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COME CELEBRATE 
...all month long !

We are �� years old !

THURSDAY, MARCH 18

Stella Night
With a 20oz Stella 
you can take your glass home!

THURSDAY, MARCH 25

Jost & Gaspereau Flight 
with winemaker Gina Havercourt
A food and wine pairing. Try our �ight of 
wines and delicious appetizers!

Fill out the Alcove Survey  
for a chance to win an Alcove 

$50 Gift Certi�cate!

THURSDAY, MARCH 11

GARRISON 
& Nacho Night
With a pitcher of Garrison beer 
enjoy our complimentary nachos!

From March 12 to 14, the StFX 
X-Debate society participated in 
the Atlantic Canadian Debating 
Championships held at Dalhou-
sie University with teams plac-
ing first and third overall. 

Ryan Blood and Hilary 
Feltham took home “rst place 
while Daniel Hindmarsh and soci-
ety president Dave Faour earned 
a third place showing against 
teams representing other univer-
sities of the Atlantic region.  

Blood and Feltham competed 
in the final round against a team 
from Acadia University con-
sisting of Nigel Cones and Dan 
Sparkman. They debated a cryp-
tic resolution that stated, •if the 
secret eternal life is discovered, 
we should destroy it.Ž 

In total, four teams were sent 
to the tournament from StFX 
with three reaching competition 
in the semi-finals. The other 
teams placed fifth and eleventh 
in the standings, respectively. 
StFX also sent judges from the 
society•s ranks. 

Finally, the society also 
scored strongly in individual 
standings. Faour placed third, 
Hindmarsh earned fourth and 
Blood scored fifth in the rank-

ings of personal performances 
in the tournament. Faour feels 
it was among StFX•s strongest 
showings yet at the annual de-
bating event. 

•The whole team is all proud, 
we had a really strong showing,Ž 
he says. 

•We•re both really happy be-
cause it•s our last year with X-
Debate, so this is a great mem-
ory to have,Ž adds Feltham who 
is set to graduate this year along 
with her fellow debating partner, 
Blood.  

She notes that the StFX team 
is comprised entirely of under-
graduate students. Nonetheless, 
they compete against teams with 
graduate and law students from 
Atlantic Canadian universities 
with upper level academic pro-
grams.

Blood feels that the team has 
greatly improved since he first 
joined in his first year, particu-
larly as it generated more fund-
ing from fundraisers and dona-
tions. 

•We have consistently gotten 
better if you look at the statis-
tics the over years. [That•s be-
cause] we have had a good sol-
id base of support of money with 
members and supporters com-
mitting to it.Ž 

The debate society was fund-
ed in part by the Office of the 

Dean of Arts, the StFX Admis-
sions Office, the students•  union 
as a student society, and by con-
tributions from alumni. Along 
with finances generated by fund-
raisers, registration for the 
weekend tournament was almost 
entirely accounted for. StFX par-
ticipants only had to add approx-
imately ten dollars each. Hotel 
and travel costs were extra. 

Normally, tournaments cost 
about $60 to $80 per participant. 

The society also competes in 
a national competition each year 
hosted by McGill, the McGill 
Winter Carnival North American 
Invitational. New members also 
have the opportunity to gain ex-
perience in an annual regional 
novices• tournament. In total, 
Faour estimates they attend four 
to five events a year. 

Finally, the society helps the 
StFX Admissions Office to fa-
cilitate the annual Moses Co-
ady Debate Tournament held at 
StFX for high school students. 

Faour explains that the so-
ciety is always looking for new 
members, no experience re-
quired. 

•We take in a bunch of novic-
es each year. If somebody wants 
to come half way through the 
year, they•re more than welcome 
to. [StFX is hosting] the regional 
novices• tournament next year, 

so it•s for anyone who hasn•t de-
bated at university level yet.Ž 

•It•s pretty easy to pick up 
the basics [once you come out to 
a meeting]. Then you•re ready to 
go for the next week. There are 
also a number of people who just 
prefer to come and watch the de-
bate, judge, or contribute to the 
discussions [afterwards]. There 
is no obligation to debate,Ž he 
adds. 

Hindmarsh and Feltham had 
no previous experience before 
joining X-Debate in the first year 
at StFX. Blood debated in his 
Grade 12 high school year, while 
Faour had several years of expe-
rience at the high school level. 

Nonetheless, he assures that 
everyone catches up quickly. 

•High school experience 
doesn•t really translate into a 
whole lot at the university level. 
It•s really a whole new ballgame. 
You may have people who have 
zero experience and people who 
have four years experience, but 
after a few months they will be 
at comparable levels,Ž Faour ex-
plains. 

The society meets twice a 
week in room B19 of Nicholson 
Hall. Meetings are scheduled 
for Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. Soon, the 
society will be holding elections 
to decide next year•s executive.
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Already, President-Elect Sam 
Mason and Vice President-Elect 
Alia Hack are formulating plans 
to lead the students• union in up-
coming academic year.  

The uno�cial re-election re-
sults were announced on Thurs-
day, February 11, declaring Ma-
son and Hack the winners. The 
winning slate was glad that the 
problems with the initial elec-
tion results were recti“ed.  

•We were very pleased with 
the election, obviously, and very 
pleased that there was a re-elec-
tion and it was [done] with valid-
ity,Ž says Mason.  

•After the results of the “rst 
election, it was apparent that 
there were ”aws in the system. 
We were very much for the re-
election, because no one wants 
to win with doubt. So we•re 
pleased with the election team 
on that, in terms of showing that 
there were valid winners in each 
category.Ž 

On the subject of events of 
the weekend of February 20 in-
volving two all-male houses on 
campus, Hack commented on 
the issue of upholding tradition-
al house rivalries and events on 
campus.

•I don•t think amalgamation 
is the answer [to ending house 
rivalries]. Traditions are funda-
mental, and they don•t have to 
be bad or result in anger and vio-
lence,Ž says Hack.  

•With proper education mod-
elling of behaviour that we•d like 
to see through diversity training 
and positive space training, [it] 
will set the precedent that vio-
lence and negative behaviour be-
cause of tradition is not accept-

able.Ž 
Mason concurred, adding, •I 

am apprehensive with the idea 
that amalgamation is the solu-
tion, and [when] this proposition 
was brought forward [for Bish-
op•s Hall] when we were in grade 
12, there were protests on cam-
pus. I foresee that this kind of 
situation would happen again in 
terms of protesting. I think the 
real issue right now is positive 
space and anger management.Ž 

The ownership of the Golden 
X Inn recently transferred to the 
students• union this year, pre-
senting new challenges for the 
in-coming executive. Mason and 
Hack reveal that they are already 
developing plans.  

•In our platform, we were 
pushing for wet-dry events, and 
we are still very much consider-
ing it because there is a group of 
people that are very for it,Ž says 
Mason.  

•A lot of people that are 
against it are under the assump-
tion that we are pushing for a 
wet-dry Inn. That is not what was 
in our platform, but that is how 
it was perceived. What we are 
considering is working with the 
Inn and working with the provin-
cial government and having wet-
dry events.Ž

•If a house wants to host a 
night [at the Inn], potentially 
on a Saturday when the night 
is dead and the Inn is not mak-
ing money, this will give “rst 
year students the opportunity 
to go to the bar scene in a safe 
manner. And we will be making 
money if the house puts in some 
type of cover for the Inn,Ž he 
elaborates. 

With limited dry events oc-
curring on campus, Mason and 
Hack believe that “rst year stu-
dents have few options for ac-

tivities on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Mason explains he felt 
this frustration himself as an un-
derage student. 

•Where this really came from 
was in “rst year, having the 
U put up so many posters in 
our residence promoting these 
events that were 19-plus. And it 
was like, my student fees are go-
ing towards this union and there 
is nothing coming back in terms 
of the activities and events de-
partment.Ž 

•I remember just being so up-
set for so long, and I remember 
thinking, let•s do something. I 
want to do something someday 
so that “rst years don•t have to 
be upset that they•re being ex-
cluded,Ž says Mason.  

Other changes to the admin-
istration of the Inn include the 
creation of a new position, stu-
dent director. The union will 
work with the director to work 
manage the bar and continue to 
support weekly events.  

Mason and Hack also seek to 
address issues arising from the 
university•s administration af-
fecting students, including cut-
backs to the services o�ered by 
the Angus L. Macdonald Library. 

•This is an educational insti-
tution. We support that students 
are coming here for an educa-
tion, so by no means do we sup-
port the cutting of the funds 
because that is directly a�ect-
ing our research, our ability to 
learn,Ž asserts Hack. 

•It•s the number one reason 
why we•re here, and although 
the students• union might be 
here to put on events and ensure 
the best student experience, the 
best student experience goes 
hand-in-hand with getting a great 
education.Ž 

As the current academic year 

concludes, the in-coming stu-
dents• union executive are work-
ing towards a smooth transition 
and putting together a cohesive 
team. The next step is to begin 
planning Frosh Week; plans will 
soon be underway once summer 
begins.  

The students• union execu-
tive is paid to remain in Antigon-

ish for the summer to organize 
the up-coming year. In the mean-
time, Mason explains they want 
to engage the university admin-
istration in discussions. 

•Until the summer begins, we 
are going to start lobbying and 
working with the university in 
partnership. We want to start 
those discussions very soon.Ž
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The StFX Association of Univer-
sity Teachers voted to accept the 
StFX administration•s most re-
cent contract o�er.

Over sixty per cent of the 
union membership casted a bal-
lot in the vote held on campus on 
February 25 and 26. The results 
indicate strong support for the 
tentative agreement.

The union has been deliber-
ating the new contract with uni-
versity administration since the 
summer of 2009. The proposed 
contract comes after months of 
negotiations, two failed rounds of 

conciliation talks, and increasing 
concern about the prospects of a 
faculty strike on the StFX campus.

On February 16, members of 
the campus community were noti-
“ed via email that the two parties 
had reached a tentative agreement. 
The agreement was reached two 
days before the StFXAUT were in 
a legal position to strike, averting 
the labour action.

Although the agreement is 
still undergoing minor revisions, 
the Xaverian Weekly learned that 
the wages of lab instructors and 
clinical associates improved in 
this tentative agreement com-
pared to what was proposed by 
the university administration in 
previous o�ers.

Among the highlights of the 
contract settlement are a new 
employment equity policy; ben-
e“ts extended to members over 
the age of 65; common academic 
freedoms for all union members; 
and common pregnancy, adop-
tive, parental, and paternity 
leaves for all union members.

StFXAUT President Dr David 
Lynes says that, although the 
negotiations process was long, it 
was ultimately worthwhile.

•I think it•s a good agreement. 
It gives us something to build on 
in the future,Ž he comments.

The StFXAUT and the admin-
istration will begin negotiating 
the next contract during the sum-
mer of 2012.
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On Thursday, March 11, between 
5 and 6 p.m., the Xtending Hope 
Society will host an information 
session in Council Chambers 
about the transmission of HIV/
AIDS open to students and the 
Antigonish community.  

The information session is a 
prelude to an anonymous HIV/
AIDS testing service that will be 
o�ered the following week as part 
of the society•s Know Your Status 
campaign. 

Testing will be o�ered on 
March 16 at the health centre lo-
cated in Bloom“eld Building. This 
is the “rst time that HIV/AIDS 
testing has ever been o�ered on 
campus. 

Guest speakers at the informa-
tion session include Rose Corm-
ier, a Registered Nurse at the 
StFX health centre; Jo-Anne Rolls, 
a program coordinator of People 
Living with HIV/AIDS; and Joanne 
Dunford, a Registered Nurse with 
the Victoria Order of Nurses who 
performs anonymous HIV/AIDS 
testing. 

The student society is a�liated 
with the Xtending Hope Partner-
ship, a StFX initiative aimed at 

mobilizing the university commu-
nity to support work in Rwanda 
and Botswana that addresses the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic. The part-
nership includes students, faculty 
members, and members of the 
Coady International Institute.    

It was initially created in re-
sponse to a call for help made by 
Stephen Lewis, a former United 
Nations Special Envoy for AIDS 
in Africa and currently a professor 
at McMaster University. He asked 
for Canadian educational institu-
tions to help African countries ad-
dress the pandemic. 

The student society associ-
ated with the Xtending Hope 
Partnership is devoted to raising 
awareness about the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in Sub-Saharan Africa by 
hosting events such as the current 
campaign.  

Previous events include the 
Band Together campaign, the 
Hope Out Loud concert, and the 
Faces of Hope dramatic produc-
tion. They have also given out 
free condoms to promote safe sex 
practices.  

The society often holds fund-
raisers as well, including bake 
sales and coat checks. Any money 
that the society raises goes back 
to the Xtending Hope Partnership 
to fund internships and di�erent 

projects related to the African 
pandemic. 

Organizers explain that those 
interested in getting anonymous 
HIV/AIDS testing do not have 
to go to the information session. 
They can call into the health cen-
tre to book an appointment, or ar-
rive on the testing day. 

•We•re inviting anyone sexu-
ally active or non-sexually active 
to come to the information ses-
sion who wants to learn about the 
actual testing or the transmission 
of the disease,Ž elaborates Lau-
ren Galbraith, co-president of the 
Xtending Hope student society. 

•For this day in particular, we 
are looking to bring information 
about the problem back home [to 
Canada].Ž 

They recently decided to shift 
their attention from raising aware-
ness about HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa in favor of bringing the 
issue closer to home. 

•Basically it is a day that we 
want to raise awareness that HIV/
AIDS is prevalent in Canada,Ž 
comments Amy Fowler, co-pres-
ident of the Xtending Hope stu-
dent society.  

•A lot of people think that it•s 
just in Africa and that it doesn•t af-
fect us over here, [because] Anti-
gonish is small and [they assume] 

no one•s at risk. But that•s just not 
true. We want to take a day and 
just have people re”ect on what 
their status might be.Ž 

•There•s been a need for [HIV/
AIDS testing here] probably for 
years and years. People call into 
the health centre wondering 
when they can get this done and 
then they have to travel to Sydney 
or Cape Breton,Ž adds Galbraith. 

