack of funding?! That’s tak-
ing money away from the most integral part of ANY university! I read the 
article “Where the TAs at?” (Commentary, January 25), and I’m with you! I 
feel so frustrated when I see multitudes of workers hired to blow the dead 
leaves off of Lower Field when that money could go to hiring more TAs. I 
honestly don’t think that the students give a fuck about there being fresh 
flowers around campus, when we only get one TA for a class of 200!!! Why 
is Heather Munroe-Blum throwing away our tuition money at the Ritz to 
entertain her guests when that money could go to hiring a few more TAs?! 
We should be more frustrated about this.

Fuck This! is a therapeutic anonymous rant column, not necessarily about 
HMB wasting your cash. Send your 200-word-or-less philippic every week 
to compendium@mcgilldaily.com . Anonymity  guaranteed, but nothing 
hateful – just frustrated!

All I want to do is tickle 
you from the inside (i.e. 
make you laugh with intel-
lectual jokes).

compendium@mcgilldaily.com

Camilla Grudova | The McGill Daily

Sally Lin | The McGill Daily
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