HIV/AIDS rates in Canada con-

tinues to rise, with an estimated 
57,000 cases in 2005 to 65,000 
cases in 2008, reports the Public 
Health Agency of Canada.  

•Because the focus has been 
on Sub-Saharan Africa for the 
past “ve or six years, that [makes 
people think] that it is only a prob-
lem over there and that they don•t 
have to worry about it. But it is a 
problem here in Canada,Ž reminds 
Galbraith.
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Xtending Hope asks, do you know your status?
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As members of Rally for Rwanda, 
eight StFX nursing students are 
organizing fundraisers for hospi-
tal supplies and aid to bring for 
their nursing practicum in Rwan-
da. 

Caroline Lutes, Kendra Mill-
er, Kathy Cress-Waugh, Sarah 
Tracey, Kendra Myers, Hillary 
Rand, Jennifer Fougere, and Jes-
sica MacLean will travel to the 
African nation to work in a Rwan-
dan hospital. Professor Elsa Jen-
sen will accompany them.  

To raise money, they will be 
hosting a silent auction on the 
afternoon of Friday, March 12, 
at Piper•s Pub. Available items 
include donations from Antigon-
ish businesses, including a free 
manicure and haircut, a stay at a 
local hotel, and artwork. Tickets 
for a gift basket worth over $125 
are also available.  

All funds will go towards buy-
ing medical supplies for the 
Rwandan hospital in which they 
will work for four weeks. Lutes 

notes it recently ran out of such 
staples as hospital gauze. 

The hospital is organized into 
several sections connected by 
outdoor corridors. 

Previous fundraisers hosted 
by Rally for Rwanda include a 
pancake breakfast and a concert 
at Piper•s Pub. Future events in-
clude a bottle drive scheduled for 
Saturday, March 20. 

Students are personally re-
sponsible for the costs of their 
trip with approximately $1,800 
for travel costs alone.  

Lutes has been waiting to take 
this trip since she was a high 
school student, explaining she 
chose to attend StFX based on 
the availability of the program.  

All nursing students are re-
quired to log working hours in 
a hospital in order to graduate. 
Lutes explains that many StFX 
students choose to work at local 
St. Martha•s Regional Hospital or 
the IWK Health Centre in Hali-
fax. The eight participants will be 
exposed to completely di�erent 
scenarios in Rwanda, however. 

•It•s basically just for us to 
experience the di�erence in the 

social determinants of health. 
[Throughout our four years at 
StFX], we are constantly taught 
that poverty is the main deter-
minant of a person•s health. [The 
trip] will be the polar opposite of 
what we•ve experienced in our 
nursing career so far,Ž she de-
tails. 

Rwanda su�ers from high 
prevalence rates of malaria, 
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. 
Many of the patients will also be 
touched by the on-going e�ects of 
the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

•In the nursing program, the 
social determinants of health 
are practically shoved down our 
throats,Ž Lutes says with a laugh.  

•They a�ect a person•s ability 
to be healthy. The biggest decid-
ing factor is income, but it•s also 
related to housing, gender, race, 
education, and early childhood 
education. Where Rwanda is so 
impoverished, there are huge 
health disparities.Ž 

While they will have transla-
tors, the students must commu-
nicate with patients who speak 
mostly mixtures of French and 
the indigenous Rwandan dialect. 

•We•ll basically have to rely on 
gestures, body language, or ask 
the preceptors to convey some-
thing for us. But 90 per cent of 
language is in body language,Ž 
Lutes notes. 

The students will provide 
much needed support to the 
overwhelmed hospital sta�. 
Lutes notes that their presence 
may also help Rwandan nurses in 
other ways, as well. 

•[Apparently], the nurses 
there love to have us. The Rwan-
dan nurses aren•t as respected as 
they are here.  Here, we•ll talk up 
to doctors, and they can•t really 
do that there. The really appreci-
ate the respect that we give them 
because they don•t get it else-
where. They also like being able 
to mentor students.Ž 

The program is not o�cially 
a�liated with StFX, the Xtending 
Hope Partnership, nor the Coady 
International Institute, but is of-
fered by Jensen based on her per-
sonal contacts in Rwanda.  

Participants have been pre-
paring for the trip throughout 
the year, meeting once or twice a 
month as a group.
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Nursing students to bring aid, gain 
experience during African practicum
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TORONTO (CUP) „ For Daniel 
Bader, being a Jewish student at 
the University of Toronto during 
Israeli Apartheid Week is like 
walking on eggshells.

•It was as if people were too 
afraid to speak out against it, in 
fear that they would be assault-
ed,Ž Bader said of his past experi-
ences. •It made me very uncom-
fortable.Ž

For students like Bader, news 
that the Ontario legislature unani-
mously passed a motion condemn-
ing Israeli Apartheid Week on 
Feb. 25 was very welcome.

Approximately 40 campuses 
worldwide will be holding IAW 
events this year with the intent 
to, according to its organizers, 
•educate people about the nature 
of Israel as an apartheid system 
and to build boycott, divestment 
and sanctions (BDS) campaigns 
as part of a growing global BDS 
movement.Ž

Now, the frustration felt by 
both students and average citi-
zens over the event•s controver-
sial message is being heard. At 
least two provincial governments 
and the federal government are 
making known their displeasure 
with IAW•s organizers.

Peter Shurman, a Progressive 

Conservative legislator „ who rep-
resents Thornhill, which is home 
to York University, as well as On-
tario•s largest Jewish population 
„ presented a motion to condemn 
IAW to the 30 sitting members in 
the 107-seat Ontario legislature 
on Feb. 25.

Shurman said he went forward 
with the motion after receiving a 
lot of pressure from his constitu-
ents who live, work and study 
around Toronto•s York University 
and were getting increasingly frus-
trated by the racial tensions at the 
school.

•People in the community said, 
•I wish we didn•t have to have 
this,•Ž he explained.

•There•s something inherently 
wrong with an event that has that 
name. There•s nothing wrong 
with people expressing opinions „ 
right, wrong or otherwise. That•s 
one of the great things about Can-
ada, but there is something wrong 
with beginning the dialogue with 
a premise that•s one-sided,Ž he 
added.

•My attitude is you have to 
get rid of this word, apartheid, 
because that•s not what Israel 
is,Ž Shurman said, noting that he 
believes the current dialogue cur-
tails his own freedom of speech 
on the subject.

Shurman said reaction to his 
motion has been immense.

•We•ve stimulated others to do 

likewise. This thing has taken on 
a life of its own, far beyond what I 
expected when I “led the resolu-
tion,Ž he said.

But not everyone is pleased 
that politicians are getting in-
volved in a student movement in 
this way.

•We think it•s outrageous that 
the motion was passed without 
any knowledge of the situation 
in Palestine in general. None of 
the (Ontario legislators) ever 
attended any of our events or 
asked questions,Ž said Yafa Jarrar, 
spokesperson for Carleton Uni-
versity•s Students Against Israeli 
Apartheid.

•We think it•s an attempt to 
suppress freedom of speech and 
freedom of expression,Ž she said.

Shurman said he•s received 
word that a member of the Mani-
toba legislature is interested in 
pursuing similar debate in that 
province because of the Ontario 
motion.

But condemnation of the pro-
vocative awareness week isn•t 
only happening at the provincial 
level.

Edmonton MP Tim Uppal is 
also planning on introducing a 
similar motion to the House of 
Commons, having said that the 
week itself, as well as the position 
that Israel is a racist state, is •one-
sided, intolerant and unbalanced.Ž

•This has helped create a public 

opinion environment where Jewish 
students who happen to also sup-
port Israel are subject to condem-
nation and opprobrium,Ž Uppal 
said in a statement on Feb. 26.

In a statement issued by feder-
al Liberal leader Michael Ignatie� 
on March 1, he said his party also 
condemns IAW actions.

•The very premise of Israeli 
Apartheid Week runs counter to 
our shared values of mutual re-
spect and tolerance, regardless 
of nationality, race or creed,Ž Ig-
natie� wrote. •It is an attempt to 
heighten the tensions in our com-
munities around the tragic con-
”ict in the Middle East.Ž

Students Against Israeli Apart-
heid spokesperson Jarrar said that 
her group is planning on writing 
letters to the politicians who will 
vote on the matter in the House, 
as well as university professors 
in hopes of garnering support for 
their cause.

•I don•t think politicians have 
the right to condemn or ban or 
make statements about student 
activism,Ž Jarrar said.

•The irony is that they failed to 
condemn when Israel was attack-
ing Gaza in December (2008),Ž 
she added. •They•re not putting 
their energy in the right place.Ž

Bader disagreed, believing that 
the government made the right 
move.

•The government has an obli-

gation to promote free speech and 
freedom of religion,Ž argued Bad-
er. The protest week, he said, •is 
hateful to Israel and to the Jewish 
population of Canada, who should 
not have to walk by people calling 
for the destruction of a country.Ž

Despite its negative asso-
ciations, Jarrar said that IAW is 
very important because much of 
the world is complacent when it 
comes to Israel-Palestine rela-
tions.

Israeli Apartheid Week began 
six years ago in Toronto. The 
week•s events feature lectures, 
panel discussions and celebra-
tions of Palestinian culture from 
March 1-7 on some campuses and 
March 8-14 on others. In the past, 
though, it has sometimes been 
linked with violence, aggression 
and hate.

A handful of students at the 
University of Western Ontario 
reported receiving death threats 
this year after joining a •UWO 
Students against •Israel Apartheid 
Week•Ž Facebook group.

Last year, altercations were re-
ported at the University of British 
Columbia between pro-Palestinian 
and pro-Israeli students in a resi-
dence building. And at New York 
University, students were sus-
pended following a two-day occu-
pation of their school•s cafeteria 
to raise awareness of the humani-
tarian situation in Gaza.

Provincial, federal politicians condemn Israeli Apartheid Week
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WATERLOO, Ont. (CUP) „ The 
sixth-annual international Israeli 
Apartheid Week is raising more of 
a stir than ever this year.

Aseel Al Dallal, president of 
Students for Palestinian Rights 
(SFPR) at the University of Wa-
terloo, explained that the global 
movement aims to •expose Israel•s 
system of apartheid.Ž In Waterloo, 
he said SFPR wants to •expose 
the injustices that the Palestinians 
have to live through.Ž

Taking place at about 40 cam-
puses worldwide, it•s not without 
controversy: the Ontario provincial 
government unanimously passed a 
resolution condemning the week, 
citing that it bred •hatred against 
Israel,Ž with one member noting 
that it •diminishes the su�ering of 
those who were victims of a true 
apartheid regime in South Africa.Ž

In Waterloo, Ont., a commenc-
ing protest was held on Monday 
as a collaborative e�ort between 
SFPR and Laurier for Palestine 
from neighbouring Wilfrid Laurier 
University. The issue of Israeli-
Palestinian relations has been a 

contentious one in Waterloo „ in 
January 2009, Laurier sociology 
professor Peter Eglin held a num-
ber of impromptu rallies, during 
which he spoke out against Israeli 
action in the Gaza Strip. Eglin•s 
public spats with the school•s Jew-
ish Students• Association led to 
hostilities months before the week 
began.

Before it even began, this year•s 
week of protest succeeded in initi-
ating debate and forcing o�cial 
comment on the issue. The Ontar-
io legislature•s vote took place in 
late February, and federal Liberal 
leader Michael Ignatie� criticized 

the planned week in a statement 
on Monday.

•Let us be clear: criticism of 
Israeli government policy is legiti-
mate. Wholesale condemnation of 
the State of Israel and the Jewish 
people is not legitimate. Not now, 
not ever,Ž read the statement.

However, despite disapproval 
from many in the international 
community, the protests continue.

Fatima Attia, president of Lau-
rier for Palestine, remained unde-
terred.

•The one message we would 
like to spread on campus . . . is 
that we are not trying to promote 

any hatred or infuse a situation and 
make it worse.

•We need people to know and 
understand what is going on in 
Palestine from a humanitarian per-
spective or from any perspective 
you look at it,Ž she said.

•The one thing that people 
need to not forget is that this is not 
about hate. It is not about spread-
ing hate. We are not trying to hate 
a race, a culture, a religion, noth-
ing.Ž

Israeli Apartheid Week is tak-
ing place at some campuses from 
March 1…7 and other campuses 
from March 4…11.
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Now in its second year, students 
participating in the Order of Can-
ada Mentorship Program call it a 
worthwhile experience and rec-
ommend it to others. 

In 2008, Governor General 
Michaëlle Jean initiated a men-
torship program to pair young 
Canadian adults between the ages 
of 18 to 25 with recipients of the 
Order of Canada.

Explaining her motivation be-
hind the program in a 2009 of-
“cial statement, the Governor 
General expressed her desire to 
encourage up-and-coming young 
people.

•I see youth [. . .] as a living 
strength that embodies the very 
values of altruism and compas-

sion that we cherish. It is for this 
reason that the idea of connect-
ing young Canadian leaders with 
members of the Order came so 
easily.Ž

Pierre-Andre Doucet, a 
21-year-old New Brunswick par-
ticipant wants other university 
students to apply, too.

•It truly is an incredible oppor-
tunity to meet and exchange with 
these Canadians who have always 
strived to make our country a bet-
ter place. It•s a very ”exible pro-
gram, so you put in or take out 
what you want or can. [There is] 
no need to worry about time com-
mitments, or busy schedules,Ž 
explains Doucet. He attends the 
University of Montreal. 

•I•d strongly encourage people 
to try their hand at it,Ž he adds.

Created in 1967, the Order 
of Canada is the highest honour 

awarded to Canadian citizens. It 
is bestowed in recognition of out-
standing achievement.

Participants and their men-
tors exchange correspondence 
through blogs and discussion fo-
rums. These roundtables appear 
on-line on the Governor General•s 
website, Citizen Voices.

They are selected on the basis 
of their community involvement 
and strength of their responses to 
a series of essays. 

Doucet is a classically trained 
pianist and budding author. As 
an Acadian, he is also involved 
in organizations that promote 
the French language and Franco-
phone culture in Canada. He cur-
rently attends the University of 
Montreal.

Because of this background, 
he was paired with Antonine Mail-
let, an Acadian author known in-
ternationally for her character La 
Sagouine.

Doucet was happy with the 
compatibility of the mentor with 
whom he was paired. 

•My application was three-
pronged, heavy on my involve-
ment in Francophone community 
organizations, as well as on my 
developing skills as an author and 
as a pianist. Antonine Maillet, my 
mentor, is a world-renowned Aca-

dian author, so she really repre-
sents a perfect “t for me.Ž

He reveals that Maillet is read-
ily available for advice.

•We talk and meet about once 
a month, and discuss all sorts of 
things: studying, writing, oppor-
tunities, choices. It•s a very open-
ended and unrestrictive relation-
ship.Ž

•Our relationship hasn•t been 
as much a •giving-taking• one as a 
•mutual exchange.• We•ve shared 
about our similar experiences, 
about our similar backgrounds. 
I•d have to say that the advice 
she has given me has been mostly 
about life as an artist, and how to 
approach it. In the end, I think 
that•s what I was looking for from 
the program,Ž he continues.

Applications for the program 
are due typically in September. 

The selection process includes 
two reference letters, essays, and 
the submission of a curriculum 
vitae. Candidates who are short-
listed are then vetted by an inde-
pendent committee. There is no 
interview process.

Doucet encourages students 
from any background to apply.

•The group of mentorees is 
quite varied, so in my opinion, 
they weren•t looking for any spe-
ci“c qualities. There are scien-
tists, students, journalists, scouts, 
musicians, artists, [and] social 
workers. I think the only quality 
[that] they were really looking 
for is the ability and the desire to 
learn and exchange.Ž

The application process takes 
approximately two months, with 
the winners beginning their men-
toring in November.
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Governor General•s O�ce o�ers mentorship program
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TORONTO (CUP) „ Michaëlle 
Jean referenced universities and 
colleges only once in Wednes-
day•s 75-minute speech from the 
throne.

Don•t worry about speci“cs, 
though „ they were only vaguely 
mentioned as recipients of proj-
ects as part of the federal govern-
ment•s economic action plan.

The speech opened the third 
session of Canada•s 40th Parlia-
ment. The throne speech, read by 
the Governor General on behalf of 
the federal government, tradition-
ally outlines the agenda for the 
upcoming parliamentary session. 

The speech did mention stu-
dents „ aboriginal students, in 
the one reference „ saying that 
the government will work to •sup-
port (aboriginal) student success 
and provide greater hope and op-
portunity.Ž

No reference was made, how-
ever, to the support that was en-
tirely withdrawn from the First 
Nations University of Canada last 
month „ in a move student rep-
resentatives have called •outra-
geousŽ „ or any strategic plan go-
ing forward for the school, which 
may soon have to close its doors.

Canada•s youth, who saw their 
highest-ever rate of unemploy-
ment last year, need not scour 
CPAC tapes or scan the near-
ly-6,000 word speech for a stra-
tegic plan to avoid the problems 

of yesteryear. Unemployment „ 
along with poverty and homeless-
ness „ was only brie”y mentioned 
by Jean, who said the government 
•will continue to work on job cre-
ation and job protection.Ž

The throne speech comes af-
ter a two-month parliamentary 
hiatus, which Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper requested of Gov. 
Gen. Jean in December so as to al-
low the Conservative government 
to •recalibrateŽ their economic 
action plan for Canadians. The 
speech detailed plans to curtail 
the federal government•s huge 
budget de“cit, largely by slashing 
expenditures.

Highlights from Jean•s speech 
included opening up Canada•s 
telecommunications market to 
foreign competition „ meaning 
that, in light of the lack of a post-

secondary education strategy, 
students might save on future 
cell-phone bills if new competition 
drives down prices. She also sug-
gested that Parliament •examine 
the original gender-neutral Eng-
lish wording of the national an-
them,Ž which currently refers to 
•all thy sons command.Ž

Harper•s political opponents 
were quick to voice their displea-
sure. Opposition leader Michael 
Ignatie� called the speech a •sor-
ry collection of old stu�,Ž and told 
reporters that the money-saving 
plan to freeze politicians• salaries 
is •not a de“cit-reduction plan.Ž

NDP leader Jack Layton criti-
cized the lack of a •comprehen-
sive plan to get people back to 
work,Ž and Bloc Quebecois leader 
Gilles Duceppe said the speech 
neglected Quebec.

Students absent from throne speech
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MONTREAL (CUP) „ With the 
2010 Olympic Winter Games be-
hind us, our Canadian athletes 
did not exactly •Own the Podi-
umŽ as was promised by the am-
bitious athlete-funding plan set 
up by the government to help 
athletes medal at the Games. 
But with 26 total medals and a 
Winter Games record 14 gold, 
these Winter Games were Can-
ada•s most successful. Canada 
won 24 medals in Torino in 2006. 

The program cost $117 mil-
lion, more than half „ or $66 
million „ of which came out of 
taxpayers• pockets. That means 
Canada•s 26 medals cost tax-
payers over $2.5 million a pop. 
Worth every loonie.

While Canada did not come 
out on top of the medal count, it 
should be noted, obviously, that 
the United States has unrivaled 
manpower and money (mostly 
corporate sponsors, but the mar-
ket for athletes south of the bor-
der is in a di�erent league than 
Canada•s).

The Vancouver Games were 
de“nitely Canada•s most histor-

ic as well. The Games• opening 
ceremony was watched by two-
thirds of Canadians at its peak „ 
a Canadian ratings record, until 
Sunday•s gold medal showdown 
between Canada and the U.S. 

On average 16.6 million peo-
ple watched the game, with 26.5 
million, or 80 per cent of the 
nation, tuning in at some point 
during the game.  These are Su-
per Bowl proportions. In terms 
of national unity, these Games 
brought the country together in 
ways no election or event has in 
years.

Too often, Canadians com-
pare themselves to their neigh-
bors to the South culturally and 
socially. It•s important for sports 
funding to continue so that chil-
dren and amateur athletes have 
homegrown Canadian athletes to 
look up to.

In the same way 1994 moguls 
gold medalist Jean-Luc Brassard 
was an inspiration to Alexandre 
Bilodeau, the 22-year-old Quebec 
native will now be the role mod-
el to a whole new generation of 
aspiring and amateur mogul ski-
ers.

It•s fundamental for Cana-
dians to continue caring about 
their athletes and not look else-

where for inspiration. In terms 
of our often-foggy national iden-
tity, the idolization of Canadian 
athletes will go a long way in per-
haps unifying us uniquely.

An important aspect of the 
Olympic Games is raising aware-
ness about sports that get little 
to no coverage in the four-year 
lapses between Games. The Van-
couver Games proved that hock-
ey isn•t the only sport Canadians 
can get involved in and excited 
about: there•s bobsleigh, speed 
skating, moguls, luge, “gure 
skating, ice dancing and nerve-
wracking curling too, among 
many others.

Does the Own the Podium 
program put too much stress 
and pressure on athletes to per-
form? It•s not an unreasonable 
question. Manuel Osborne-Para-
dis was considered by many the 
favourite in the men•s super-G 
and downhill skiing events. He 
left the Games empty-handed af-
ter taking a spill in the super-G 
and “nishing out of the top 10 in 
the downhill. 

With all their talk about get-
ting more practice runs than 
anyone else and using the same 
course for no less than two 
years, the Canadian alpine ski 

team was most disappointing.
But as host of the Games, it 

was really important for Cana-
da and its athletes to show the 
world what they are made of. 
With over 20 fourth and “fth-
place “nishes, and the assump-
tion that our mostly-young ath-
letes will only get better and 
stronger with time and more 
practice, the possibility for Can-
ada to be at the top of the medal 
count in 2014 is not a crazy one 
if the heart and determination of 
the now-legendary Clara Hughes 

is instilled in everyone going to 
Sochi.

While it•s impossible to gauge 
just how much of the Canadian 
athletes• success can be attribut-
ed to the Own the Podium pro-
gram, it is invaluable that fund-
ing for sports other than hock-
ey continues and increases in 
Canada. The admiration for 
our athletes and the uni“cation 
the events bring create a pride 
among Canadians from all prov-
inces that is not observed often 
enough.
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VANCOUVER (CUP) „ The Ca-
nadian women•s hockey team said 
that they weren•t sure why their 
gold medals weren•t the center 
of attention at a press conference 
on Friday, following the media 
buzz around their beer-drinking 
celebration in an emptied-out 
Canada Hockey Place and com-
ments by International Olympic 
Committee president Jacques 
Rogge about the future of wom-
en•s hockey at the Olympics.

•I think we made Canadians 
proud, and I think that should be 
the story today,Ž said Jayna Hef-
ford, an Ontario native who has 
had the second highest number 
of appearances at the interna-
tional level after team captain 
Hayley Wickenheiser. •We•ve had 
a tough couple years as a pro-
gram . . . and for us to come here 
and win a gold medal in Canada, 
when a couple people said we 

were going to crack under the 
pressure, I think was a pretty 
good story last night.Ž

Teammate Jennifer Boterill 
was also disappointed about the 
negative press. •It•s too bad that 
seems to be a little bit of the fo-
cus, because there are so many 
great stories,Ž she said. •You 
look at the medal rounds and 
they were both exciting games . 
. . and it seems like the fans ap-
preciate it.Ž

About an hour after the Cana-
dian women went back into the 
dressing room, they came back 
onto the ice and celebrated by 
drinking beer, smoking cigars, 
and posing beside the logo on 
centre ice. The photos of the cel-
ebrations spread quickly through 
the media, and an IOC director 
was quoted expressing disap-
proval, starting a minor contro-
versy.

•We were hoping that cer-
emony would stay private,Ž said 
Québecois forward Caroline 
Ouellette. •We did that in Salt 

Lake, we did that in Torino, and 
we made sure all the fans had left 
the building. We didn•t want to of-
fend anyone.Ž

According to Ouellette, the 
celebrations are an important 
part of the ritual for celebrating 
players.  •For some of our girls, 
it•s the last time they•ll ever 
skate at the Olympics,Ž she said. 
•To go back on to that ice and 
just lay on it, or kiss it, or take 
pictures there is so special.Ž

Hockey Canada has issued an 
apology on the team•s behalf, and 
an IOC spokesperson told a press 
brie“ng that no formal investiga-
tion was planned.

More serious, however, are 
rumblings of discontent from 
Olympic organizers over the 
strength of the sport•s “eld. It is 
currently dominated by Canada, 
who had an aggregate score of 
48-2 across all games, and the 
U.S., whose second-place “nish 
totaled 42 goals to 4 against. IOC 
President Rogge told the Vancou-
ver Sun that although the sport 

is currently in a growing period, 
•it cannot continue without im-
provement.Ž

According to Boterill, it•s im-
portant to remember that the 
whole “eld, including Canada, is 
doing its best to improve. •The 
gap might not be closing as quick-
ly as everyone would like,Ž she 
explained. •But other teams are 
improving . . . I feel like Canada 
and the U.S. are also improving.Ž

He�ord said that the game 
needed more funding, and that 
other nations should look at 
adopting a residency program. 
According to He�ord, the Cana-
dian team has been together in 
Calgary since Aug. 1. •It•s huge 
for us to be able to train together 
every day, to play against the 
best players,Ž she said.

•Hopefully the other coun-
tries can invest some funding 
into that and develop the full-
time programs.Ž

Boterill also emphasized the 
importance of the Olympics as a 
driver for participation in wom-

en•s hockey. •I was that kid that 
watched the Olympics on televi-
sion,Ž she said. She said she felt 
inspired by attending the 1988 
Games in Calgary as a child. •I 
didn•t know at that point what 
sport I wanted to play, but I just 
thought •I would love to be there 
some day.•Ž

Alisha and Melinda Choy, sis-
ters on the University of British 
Columbia Thunderbirds women•s 
hockey team, came out on Friday 
to meet the medalists. They said 
that the Olympic women were in-
spiring. 

•It just makes me want to 
work harder in the summer, 
when you•re training,Ž said Me-
linda. •It•s just how hard they 
work, and it•s actually a lot more 
work than they show.Ž

According to Alisha, it can be 
especially tough making it as a 
women•s hockey player in Cana-
da. •We get funding through the 
university,Ž she said. •I “nd that 
in . . . U.S. schools, you get a lot 
more funding, so that•s an issue.Ž

Negative focus has Canadian women•s hockey players scratching their heads
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Expensive •Own the Podium• plan united the country
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Letter to the editor,

The latest diversion tactic dis-
played by the federal Conser-
vatives is appalling. 

In the throne speech given 
on Wednesday, the Conserva-
tives outlined the need to re-
introduce discussion per tain-
ing to the lyrics of O•Canada, 
based on the principles of 
•Gender Equality.Ž 

This, coming from a par ty 
who attempted to legislate in 
2008 the right be taken away 
from unions or organizations 
representing women to bring 
pay equity issues before the 
Human Rights• Tribunal on be-
half of women; instead these 
issues are now to be brought 
before the employer, which 
may enduce serious reper-
cussions towards the women 
including intimidation, loss of 
status, etc. 

This par ty opposed the leg-
islation of same-sex marriage 
in 2005 almost unanimously. 
They ran only 1 in 5 women as 
candidates in the 2008 federal 
election (the lowest ratio and 
well below the national aver-
age of 1 in 3 women amongst 
other major par ties). 
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And most recently, Stephen 
Harper appointed Jason Ken-
ney to the post of Minister 
of Immigration, an individual 
who decided to remove key 
passages of gay rights in Can-
ada inside the latest Immigra-
tion booklet. 

This par ty•s history speaks 
volumes about their true be-
liefs on Gender Equality. This 
issue is simply a diversion 
from their poorly delivered 
budget, which lacks any sense 
of direction or vision.

 And shame on the media 
for repor ting this story as a 
top issue in the recent bud-
get … issues resonating less 
with the media include lack of 
financial suppor t for seniors 
and complete disregard for 
any environmental regulation. 

Instead of attempting to 
change our national anthem 
in the name of Gender Equal-
ity, why doesn•t the Harper 
government take some true 
action on equal rights and 
provide some gender-based 
analyses of federal policies, 
appointments and its own con-
stitiution. 

Jamie Moeller

Last weekend, I spent the re-
maining few days of my spring 
break indulging in the geekery of 
a wannabe journalist and sifted 
through the past hundred years 
worth of the Xaverian Weekly in 
preparation for this week•s fea-
ture.

In a 1936 issue I found some-
thing rather astounding. The 
Weekly•s sta� that year, com-
prised entirely of male StFX 
students, decided it would be 
in the best interests of the stu-
dent body to hire an editor from 
Mount St Bernard, which was 
at the time the •ladies• institu-
tion.Ž

An editorial appearing in the 

October 24, 1936 issue remarked 
that the newspaper was creating 
a •new role• for itself by hiring 
Zita O•Heron, the “rst female 
to hold a position in the student 
media on the StFX campus.

•The reader will “nd in this 
issue several news items and 
feature articles written espe-
cially for The Xaverian by the 
girls from across the way,Ž the 
all-male executive had written. 
•At present we have only a few of 
them on our sta�, but it is hoped 
that soon they will be strongly 
represented.Ž

Becoming aware of this snip-
pet of StFX history in the con-
text of International Women•s 
Week had an unusually enlight-
ening e�ect on me. 

To think that more than sev-
enty years ago, young men at-
tending this institution took it 
upon themselves to not only 
permit but - by virtue of assign-

ing her an editorial position - em-
power a female student to “ll a 
role traditionally occupied by 
men is inspiring. 

To be honest, it sorta chokes 
me up a little bit.

The recent •gender-neutrali-
ty• national anthem debacle left 
me a bit pessimistic about our 
present attitude towards wom-
en•s progress in this country.

The Conservatives• throne 
speech ga� unleashed a wholly 
unmerited shitstorm targeting 
•the feminists.Ž 

The outcome was a public 
saying that •the feministsŽ are 
getting too greedy, are trying to 
change too many of •our• tradi-
tions.  

Grade 6 students wrote let-
ters to the prime minister and 
told reporters they (with their 
12 year-old wisdom) didn•t see 
the lyrics as o�ensive to girls. 

Comment boards on news 

websites (which you should gen-
erally avoid unless you•re a mas-
ochist) were ”ooded with angry 
posts raving about the Harper 
government wasting taxpayer re-
sources in the name of political 
correctness. 

And then, in a demonstration 
of just how sacred the Canadian 
theme song is, Facebook got in-
volved, and folks started becom-
ing •fans• of Oh Canada and took 
“ve seconds out of their time 
spent not paying attention to the 
budget to join groups •protest-
ingŽ a change in the lyrics. 

This whole debacle merely 
served to further marginalize 
the voices of those advocating 
for women•s rights in this coun-
try, and it didn•t seem to matter 
if they had been in favour of the 
proposed change or not.

International Women•s Week 
is always a reminder of the 
mountains left to climb, and 

countering this absurd backlash 
against feminism is our Kiliman-
jaro.  

The whole incident was tre-
mendously disheartening. 

But sometimes you “nd in-
spiration in the most curious 
places. 

I found a little ray of light in a 
newspaper clipping from before 
the Second World War, from be-
fore it was acceptable for us to 
have careers, speak out against 
violence, terminate unwanted 
pregnancies, or be Academy 
Award-winning directors.

I recognize I might be roman-
ticizing this moment in the Xav•s 
history, but I would like it to live 
in my mind as such, if only as evi-
dence that solidarity with wom-
en in the most unlikely contexts 
is achievable, and, given the 
number of women who have run 
this newspaper throughout the 
years, ultimately worthwhile.

How far have we come?
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�R�U���S�L�F�N���X�S���D�Q���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���/�L�Q�G�D���0�D�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G���R�Q���W�K�H�����W�K���I�O�R�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���6�8�%

�$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�X�H���0�D�U�F�K���������D�W�������������S�P

�:�V���`�V�\���M�V�Y�N�V�[���[�V���I�\�`���H���`�L�H�Y�I�V�V�R�&
�J�V�U�[�H�J�[���Z�[�M�_�`�L�H�Y�I�V�V�R�'�N�T�H�P�S���J�V�T
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�H�K�Z�'�Z�[�M�_���J�H

•Hey University recruitment 
peoples, I just cranked out this 
wicked sweet vid you should 
check it out because its sooo 
cool. Youll really like it for sure 
i know, so ya just look at it, 
and ill be seeing you •round in 
Sept!Ž

Oh the wonders of being a 
part of the generation that grew 
up on the internet. This year, as 
thousands of high school stu-
dents across the nation com-
pose essays and fill out lengthy 
applications to post-secondary 
institutions, a few are getting 
out their webcams. 

They•re doing what is natu-
ral to them; summarizing their 
lives by making YouTube videos.

As no stranger to unconven-
tional application processes, 
Tufts University is pioneering 
this new trend of allowing stu-
dents to supplement their ap-
plication with short youTube 
videos that they have created. 

A report in the New York 
Times indicated that out of 
15,000 prospective students, 
around 1,000 created video sub-
missions for Tufts University. 
Clearly with the popularity of 
youTube increasing at an un-
stoppable rate, and the younger 

generations becoming only bet-
ter aquainted with such tech-
nology, this seems to be the 
start of a trend that will grow 
exponentially over the next few 
years. 

This is where my personal 
academic alarm bells start 
sounding, and I begin wonder-
ing if anyone else thinks this 
change makes the application 
process just a little too similar 
to that depicted in the movie 
Legally Blonde.

Who knows, maybe I am just 
a little too old school in my 
views on what academic skills 
are nescessary for success at 
the university level. 

Perhaps thinking that the 
ability to compose an essay that 
clearly expresses why you feel 
you are suited for life at a given 
academic institution is an out-
dated idea. 

Maybe it is now the case that 
the ability to compose a short 
YouTube submission is more 
representative of the require-
ments for the average student 
coming into the world of aca-
demics. Perhaps, but I am not 
willing to accept that as the 
case just yet. 

The university life is sup-
posed to encourage a search 
for knowladge and truth, for 
students to communicate their 
new found ideas clearly and con-

scisely in a variety of forms. 
Using internet videos may be 

a useful way to communicate in 
future endeavours, perhaps in 
the workplace that is increas-
ingly becoming permeated by 
such information formats. 

However, written expression 
of ideas remains central to the 
academic world, and to give the 
impression right from the start 
that this is not the case will sim-
ply set these new students up 
for a terrible fall.

Let me say that as a current 
student, I still marvel at the fact 
that each time term papers are 
assigned, there remain some 
students who seem paralyzed 
by the thought of developing a 
thesis and planning out an argu-
ment. 

To allow students to express 
their qualifications for consid-
eration to a university in any 
way other than through writing 
seems to be completly under-
cutting the basic elements of 
the academic life. 

I love the idea of creative 
expression from prospective 
students as they attempt to 
lay claim to a spot at the post-
secondary institution of their 
choice; I simply believe that if 
these students belong at a uni-
versity, they should be able to 
easily express themselves in 
writing.

�(�U�K�Y�L�^���3�H�\�a�V�U
�6�7�0�5�0�6�5�:���,�+�0�;�6�9

The YouTube age takes over
�3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���Y�L�G�H�R���E�H�F�R�P�H�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q
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�$�8���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���6�D�U�D�K��
�L�Q���&�D�O�J�D�U�\�����$�O�E�H�U�W�D����
�&�D�Q�D�G�D

�0�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���I�X�W�X�U�H���P�R�U�H���Á���H�[�L�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K���$�W�K�D�E�D�V�F�D���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��

�� �$�W�� �$�W�K�D�E�D�V�F�D�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���� �R�X�U�� �O�D�U�J�H�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��
�F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �D�� �E�L�J�� �S�O�X�V�� �W�R�� �\�R�X�U�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �F�D�U�H�H�U��� � � � � � � � � 6�R� � �E�H� ��V�X�U�H�� �W�R�� �N�H�H�S�� �X�V�� �L�Q�� �P�L�Q�G��
�O�L�N�H�� �6�D�U�D�K�� �G�L�G���� �6�D�U�D�K�� �L�V�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H�� �L�Q�� �&�D�O�J�D�U�\���� �$�O�E�H�U�W�D����
�%�X�W�� �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H�� �K�H�U�� �V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���� �V�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�V��
�W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�U�H�Q�·�W�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �V�K�H�� �Z�D�Q�W�H�G���� �7�K�H�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�"�� �6�D�U�D�K��
�L�V�� �W�D�N�L�Q�J�� �V�R�P�H�� �$�8�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�H�G�L�W�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
�K�H�U���G�H�J�U�H�H���� �� �$�8�� �R�I�I�H�U�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������� �F�R�X�U�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� ������ �X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G��
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�� �G�H�J�U�H�H���� �G�L�S�O�R�P�D�� �D�Q�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�À���F�D�W�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �W�R�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�� �I�U�R�P����
�,�I�� �\�R�X�·�U�H�� ������ �R�U�� �R�O�G�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�H�� �H�D�J�H�U�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q���� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �D�W�� �$�8��������
�� �� �$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���F�K�R�L�F�H���� �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �U�H�D�V�R�Q�� �Z�K�\�� �$�8�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �R�X�W�� �D�V�� �D�� �J�O�R�E�D�O�� �O�H�D�G�H�U��
�L�Q���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H��

�,�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
�$�8���W�R�R��

�(�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U��
�S�R�V�W���V�H�F�R�Q�G�D�U�\��

�R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�"

www.athabascau.ca/standout
1-800-788-9041
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Femmapalooza
in honour of international women•s week!

Thursday, March 11 at 8 pm
MacKay Room

live entertainment!
fair trade co�ee, snacks, bar available
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�W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���O�R�Q�J���R�X�W�O�D�V�W���W�K�H�L�U���W�L�P�H���V�S�H�Q�W���D�W���6�W�)�;�����7�K�H���G�X�R���V�S�H�D�U�K�H�D�G�H�G���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���7�K�H���(�[�F�H�O�V�L�R�U����
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�+�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���G�R�Q�H���E�\���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���D�W���W�K�L�V���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����������\�H�D�U�V��

The “rst regular meeting of the Students• Union was held last evening in the 
Upper Assembly hall with a large number in attendance. 

The meeting was originally scheduled to take place on Friday p.m. but 
due to the lack of a quorum, it had to be postponed till the evening.

The regular business was the adoption of the budgets of the various so-
cieties, that is the Union itself, the A.A.A., The Xaverian, and the Debating 
Society. After considerable discussion all the budgets were passed.

When the meeting was thrown open for new business the “rst subject 
brought up was the election of cheer-leaders. Those elected were John 
Landry, •RedŽ Fairly, and •SweetpeaŽ MacNeil. 

There was considerable discussion on the question of a salary for the 
secretary-treasurer. It was “nally decided that the matter should be left to 
the executive. On motion the meeting adjourned. 

�-�P�Y�Z�[�� �4�L�L�[�P�U�N�� �V�M�� �[�O�L�� �5�L�^�S�`��
�-�V�Y�T�L�K�� �:�[�\�K�L�U�[�Z�»�� �<�U�P�V�U�� �/�L�S�K

��� ��� 

��� ����
�:�N�[���� �6�I�Z���� �*���� �4�H�J�+�V�U�H�S�K���� �º��� ����
�4�P�Z�Z�P�U�N���P�U���(�P�Y���6�W�L�Y�H�[�P�V�U�Z
�-�V�Y�T�L�Y���+�L�I�H�[�P�U�N���7�Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[���<�U�O�L�H�Y�K���6�M���:�P�U�J�L���4�\�U�P�J�O���9�H�P�K
Members of the class of •39 will be saddened at knowing that J. Camillus MacDonald, Sydney Mines, 
is missing since September 19. 

He was Sergeant Observer on one of the Lancaster planes which did not return from the 750 plane 
raid over Munich in September. Nothing has been heard of him since. 

•CamieŽ, as he was familiarly known, will be remembered as the efficient President of the St. F.X. 
Debating Society during the year 1938-39; he was also on the Executive of the Maritime University 
Conference which was held on our campus that year.

Dr. Michael R. at the University of Toronto, and Reverend George, Sub-Deacon, at Holy Heart 
Seminary, both alumni of St. F.X., are brothers of his.

Joining the R.C.A.F., shortly after graduation, he had completed about a score of trips over Ger-
many without mishap. His letters from overseas have always been highly indicative of his cheerful-
ness for which he was always noted. His many friends here and elsewhere hope and pray that he may 
be safe.

��� ��� 
�*�V�H�K�`���0�U�Z�[�P�[�\�[�L���0�Z��
�0�U�H�\�N�\�Y�H�[�L�K���)�̀ ��
�+�P�Y�L�J�[�V�Y�Z
The Coady International Institute has been established at St. 
Francis Xavier University according to an announcement by 
Monsignor Somers, President of the University, following a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Gover-
nors.

The new Institute - long envisioned by Monsignor M.M. Co-
ady and named in his memory - will co-ordinate and direct the 
Social Leadership Program at the University.

Since the 1930•s students from many lands have come to 
St. F.X. to study the philosophy and techniques of its Exten-
sion Program, to see this program in actual operation in the 
Atlantic Provinces and to carry this work to their homelands. 
Many of these students have been sponsored by the Colombo 
Plan, UNESCO, FAO, ICA of the United States, the Knights of 
Columbus and missionary organizations.

Since 1953 they have come from the United States, many 
parts of the Caribbean, South and Central America, India, 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Ghana, Kenya, Formosa, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Burma, Malaya, Korea, Spain, Basutoland, Uganda, Nyasaland, 
Sierra Leone, Viet Nam and Japan. 

Reports of the success of these students in their homelands 
in putting into practice the program learned in Antigonish; the 
importance of this work in many countries today, and the con-
sequent increasing demands on the University have encour-
aged the Board of Governors to establish this important activ-
ity on a permanent basis. 

The new Institute, Monsignor Somers stated, will have a 
full-time Director, and he will be assisted by an Executive Com-
mittee and Advisory Board. It is expected that a director be 
appointed shortly.

It is “tting, he added, that this announcement of the deci-
sion of the Board of Governors should come on the eve of 
the Feast of the Patron of the University, Saint Francis Xavier, 
who four hundred years ago carried the teachings of Christ 
to the Far East. Under his Patronage the Coady International 
Institute will strive to strengthen and expand its services in 
the “eld of social education and action for the bene“t of the 
peoples of many lands. 

St. F.X. students voted to line up against the proposed program of 
student exchange with the USSR at last Sunday•s “rey Union Meeting.

Arguement raged hot...over the Exchange Question, after a blunt 
proposal for its approval by the House had been tossed into the laps of 
the some 200 students in attendance.

Denunciations of the plan as •futileŽ and •impracticable in the light 
of our past experience with the SoveietsŽ sparked the case for those 
against and won the support of the House. As a result, St. F.X. now 
joins the two other universities that have opposed the measure in the 
face of a�rmative decisions of thirteen other institutions across the 
nation. 
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All students returned to classes yesterday morning as a two day class 
boycott to protest the lack of administration consideration for longer 
Christmas recess was called o� at the half-way mark.

In a session between the Inner Executive of the Students Legis-
lature and three members of the administration, the administration 
agreed to give our demands more consideration and they also agreed 
than an investigation into the problem of student administration rela-
tions be started. From now on, the Inner-Executive will no longer be 
forced to meet with the six-member administration committee but will 
hold regular monthly meeting with the university President, Msgr. H.J. 
Somers, Vice President Msgr. C.H. Bauer and S.L. Faculty Advisor 
Rev. P. H. Mi�n.

THE BATTLE LINES
Talk of the student boycott reached a high pitch at the end of last 

week when the administration refused further consideration on the 
S.L. demands to have the recess start on December 15 or 16 rather 
than on December 20. They stated the students had no right to attempt 
to interfere with the university schedule. They further stated that our 
Christmas vacation is in line with other Atlantic area universities. 

Msgr. Bauer said in an interview with the Xaverian early this week 
that they felt the length of the year should be increased because some 
professors claimed they did not have su�cient time to cover their 
courses.

TRAVEL TOUGH
The Student demands centered around the fact that many students 

would be missing possible holiday employment and that some students 
must spend up to four days travelling during the recess. Travel for 
Newfoundland students is claimed to be so jumbled that some students 
would not get home until Christmas Eve or even later. 
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Rumors are apt to arise from time to time on any University campus. One common remark is: •Did 
you hear...so and so got married at last?Ž And this is usually accompanied by a •knowing• smile and 
a slight raising of eyebrows in mock surprise. How do these rumors begin? Are they grounders? 
No, they are not. These illegitimate pregnancies and hasty marriages are fact. 

It would seem that the regulations so kindly provided by the universities would serve as preven-
tative measures. These merely circumvent the issue. Dictating where we may go, when and how, 
is not the cure; it has not served its purpose as a deterrent. It prevents one thing; where the acts 
take place. A university administration ensures its unblemished public image. It does not solve the 
run of the problem...the fact that regulations do not prevent illegitimate pregnancies. 

One solution is sex education taught publicly: take the responsibility away from the parents as it 
is evident that they are incapable of coping with it. Give today•s youth an honest appraisal of what 
is involved with sex...all its aspects. This situation is not predominant but an immediate response 
is necessary. The changing trends of morality demands this and their direction is indicated in the 
rising statistics on illegitimate births, forced marriages and the use of birth control methods. 

Sean Riley, a senior honors student here 
at St. F.X., has been awarded the Nova 
Scotia Rhodes Scholarship for 1974. He 
is presently considered the Rhodes schol-
ar-elect, since his scholarship is subject 
to the approval of the Rhodes Scholar-
ship Trust in England, but this approval 
is merely a formality. 

Sean is honoring in political science, 
specializing in international relations. He 
has maintained a “rst-class honors aver-
age while studying at St. F.X. 

But the Rhodes scholarship is not 
awarded primarily on academics, and 
Sean•s extracurricular activities were 
an important criteria in being named 
Rhodes scholar. Sean is 1973-1974 presi-
dent of X-Project, is captain of the varsity 
soccer team, and during the summer of 
•73 represented St. F.X. at an internation-
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Yes. This was the resounding answer on the CFXU Referendum 
that occurred Tuesday and Wednesday of last week. Thirty-one 
percent of the student population turned out to give a land-
slide victory to the pro-CFXU factions. With 81.5% voting yes, 
the dwellers of the Bloom“eld bowels were none other than 
ecstatic.

CFXU Manager Rhonda Whittaker says that nothing would 
have been possible if it hadn•t been for the hours of hard work 
put into the campaign. She says the support and dedication 
within the station was amazing. 

Communications Commissioner Don MacPherson says that 
the reaction on the 4th Bloom“eld was positive as well. 

So what now? MacPherson says that now that the “rst step 
to becoming an FM station has been achieved, a “nancial guar-
antee for the station must be obtained. This means that CFXU 
will gain some autonomy in that the money they receive now 
from the Students• Union will become a levy fee. 

The costs in going FM will be approximately $25,000. This 
money will cover such expenses as new equipment, labour 
costs, and legal fees. MacPherson is hopeful that ad revenue 
will cover a great deal of this expense.

It is hoped that next semester will see things put into full 
swing. An application for FM status must be sent to the CRTC 
and, hopefully, new equipment will be bought. 

Whittaker says that she would like to see as much done as 
possible next term. Her reasoning behind this is that with stu-
dent executive turnovers at the end of each year, things often 
get mixed up or brushed aside.

Realistically, however, she says that the station will probably 
not be in full working order until December of 1993. 
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al seminar on development sponsored by 
the World University Service of Canada, 
held in India. 

There are twelve Rhodes scholarships 
awarded in Canada on a regional basis. 
Sean was surprised when he received 
word that he had received the schol-
arship.. The eight “nalists had met in 
Halifax Saturday November 24 to appear 
before the Selection Committee. Of the 
nine men on the committee, seven were 
formers Rhodes scholars, and the Chief 
Justice of Nova Scotia was the chair-
man. All male Nova Scotian students are 
eligible, regardless of where they study, 
and all male students studying in Nova 
Scotia are eligible, regardless of where 
they were from. Therefore, Sean was up 
against sti� competition; many of the “-
nalists had already received undergradu-
ate degrees and were doing post-graduate 
work. After the interviews they sent the 
“nalists home to sit by the phone. They 
were informed that only the winner would 
be called. Sean said that he had some dif-
“culties in the interview and the compe-
tition seemed fairly sharp, so he wasn•t 
very optimistic. He got the call just after 
arriving back from Halifax.

•My “rst reaction was relief at not 
having to make any more decisions about 
next year and I felt like forgetting the 
term papers for a day or two,Ž said Sean 
when asked for his reaction. He was told 
that he was the unanimous choice of the 
Selection Committee. 
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Melting snow, longer days, and 
new life are signs that it•s time 
to ditch the winter blues and get 
ready for spring. 

The latter, when it comes to 
your wardrobe, makes spring 
2010 a little ironic. Each of the 
trends for the coming season is 
basically an amped-up regurgita-
tion of last spring. 

While this may be boring for 
fashion writers, bloggers and pho-
tographers, to the wearer it means 
digging up your best stu� from last 
year instead of digging cash out of 
your likely shallow pockets.

Despite this convenience, be-
ware. The spring 2010 trends can 
be di�cult to pull o� and are not 
for everyone. Here is how to make 
these trends work for you:

Warrior Princess
This includes all military-in-

spired, rugged and torn pieces, 
with ripped-up tees, cargo jackets 
and loose “tting shorts as favou-
rites on the runway. 

The best way to buy into this 
trend is to wear more oversized 
items like baggy t-shirts and jackets 
with “tted pants and miniskirts. A 
”owy dress under a double-breasted 
military jacket will also add some 
femininity to this trend, and that•s 
exactly what you want to achieve.

Spring Lovin•
With teenagers all a-twitter, 

spring is always pegged as a 
romantic season. This comes 
through in the playful, waist-en-
hancing dresses, bustiers and lace 
overlays popping up on all the 
fashion week runways. 

So channel a younger version 
of yourself, pair some white ankle 
socks with strappy sandals and 
opt for more retro silhouettes. 

Giant candy-coloured satin bows 
would be the less-attainable facet 
of this trend, so look for smaller 
versions to pin on hats and lapels.

Sports Fan
Sports and fashion aren•t usu-

ally the best of friends, but for this 
spring, designers have forged a 
new bond between the two. Tanks 
and shirt dresses under hoodies 
and bombers are the easiest way 
to adopt this trend, but if you•re 
looking to take a risk, go for body-
conscious dresses with geometric 
patterns. 

Apparently, tying nylon jackets 
around your waist a la the Fresh 
Prince is cool again, but it is rec-
ommended that you wait for con-
“rmation on that one.  

Minimalistic Lady
Clean lines and precision tailor-

ing, much like the masculine mini-
malism of the 90s, is back again 
with a strong hit of femininity.

Streamlined suits in muted 
beiges, creams and whites with 
soft fabrics for a more relaxed feel 
are quickly becoming popular. Silk 
and cotton blend tank dresses and 
structured skirts are a great way 
to take advantage of this trend, 
especially when paired with a 
crisp white shirt and girly ”ats. 
Remember that minimalism is the 
key here, so leave your jewellery 
at home.

Science Fashion
Everyone has sci-“ fever; that•s 

easy to see with Avatar and Star 
Trek as contenders at the Oscars. 
Fashion can a�ect popular culture, 
but this spring, it•s re”ecting it. 
Abstract futuristic prints in colour 
schemes of green, brown, white 
and aqua are popping up on skirts 
and dresses all over runways. 

Think about those Magic Eye 
posters from the •90s and how 
awesome it would be to have a 
skirt made out of one. This is a lot 

like what designers have done for 
spring 2010, and a creative way 
to wear these patterns is to mix 
and match two or three of them. 
Clashing works here.

Sheer Brilliance
Just like last year, clothing de-

signers have decided to put the 
pressure on underwear manufac-
turers and create pieces that put 
your bra and panties on display. 

This is potentially the riski-
est of all trends for spring, and 
it should be approached with ex-
treme caution, since sheer shorts 
and skirts are up-and-coming. 

The classiest way to pull o� this 
look is to opt for a sheer blouse, 
wear a bra with lots of coverage, 
and wear high-waisted pants over 
the blouse. If you want to take this 
trend all the way, always be aware 
that your under things will be visi-
ble, so no ratty bra straps, panties 
with holes, or thongs of any sort.

Feet First
Potentially one of the best 

things about spring is the abil-
ity to put a little diversity in your 
day-to-day footwear selections. So 
trade your leather boots for some 
of spring 2010•s trends like bright 
pumps, oxford ”ats and peep-toe 
mary janes. 

This season•s trends go for com-
fort, with kitten heels instead of 
the stilettos from last season, and 
even clogs. This isn•t particularly 
exciting, since clogs look like cin-
der blocks strapped to one•s feet, 
but if you must purchase a pair, try 
to “nd some that aren•t so chunky. 

Knowing our luck, winter is go-
ing to stick around for a little while 
longer. But until it gives way to 
spring, start looking for ways to up-
date your wardrobe from last year. 

If you can make even half of 
these trends your own, you•ll bold-
ly stand out and look e�ortlessly 
put together for spring 2010.

Rebirth on the runway
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•It•s pretty radical for Antigon-
ish,Ž describes Delia MacPher-
son, a native of Antigonish and 
second year journalism and the-
atre student at Halifax•s King•s 
College. MacPherson is also 
head choreographer, director, 
and writer of Bang Bang Bur-
lesque•s upcoming show, Dances 
of the Dead.

Whether or not the show is 
too radical for our small town 
remains to be seen, but it must 
be admitted that it is not a term 
often ascribed to an event in An-
tigonish outside of Frosh Week.

The show, to be held twice at 
the Bauer Saturday, March 13, 

at 7:30pm and 10:00pm,  prom-
ises to bring something new to 
town.

•It•s all about taking things 
that are weird, creepy and gross, 
and making them sexy and ap-
pealing,Ž explains MacPherson.

Dances of the Dead features 
an all-student cast, made up of 
dancers from NSCAD, Dalhou-
sie, King•s College or NSCC. 
The show is made up of 18 
songs, with performances over 
recorded and live music.

•There is a narrator or •bark-
er• “gure who takes the audience 
through each scene,Ž MacPher-
son says, which lends to the uni-
“ed, play-style approach.

The opening act will be 
Sounds at Large, and tickets are 
$10 each at the door.

Burlesque at the Bauer
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Halifax-based poet and musician 
Tanya Davis will be performing 
at an event this Thursday at the 
StFX Art Gallery. Hosted by the 
English society in conjunction 
with Radio CFXU, the event 
will feature a variety of poets, 
both student and local, along-
side Davis, and will also feature 
an open mic space at the end of 
the show. 

The intimate venue will host 
Davis for the second time. Her 
“rst was last March when she 
stunned the audience with a 
heartfelt solo set. Davis, originally 
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Word Art in the Gallery
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from Prince Edward Island, was 
named poet of the year in 2007 
by Halifax•s art scene newspaper, 
The Coast, and has been nominat-
ed for several Music Nova Scotia 
awards. She has toured with Jenn 
Grant, and her newest release, 
Gorgeous Morning, is soon to be 
succeeded by another album in 
the making. 

This Thursday at 8 p.m., Davis 
will be performing new poems, 
due to what she describes on her 
blog as •recent resurgence in 
[her] love of poetry.Ž If you are a 
lover of poetry yourself, or want 
to be, this will be the place to go.

Entry is by donation, and cof-
fee, tea, and baked goods will be 
available throughout the show.
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WINNIPEG (CUP) „ Almost 
40,000 years ago, humankind in-
scribed the “rst symbolic repre-
sentations of the world on cave 
walls. In 5,000 BC, the Sumeri-
ans developed cuneiform „ the 
“rst system of writing „ and by 
2,000 BC, it•s believed that Semit-
ic workers in Egypt had developed 
a written alphabet. 

The invention of printing in AD 
1,000 „ albeit in crude and time-
consuming methods „ was not far 
behind the invention of paper in 
Europe, but it was not until rough-
ly 450 years later that Johannes 
Gutenberg ignited the publish-
ing industry with the invention 
of a much more e�cient printing 
press. Prior to the printing press, 
books were extremely rare and 
worth a fortune; more important-
ly, few people even knew how to 
read them.

Gutenberg•s legacy

The printing press had a gi-
gantic e�ect on European soci-
ety; lower costs and easier distri-
bution led to vastly increased liter-
acy, the democratization of knowl-
edge and an increase in the val-
ue of authorship. Gutenberg•s de-
signs remained largely unchanged 
for the next 300 years as Europe 
was spurred on by the Renais-
sance and the Enlightenment. Of 
course, in the nineteenth century 
the Industrial Revolution kicked 
things up a notch once again; 
steam power increased produc-
tion capability and led to the in-
vention of newspapers and the 
mass distribution of books.

Changes in the printing in-
dustry continued into the ear-
ly twentieth century. Lithograph-
ic printing, a method “rst invent-
ed in 1796 utilizing the repulsion 
of oil and water, was developed 
and then improved upon by o�set 
printing. At this time, the Canadi-
an publishing industry was mostly 
still a middleman for British and 
American books, but by the end of 
the First World War, a movement 
began in support of Canadian au-
thors. 

Canadian publishing goes 
Canadian

By the 1920s, Canadian pub-
lishing houses were promoting 
Canadian authors and gaining rev-
enue. This was a booming era for 
the novel, with mass distribution 
and little competition from alter-
native forms of entertainment. 
Many of the Canadian publishing 
houses su�ered an understand-
able setback in the •30s „ along 
with everything else „ but the 
Second World War helped to re-
vive the industry. 

Additionally, after 1945 the 
Canadian government began to 
increase its support of Canadi-
an authors and publishers; arts 
councils on both the federal and 
provincial levels were formed to 
help fund the work of local writ-
ers and artists. 

The thriving international 
book market peaked in the •60s 
and •70s and the Canadian book 
market prospered at this time as 
well. Unfortunately, in the 1960s 
the entertainment industry be-
came increasingly competitive 
and foreign wholesalers began en-
croaching on the market. By the 
end of the 1970s, many publish-
ing houses in Canada were owned 
by international conglomerates. 

From this point on, these in-
ternational publishing houses in-
creasingly dominated the Cana-
dian book market. While many 
of the major Canadian publishing 
houses were su�ering from the 
struggle, their failure opened the 
doors for the formation of smaller 
regional publishers. 

Turnstone Press, founded in 
Winnipeg in 1967, is a perfect 
example. These small publishing 
houses often produced work that 
satis“ed needs outside the main-
stream publication like poetry, ex-
perimental “ction, and dealt with 
subjects such as gender studies, 
philosophy and politics. 

Go big or go home

It was the appearance of book 
megastores that helped to accel-
erate the promotion of •main-
stream booksŽ by placing an em-
phasis on the marketing and de-

velopment of bestsellers. An en-
tirely new way of selling books 
was developing around compet-
itive pricing. We now see whole-
sale discounts and promotion-
al deals appearing in these chain 
bookstores, creating competition 
for customers with which inde-
pendent bookstores are unable 
to compete. An example can be 
found in the recent and sudden 
closure of the McNally Robinson 
in Polo Park, Winnipeg, as well 
as its brand new Toronto store in 
Don Mills. 

In McNally Robinson•s case, 
attempts to lay the blame on the 
Toronto store have some mer-
it. The expansion was costly and 
was carried out during an eco-
nomic recession. The new out-
door mall in Don Mills was ex-
perimental and had its own set of 
problems, including lack of adver-
tising and a location far from the 
downtown core.  

While these factors are cer-
tainly plausible, it seems likely 
that something larger is happen-
ing within the publishing indus-
try. The competitive pricing from 
Chapters (who have also over ex-
panded and faced bankruptcy, be-
fore being purchased by rival Indi-
go) and Wal-Mart (doing just “ne) 
cause enough trouble for these 
independent bookstores, but the 
true competition is now coming 
from online bookstores. 

Amazon.ca, among others, dis-
plays truly competitive pricing 
and provides an incredibly conve-
nient consumer experience. Pur-
chasing books is now just as easy 
as point-and-click.

iPad and Kindle: print killers?

That•s just the beginning. Am-
azon•s ebook reader, Kindle, has 
been around for a while and now 
Apple CEO Steve Jobs is also pre-
paring people for the idea of read-
ing ebooks on a tablet with the 
recent introduction of the iPad. 
Jobs feels like his new tablet will 
be •game-changing.Ž And it could 
be.

The newfound ability to have 
all of the novels, newspapers, 
magazines and textbooks at your 
“ngertips and in a readable for-
mat has a lot of advantages. I•d 

like to emphasize the readable 
quali“er here; reading on a laptop 
can be a pain in the ass, reading 
on a tablet is not. It sits nicely in 
your lap and its touch-screen tech-
nology even simulates the ability 
to turn a page with your “nger. 

Textbooks alone are a compel-
ling argument for the existence of 
e-readers. In this area there is a 
lot of potential that educational 
institutions (and university press-
es) should be paying attention 
to. A�ordable multimedia text-
books incorporating sound, vid-
eo and text could easily be made 
available to all university stu-
dents, assuming everyone buys 
themselves a tablet. Additionally, 
speculation surrounds the notion 
that these e-readers are going to 
•saveŽ the newspaper and maga-
zine industries with their online 
subscriptions. 

In the wake of the Internet 
revolution, its clear that all forms 
of media are rapidly changing and 
the book industry won•t be any 
di�erent. In part, it•s comfort-
ing to know that text format me-
dia has new directions to head 
and new opportunities to explore. 
However, it•s hard to predict if 
lowered prices (for both publish-
ers and customers) and the new 
ease in distribution will be posi-
tive aspects for the larger players 
in the publishing industry. 

The opportunity for self-pub-
lishing authors to create a mar-
ket for themselves is there (i.e. 
the same sort of changes we are 
witnessing in the music indus-
try). Regardless of how publish-
ing houses react, it seems that 
retailers, like McNally Robinson 
and Chapters „ not to mention 
hundreds of smaller independent 
stores „ will be hit the hardest.

The future of books

Books and newspapers have 
been handed a lifeline, but I must 
insist we remember what we are 
giving up „ community. The In-
ternet develops its own forms of 
community, certainly, but it is 
not a tactile physical experience. 

Bookstores, especially inde-
pendent stores like McNally Rob-
inson, often provide more than 
just books. These stores are gath-
ering places for literary types; 
they provide cafes to spend an 
afternoon and an atmosphere of 
comfort that keeps customers 
browsing and interacting inside, 
and this is a welcome alternative 
to the rush-rush express line feel 
of most stores these days. 

Perhaps more importantly, 
bookstores o�ered locations for 
authors to launch books and host 
other literary events. It was only 
a few weeks prior to its sudden 
closure that McNally Robinson 
hosted its Graveyard Book par-
ty, drawing over a thousand fans 
to its doors to see book superstar 
Neil Gaiman of Sandman fame.

We can only predict the fu-
ture and then wait and see what 
happens, but it seems clear that 
the book industry is experienc-
ing a new period of revolution. 
Change, of course, comes with 
both upsides and downsides. Yes, 
the development of Gutenberg•s 
press brought books to the mass-
es, but what began to disappear 
was the art and craft of construct-
ing a book itself. 

Similarly, over the course of 
the next “ve or ten years, read-
ers will have no choice but to de-
clare what is important to them 
„ cost and convenience or com-
munity.

The future of books
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In all thy spawn•s command?

This year•s culture section has 
been heavy with feminist ideas 
and arguments. I don•t always 
agree with them, but it•s impor-
tant to have an open dialogue in 
this kind of media. Therefore, 
consider this my counter-argu-
ment.

Last week•s throne speech 
brought up, among the usual eco-
nomic imperatives, the perceived 
need to gender-neutralize the 
national anthem. Whether or not 
the inclusion of this proposal in 
the throne speech was simply a 
political move meant to distract 
news editors from the budget, 
by inserting some media-friendly 
controversy in the middle of an 
otherwise unremarkable speech, 
this has been the wholly unde-
served e�ect. 

The following day, editorials 
and their corresponding comment 
pages were jammed with the sup-
port or disdain of what seemed 
like every man, woman and (espe-
cially) child in Canada hoping to 
have his or her voice heard amid 
all the screeching.

Having constructed an opinion 
on the matter, however, I now feel 

only slightly hypocritical in pro-
ceeding to share it.

A national anthem is not 
meant to be an up-to-date, pro-
gressive song, but a traditional 
representation of the country•s 
roots. Consider England•s •God 
Save the Queen,Ž with its infa-
mous line about the •Rebellious 
Scots to crush,Ž the song has 
roots that go back hundreds of 
years, and is worth more in its 
original social context than adul-
terated by contemporary political 
correctness.

In 1880 when •O CanadaŽ was 
“rst sung, feminism was at best a 
loose aspiration of a few progres-
sive-minded second class citizens. 
In this context, it would have been 
ridiculous to gender-neutralize a 
line that implies leadership: •In 
all thy sons command.Ž

Of course, if it were written 
today, feminists would have ev-
ery right to cry out against the 
neglect of recognition of their 
equal place in society, but the 
fact remains that it was written 
over a hundred years ago, when 
feminism was just a gleam in its 
mothers• eyes.

This di�erence between the 
modern and traditional views of 
women•s rights should stand for 
feminists as a sign of their prog-
ress and the work of their moth-
ers, rather than as a continued 
national shame. It re”ects posi-

tively on the progress of women 
in Canada that they have moved 
beyond what was just over a hun-
dred years ago considered to be 
normal. If it hadn•t been for the 
women before them who fought 
their brothers, fathers and hus-
bands for equal rights, then it 
would have been laughable in the 
“rst place for this speech to have 
been given by a woman.

The backlash against •the femi-
nistsŽ for this proposal is indica-
tive of the current view on femi-
nism held by many young men and 
women; that feminism is about 
pointless arguments over seman-
tics, resulting in nothing more 
productive than changes in name 
badges. After steadily eliminating 
from my lexicon such terms as 
•waitress,Ž •actress,Ž •mailman,Ž 
and •policemanŽ over the last de-
cade, I•ve realized that this is not 
a move towards equality, but a re-
duction of speci“city in the name 
of political correctness. 

This, however, is not what 
feminism is usually about. There 
are feminists who believe in this 
kind of literal approach to equal-
ity, but changing the words of our 
anthem is not often high on the 
agenda. This was certainly not 
the work of a strong core of femi-
nists, but a political blunder that 
completely distracted Canadian 
attention from the underwhelm-
ing budget.
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Human beings still revere pho-
tography as capturing the truth. 
In courtrooms, photographs are 
used as evidence as to whether an 
event occurred or not and in some 
cases can mean the di�erence be-
tween a verdict of guilty or inno-
cent. 

But in today•s digital age, with 
increasingly powerful photo ma-
nipulation tools at our disposal, 
the truth of photographic images 
is that they are anything but reli-
able.

Adobe Photoshop is the lead-
ing graphics editing program 
used by professionals and ama-
teurs worldwide to modify the im-
ages they are working with, either 
by adding or removing content, or 
enhancing existing content. 

The software recently celebrat-
ed its twenty-year anniversary in 
mid-February of this year.

Photoshop allows users to ma-
nipulate photos in a variety of 
ways. There are tools to reduce 
red-eye, smudge, sharpen, or blur 
parts of images, and a •magic 
wandŽ to remove the background 
behind a subject in an image.

Since the inception of Photo-
shop, pictures in the media have 
become increasingly edited to 
represent a reality that the pho-
tographer wants to capture. 

This used to be the domain 
of such highly esteemed publica-
tions as the Weekly World News 
but has since been seen in most 
newspapers and magazines, albe-
it with more highly sophisticated 
photos.

This manipulation of images 

has raised questions about the dif-
“culties of understanding reality 
in terms of photography. Howev-
er, Photoshop was never to blame. 
Photography has always been like 
this: Photoshop just made it obvi-
ous.

People like to think that photos 
capture the truth but in most cas-
es that is a delusional claim. The 
very ritual of taking a photograph, 
for example a family picture, in-
volves one simple word that ex-
poses how fake the image actual-
ly is: •smile.Ž

Before taking a photograph, 
we are asked to smile, regard-
less of our actual emotional 
state. An individual could be an-
gry, depressed, sullen, or surly, 
but when that photograph is tak-
en we plaster on a smile for the 
few seconds until the shot is cap-
tured. And somehow this is taken 
to be an accurate representation 
of a family.

Posed photographs are anoth-
er area of debate. Famous shots of 
sharecroppers during the Great 
Depression were posed by pho-
tographers, and hundreds of shots 
were taken, examined, and the 
ones that most accurately repre-
sented the photographer•s opin-
ion on the matter were used. 

This doesn•t accurately depict 
reality but the bias of one individ-
ual who uses the images to sup-
port their stance. 

This is much like how universi-
ty students scan and discard Face-
book images they don•t want on 
their pro“les to create an album 
of themselves that doesn•t quite 
accurately depict the reality of 
their lives.

Even without Photoshop, indi-
viduals have taken pictures that 

have tricked others using the sim-
plest of methods. 

The famous Cottingley Fairies 
pictures were a series of photo-
graphs taken by two cousins, El-
sie Wright and Frances Gri�ths, 
who posed with cardboard cut-
outs of fairies and convinced the 
world that such creatures existed. 

Tourists in Europe and oth-
er countries have their own pho-
tographs that depict themselves 
holding up prominent landmarks 
like the Ei�el Tower or leaning 
on the Coliseum. All of these im-
ages use illusion and perspective 
to trick the eye without capturing 
the reality of the situation.

What Photoshop did was allow 
for photographs to be manipulat-

�-�Y�H�Z�L�Y���;�\�Y�U�I�\�S�S
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Does Photoshop sell lies as the truth?
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ed after they are taken, whereas 
previously they were posed and 
shaped before the shot. 

This has made obvious the 
apparent untruths of an image, 
mainly through several silly web-
sites celebrating this by editing 
and sharing absurd images.

Such sites, like niccageasevery-
one.blogspot.com uses Photoshop 
to make actor Nicholas Cage•s 
look like everyone, from Obama 
and Abraham Lincoln to Hannah 
Montana and Dexter. 

Others, like selleckwaterfall-
sandwich.tumblr.com involves 
composed images that include 
three random components, in this 
case, actor Tom Selleck of Mag-
num PI, a waterfall, and a sand-

wich. 
Finally, manbabies.com asks 

users to switch the head of a fa-
ther and child to hilarious results. 
They may not be real, but they are 
fun.  

Getting riled up about the ap-
parent truth or untruth of an im-
age is ultimately a futile venture. 
Photographs can and will be ma-
nipulated. 

Rather than argue over the 
merits of Photoshopped images 
versus untouched ones we should 
enjoy the plentiful websites cel-
ebrating the absurd manipula-
tions of reality like placing Nicho-
las Cage•s head on everyone, and 
remember that images are not al-
ways real.
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The most interesting part of Tiger 
Woods• latest escapades?  The 
plethora of puns his name en-
ables, •Tiger: Lion CheetahŽ be-
ing amongst the most used.  While 
the term •interestingŽ is used, at 
best, lightly to describe these 
headlines, my interest peaks at 
bad jokes, and falls considerably 
short when talking about Woods• 
actions.

Woods stated in his apology 
speech to the public that he be-
lieves many issues surrounding 
his extra-marital a�airs are be-
tween him and his wife, and not to 
be aired on a public stage. 

I personally have no great de-
sire to speak about his private 
life, and could hardly do so with 
any authority; what I feel we are 
entitled to speak about is how 
cultural notions of proper sexual 
behaviour have informed how this 
scenario played out and what con-
sequences this may have on the 
concept of sex addiction.

The concept of sex addiction is 
hazy at best, yet it continues to be 
put in the spotlight.

There are two main camps 
when it comes to diagnosing sex 
addiction. One theoretical side 
stresses chemical dependence, 
much like that found in drug ad-
dicts. They believe that because 
dopamine, the brain•s pleasure-
creating neurotransmitter, is re-
leased during orgasm one can de-
velop chemical dependence on it. 

Dutch neuroscientist Gert Hol-
stege stated in a 2003 Journal of 
Neuroscience study that brain 
scans taken during orgasm resem-
ble those taken during a heroin 
rush. It is therefore concluded 
that sex addicts are not addicted 
to sex itself •but to the dopamine 
and endorphin rewards that ”ow 
from the feeling of being desired 
and desirable.Ž

Many people “nd this explana-
tion less than satisfying.  Person-
ally, I believe the chemical pro-
cess, if one does exist, must be 
considerably more complex. 

After all, we all have the abil-
ity to produce •feel goodŽ drugs 
like dopamine and endorphins 
through easy means like sex and 
masturbation, so should not more 
of us descend into drug addiction? 
Indeed, •procuringŽ sex is con-
siderably easier than procuring 
drugs with similar neurological 

e�ects. 
A second camp takes a more 

behavioural approach, claiming 
that addiction to sex is rooted 
in more social and behavioural 
causes. These researchers cite 
Patrick Carnes• research, which 
found that 42 per cent of sex ad-
dicts were also dependent on al-
cohol or drugs, 38 per cent had 
eating disorders, and 81 per cent 
reported a history of sexual abuse.  

This tends to suggest that 
those with so called •personali-
ties prone to addictionŽ as well as 
those who have su�ered events 
which lower self-esteem and un-
derstanding of healthy sexual rela-
tionships are prone to developing 
a sex addiction.

If indeed sex addiction is an af-
”iction in medical terms, chances 
are that it involves both psycho-
logical and biological factors. 

Despite active debate, the cur-
rent Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Psychiatric Disorders 
does not recognise sex addiction 
as a disorder, at least not in a de“-
nite form. 

Medicinenet.com, an online 
medical resource, describes it 
more plainly as a person who 
engages in compulsive masturba-
tion, multiple a�airs, multiple or 
anonymous sexual partners and/
or one night stands, consistent 
use of pornography, unsafe sex, 
phone or computer sex, prostitu-
tion or use of prostitutes, exhibi-
tionism, obsessive dating through 
personal ads, voyeurism, sexual 
harassment and molestation and 
rape.

Looking at these symptoms it 
is easy to imagine how easily •sex 
addictionŽ could be diagnosed in 
several people you are acquainted 
with. The vagueness of the de“ni-
tion hinges on •compulsiveŽ which 
is a rather subjective term. 

Unfortunately, such common 
sources as PsychCentral.com 
claim that •about 71 percent of 
child molesters are sex addicts. 
For many, their problems are so 
severe that imprisonment is the 
only way to ensure society•s safety 
against them.Ž  

Infuriatingly, the website goes 
on to state that •society has ac-
cepted that sex o�enders act not 

for sexual grati“cation, but rather 
out of a disturbed need for power, 
dominance, control or revenge, or 
a perverted expression of anger. 
More recently, however, an aware-
ness of brain changes and brain 
reward associated with sexual be-
haviour has led us to understand 
that there are also powerful sex-
ual drives that motivate sex of-
fenses.Ž

This dangerously masks the 
fact that rape is a crime of power, 
not a crime of sex.  This is a funda-
mental point that must be under-
stood if we ever hope to properly 
and e�ectively address issues of 
sexual abuse against women and 
children.   

Using sex addiction as an ex-
cuse for violence simply allows us 
to •deal withŽ the perpetrators by 
ascribing their tendencies to bi-
ology and incarcerating them, as 
the above quote indicates, rather 
than addressing more deeply root-
ed social issues that cause sexual 
violence. 

The concept of •sexual ad-
dictionŽ is therefore a very am-
biguous one and chances are that 
many who claim to have sexual ad-
dictions do not fall into the brack-
et caused by biological or psycho-
logical •abnormalities.Ž

While there are no doubt in-
dividuals for whom sex causes 
considerable strife and becomes 
an unhealthy obsession, the •guilt 
and shameŽ associated with sex 
addiction are, in my opinion,  not a 
product of having a •disorderŽ but 
of the intolerance our society has 
towards those who don•t conform 
to culturally de“ned sets of •nor-
malŽ sexual practices. 

What is most important to 
consider when discussing sexual 
addiction is that sex is not an 
act undertaken within a cultural 
vacuum; sex and expectations for 
sexual behaviour are fundamen-
tally culturally constructed. 

Therefore what quali“es as 
sexual addiction to a demograph-
ic population such as Canadian 
adults between 40 and 50 may 
be the activities a 20 year old en-
gages in each Saturday night, and 
sexual excess to Canadians is nor-
mal sexual behaviour within other 
cultures.

It is also important to under-
stand that the concept of •ab-
normalŽ is not a universal. Often 
language surrounding sex divides 
behaviours into normal vs. ab-
normal. However, in our society 
the •normalŽ behavior continues 
to be monogamous heterosexual 
relationships with nary a hint of 
kink. 

While most of us engage in 
practices outside of this frame-
work, very few of us would run 
home to tell our parents about 
out latest sexual exploits because 
things like one-night stands re-
main taboo in our society.   

Woods• apology explains well 
how this concept of normal a�ects 
those who perhaps don•t want 
to “t into the accepted range of 
sexual behaviours. He states that 
he did not follow the •boundaries 
a married couple should live byŽ 
and that •boundaries that apply to 
everyone apply to me.Ž  

Boundaries are cultural con-
cepts, they are not natural and 
they are not the result of how 
much dopamine is released into 
our brain. The fact that breaching 
these boundaries is such a public-
ly disgracing thing to do reveals a 
lot about why we call people who 
have more than •the daily dose of 
sex,Ž or masturbation or porn, ad-
dicts.  

Deceiving loved ones and 
cheating on spouses is something 
worthy of apologizing about, hav-
ing sexual desires or relationship 
styles that do not conform to soci-
etal pressures is not.  

Woods• personal life is his busi-
ness, not that of the media; that 
we make it our business re”ects 
how closely our culture associates 
decency and moral character with 
a narrow view of sexual practice. 

For the everyday individual, 
the pressure to •grow upŽ or 
•grow out of the experimental 
phaseŽ is embodied in the com-
mon assumption that people get 
married, stay monogamous, have 
children, and live happily ever af-
ter. That those who don•t want to 
conform are labelled deviant us-
ing concepts such as sex addiction 
re”ects how little our culture has 
truly moved past heteronormative 
concepts of sexual decency.  
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OTTAWA (CUP) „ Linguistic Dar-
winism, or the unintentional death 
of languages through competition 
and natural selection, has dramati-
cally reduced the number of lan-
guages spoken in the world today. 
Perhaps this is a good thing „ eco-
nomically speaking, a monolingual 
society would be highly e�cient, 
since there would be no commu-
nication barriers. So what are the 
bene“ts of becoming multilingual?

Austrian philosopher Ludwig 
Wittgenstein made the provocative 
assertion, •The limits of my lan-
guage are the limits of my world.Ž 
In light of globalization, though, 
it seems this declaration may no 
longer be relevant. Google, for 
example, is currently developing 
speech-to-speech translation soft-
ware for mobile phones that can in-
terpret spoken words on the spot. 
Even with almost 7,000 languages 
existing worldwide, according to 
Ethnologue language encyclope-
dia, the barriers between them are 
being broken every day. 

However, don•t drop that mod-
ern-language class just yet. Literal 
translation is just the tip of the 
linguistic iceberg, and experts are 
touting the bene“ts „ monetary 
and otherwise „ of multilingual-
ism.

Business English-ization?

Jonathan Calof, an international 
business professor at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, is a specialist in the 
“eld of competitive intelligence. 
He investigates what makes for 
successful international business 
practice.

While English is the lingua fran-
ca of communication today, •the 
[information] that•s available in 
English in a foreign country typi-
cally is super“cial, unless you•re 
in an English-speaking country,Ž 
Calof explained in an interview. •I 
almost consider it a competitive 
disadvantage to only speak one 
[language].Ž

He also pointed out how suc-
cessful communication can trans-
late into a tangible asset.

•Business is based on relation-
ships. It•s [based] more on relation-
ships than anything else,Ž he con-
tinued. •If I speak your language, 
there•s a higher probability that a 
relationship is going to ensue, that 
we•ll understand each other, and 
that a transaction will occur.Ž

Calof gave the example of a 
recent trip he took to China. His 
business contact•s “rst language 
was Chinese, and his second lan-
guage was French.

•I had an English translator, but 
he wouldn•t let her talk at all; he 
wanted to be by my side working 
on his French the whole time.

•We•re still in contact now and 
he•s giving me all sorts of great 
information, and we•ve started a 
relationship because we speak the 
same language, which at that point 

was French,Ž Calof continued.
There is also a certain level of 

cultural understanding and linguis-
tic pro“ciency required to work in 
a di�erent country.

•If you don•t fully understand 
the language, you end up making 
what we call •comical•-type mis-
takes,Ž said Calof. •Like [if you 
go] to Italy and you really want to 
do some trading in “sh, but you 
say •pesche• and you end up with 
peaches instead.Ž

Business literature is brimming 
with example of “rms attempting 
to market products with an inad-
equate grasp of the local language.

•Like Kentucky Fried Chicken 
„ their big thing is •Finger Lickin• 
Good.• They didn•t quite translate 
it right, and it literally was •Eat 
your “ngers o�• Ž in Chinese, Calof 
said. • •Come alive with Pepsi• be-
came •Bring your ancestors back 
from the grave.• In China, that•s 
not going to sell too well.Ž

Our home and native land

It•s reasonable that multilin-
gualism is valuable on the inter-
national level, but if you reside in 
Canada, bilingualism is at the fore-
front of the language debate.

Gilles Grenier is an economics 
professor at the University of Ot-
tawa. He believes that the issue is 
much more nuanced than it seems 
at “rst glance. According to Gre-
nier, statistics show that bilingual 
people usually have higher wages, 
but it•s not clear whether this is a 
direct result of learning a second 
language.

•Is it because they learned a 
second language, or is it because 
people who learn a second lan-
guage also have other abilities?Ž 
Grenier asked. •It•s not certain 
that you get higher wages because 
you•re bilingual.Ž

Danielle Blab, a fourth-year 
international studies and modern 
languages student at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, speaks four lan-
guages and “nds that these skills 
make it easier for her to land a job.

•I•ve gotten hired for jobs on 
the spot, solely based on the fact 
that I•m ”uently bilingual in Eng-
lish and French „ and having Span-
ish as a third language was a total 
asset in a lot of jobs,Ž she said. 
Blab•s fourth language is Arabic, 
and she believes learning languag-
es is important in today•s •global 
village.Ž

With increasing globalization 
and interaction between people of 
di�erent linguistic and ethnic back-
grounds, she believes more multi-
lingualism should be encouraged. 

Indeed, within Canada, the im-
portance of multilingualism seems 
to be gaining ground.

Monica Jezak, a professor at 
the University of Ottawa•s O�cial 
Languages and Bilingualism Insti-
tute, cites Canada•s growing diplo-
matic and commercial exchanges 
internationally as the driving force 
behind this demand for multilin-
gual individuals.

•Since Canada entered NAF-

TA [North American Free Trade 
Agreement], there are many com-
mercial interchanges with South 
America, for example, and obvi-
ously people dealing with those 
things need to be trilingual,Ž she 
explained.

Jezak chalks up the salary dif-
ference between monolingual and 
multilingual people to the linguis-
tic demands on certain jobs.

•It comes with a salary increase 
in the sense that it comes with an 
increase in your responsibilities 
... or what is required from you, 
so those are usually the best-paid 
jobs,Ž she said.

Grenier also acknowledged the 
shifting reality in Canada.

•The ethnic communities, of 
course, we expect them to learn 
English and French . . . but on the 
other hand, we do a lot of trade 
with [China], and in Vancouver, for 
example, a lot of people learn Chi-
nese because it is very useful for 
them to communicate,Ž he noted.

What makes Canada a linguisti-
cally unique nation is the protec-
tion of minority languages in the 
Multiculturalism Act, which aims 
to recognize and preserve cultures 
and languages other than English 
and French within Canada. It is 
becoming increasingly common 
to see banks located in Ottawa•s 
Chinatown, for example, provid-
ing service in Mandarin. Clearly, 
Canada•s linguistic repertoire is 
expanding.

Calof, who sits on various im-
migration boards and multicultural 
committees, also emphasized the 
nationwide demand for multilin-
gual professionals.

•[There is] a domestic require-
ment for almost any profession 
whereby multiple languages allow 
you to more e�ectively do your 
job, and then an international di-
mension where relationships and 
trade really do depend on your 
ability to function in the other lan-
guage,Ž he said.

It•s easier to mingle when you•re 
multilingual

Jezak noted the signi“cant im-
pact of the patriotic origins of Ca-
nadian bilingualism.

•On [a] community level, I 
think it•s very interesting for a so-
ciety to have both French and Eng-
lish communities interchanging,Ž 
she said. •I bet if we didn•t have 
the French twist, we•d be more 
like Americans „ which is not the 
case.Ž

Culturally speaking, language 
is about more than just conveying 
a message, as it also encapsulates 
a particular worldview. Grenier 
referred to this as the dual role of 
language.

•[Language] is a means of com-
munication, and if it was only a 
means of communication then 
there would be a bene“t of using 
only one language,Ž he said. •But 
it is also part of a culture, and it•s 
important to keep that alive.Ž

Both Jezak and Grenier agree 
that multilingual people can act as 

cultural intermediaries and build 
•bridgesŽ between communities.

Conversely, Calof argued that 
he found this to be a risky assump-
tion.

•I know people that are really 
good in both languages . . . and so 
you would naturally assume (their 
linguistic knowledge is) culturally 
based, but (it•s) not,Ž he explained. 
•So what happens is that the oth-
er side expects them to behave a 
certain way, assuming that they•re 
from that region, and when they 
don•t do it they can actually get a 
little more mad than (they would) 
at someone who was speaking only 
one language.Ž

In this regard, Calof stresses 
the importance of culturally-based 
language acquisition. 

•No one expects me when I•m 
in China to act Chinese „ they 
know I•m not „ but I better have 
a healthy respect for the culture,Ž 
he said. •I mean, I can blow the 
language, but if I blow some of the 
taboos culturally, there is really no 
going back.Ž

Although languages constantly 
evolve „ and sometimes even die 
but remain academically alive, like 
Latin „ it seems a growing number 
of people are learning multiple lan-
guages. And for the most part, the 
required pro“ciency to meaning-

Can you understand me now?
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fully operate in a language limits 
the number of languages we may 
acquire. A cursory knowledge of 
“ve languages, for example, may 
be less valuable than a mastery of 
just two. 

According to Jezak, the re-
sources to learn French in a cultur-
ally based environment are fairly 
accessible throughout Canada, 
•while they do not exist in mono-
lingual countries.Ž Canada•s colo-
nial history „ and the country•s 
notorious reputation for hyper-po-
liteness „ led the nation to devel-
op countless laws and regulations 
aimed precisely at protecting this 
accessibility.

The O�cial Languages Act and 
its purported dedication to pro-
moting the equality of English and 
French a�rm the constitutionally 
protected bilingual nature of this 
nation. Moreover, since bilingual-
ism is required for many jobs in 
Canada and around the world, this 
raises the question: why not learn 
French?

While there is not necessarily a 
clear, quanti“able bene“t of learn-
ing an additional language, Jezak 
aptly summed up the bene“ts of 
multilingualism in one sentence.

•The more languages you have, 
the more windows open for you to 
the world.Ž
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The UNB Varsity Reds were 
looking at an undefeated season 
and another run at the national 
championship, making it their 
third in four years. The StFX X-
Men, however, had other plans. 

After spoiling the team•s un-
defeated record in the last game 
of the regular season, the X-Men 
upset New Brunswick, ranked 
number one in the nation for 
most of the season, in a three to 
nothing sweep of the AUS semi-
“nal.

During the season, the X-
Men faced o� against UNB with 
mixed results, losing a narrow 
four to three overtime decision 
at Oland stadium and also fac-
ing a nine to three thrashing 
in front of the New Brunswick 
home crowd. 

The X-Men were able to turn 
it on where it counted, winning 
four in a row over UNB, crawling 
back from a three nothing de“cit 

to win four to three and spoil the 
UNB perfect season, and then 
win three straight games by a 
score of three to two to shut the 
door on the Varsity Reds in the 
best-of-“ve series.

Phil Mangan, a second year 
center out of Ontario, had four 
goals in the series. He knew that 
the UNB series would be tough 
but he believes beating them in 
the last game of the season made 
a di�erence going in against the 
top team.

•I believe we were a con“dent 
team all year long against UNB, 
we just didn•t capitalize on our 
chances until the last game.  We 
always played them tough and 
when we came back from a three 
nothing de“cit in that last meet-
ing of the regular season with 
them it de“nitely gave us some 
con“dence but also made every-
body aware of how we have to 
play in order to beat UNB.Ž

The X-Men played solid de-
fensive hockey over the course 
of the series. According to “rst 
year goaltender Bryan Gillis, 

the team•s success was built on 
solid defence and capitalising on 
o�ensive chances.

•I think our success so far 
in playo�s is due to our defen-
sive commitments in both ends 
of the ice and buying into our 
teams systems and also being 
opportunistic. The guys on the 
team are doing a great job of 
recognizing what opponents are 
on the ice and limiting our oppo-
nents• opportunities to low-risk 
shots from the outside.Ž

Mangan agrees, crediting Gil-
lis and the defence as a big part 
of the team•s success.

•As far as the team•s biggest 
strength in the playo�s, it would 
by far be our defensive coverage 
in our own end.  Everyone has 
been •strivingŽ o� our goaltend-
ing which also gives us a burst of 
con“denceŽ

The X-Men were outshot 31-
25 in game one, a whopping 31-6 
in game two and 33-23 in game 
three. Gillis, who was thrown 
into the starting spot late in the 
season with the injury to num-

ber one goaltender Joey Per-
ricone, has conducted himself 
very well, holding up his end of 
the ice while the o�ense hunts 
for opportunities.

Throughout the playo�s, 
the X-Men have been success-
ful on special teams. Although 
this was an area of struggle at 
some points in the season, the 
StFX team turned it into a big 
strength, converting on a quar-
ter of their power plays while 
holding opponents to just two 
goals in twenty “ve power play 
opportunities.

Mangan points to the penalty 
kill as a major contributor to the 
team•s playo� success.

•Special teams have been a 
huge key for us and have often 
determined the outcomes of 
our games, on penalty killing, 
especially. Gillis, our goalie, has 
been a rock in net and our pen-
alty killers have been dedicated 
to blocking shots and sacri“cing 
themselves in order for us to 
win.Ž  

Gillis also emphasises the im-

portance of the penalty kill. 
•Guys on the penalty kill have 

been great at blocking shots and 
doing a great job of taking away 
time and space from our oppo-
nents,Ž he says. 

Both Gillis and Mangan both 
agree that the battle has not yet 
been won. 

Gillis explains: •We can•t be-
come complacent with our ac-
complishments of just making 
the “nals. We will need to con-
tinue to buy in to our coach•s 
systems and continue to be dis-
ciplined and commit ourselves 
to our roles on the ice.Ž 

Mangan says that the key to 
success will be to continue to 
play at a high level and stick to 
the game plan.  

With the win over UNB, the 
X-Men advance to the AUS Final 
and face o� against the CIS num-
ber eight ranked Saint Mary•s 
Huskies. Game one and two were 
played on March 7 and 9, after 
the print deadline. Game three 
will be held Monday, March 15 
at Saint Mary•s.
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Varsity Reds singing the blues
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VICTORIA (CUP) „ Nestled in 
the heart of downtown Victoria 
lies the Grupo Axé Capoeira Acad-
emy, the only one of its kind on 
Vancouver Island.

Capoeria is an incredibly 
unique acrobatic martial art played 
with music that was originated in 
Brazil by African slaves and dates 
back over 175 years.

In 1982, Mestre Barrão start-
ed Axé Capoeira, a branch of the 
original Capoeira. Barrão later 
moved to Vancouver and started 
Canada•s “rst Axé Capoeira acad-
emy.

It was there that Kevin Brett, 
instructor of the Victoria acad-
emy, started his training and 
worked his way up the belts.

Victoria•s Axé Capoeira acad-
emy started in 2001, but didn•t 
“nd a home until Brett met Darcy 
Dommett and the two started 
what is now Studio 4 Athletics.

Axé means •positive life forceŽ 
in Portugese; Brett feels every-
thing they do in and outside of the 
academy re”ects that statement.

•In the rodaŽ „ the circle that 
the Capoeira•s dancing occurs in 
„ •you go back and forth with your 

partner and it•s a microcosm for 
life,Ž says Brett. •Something gets 
thrown at you and you take just 
enough energy to avoid it.Ž

The metaphor is often lost on 
people who ask why the oppo-
nents never hit each other.

•You don•t do that in life,Ž says 
Brett. •You take some con”ict 
head-on, but for the most part you 
just let it go by you.Ž

Brett is aware that Axé Ca-
poeira gets stereotyped as being 
more ”ash and ”ips than anything 
else, but that doesn•t bother him. 
He knows that there•s more to the 
sport than that.

•If you want to learn to do ”ips, 
go be a gymnast,Ž says Brett. •If 
you want to learn to play music, 
go to the conservatory. If you 
want to “ght people, go to a dojo. 
If you want to be a well-rounded 
individual, come here.Ž

Axé Capoeira requires stu-
dents to play music for the roda, 
sing along in Portugese, train with 
training pads, and hone aerobatic 
skills. Once students have these 
skills, they can pass them along to 
others.

•This is an academy where 
you come to learn to teach,Ž says 
Brett.

The popularity of Axé Capoei-
ra is rising and people are taking 

notice. Marcus Aurelio, a Capoei-
rist from Vancouver, rose to You-
Tube fame overnight with a mixed 
martial arts (MMA) knockout us-
ing one of the most basic kicks in 
Capoeira.

Aurelio•s brother, Vinicius, 
caught the eye of Dana White, 
president of the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship, during the tryouts 
of The Ultimate Fighter, an MMA 
competition and reality show. 
White was ba�ed and amazed at 
Vinicius• style, accepting him into 
the contest.

And while there•s potential 
that MMA “ghters could start en-
tering his academy, Brett says he 
would welcome them but he•s not 
optimistic that they would prac-
tice the art of Capoeira on a long-
term basis.

•This is a place where you work 
on every part of yourself, just not 
“ghting,Ž says Brett. •Being part 
of Axé Capoeira is a lifetime com-
mitment.Ž

Each year Brett and his stu-
dents host a Batizado „ Portugese 
for •baptismŽ „ for over 200 Ca-
poeirists from all over the globe. 
This is a time where new belts are 
handed out, workshops are held, 
and events are opened to the pub-
lic to showcase the culture behind 
Capoeira.
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Behind the ”ash and 
”ips of Capoeira
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Vacation time. Typically a time 
for rest and relaxation, it•s a 
time when someone is able to 
unwind from the daily grind and 
rejuvenate. 

Therefore it may seem a little 
counter intuitive right o� the 
start to think of working out 
while on vacation in the “rst 
place, because there is certainly 
no rest directly involved with ex-
ercise. 

However, many people on 
vacation seek out opportunities 
to mix exercise into their vaca-
tion plans, whether by keeping 
up with their current work out 
plans, or by trying out new ac-

tivities while away from their 
normal routines. 

Clearly there are great rea-
sons to be exercizing while on 
vacation; for one, you are proba-
bly in some place that is warmer 
and more motivating than your 
current surroundings. 

Second of all, there is little or 
no work to be done throughout 
the day, so you have no need to 
worry about not having the time 
to go for a jog, or taking part in a 
little yoga in the morning. Above 
all, being on vacation is a time 
to break out of dull daily routine, 
and so there•s no better time to 
start a new, and healthy, daily 
routine. 

However, some of the rea-
sons  why exerscising is so at-
tractive to those on vacation are 

also exactly what leads to some, 
shall we say, dissatisfaction with 
the experience. 

Some people may take to an 
activity, whether it is going for 
a jog, hitting hotel the weight 
machine, or going on an adven-
terous bicycle ride, which is be-
yond their physical abilities at 
the time.

 They push themselves too 
hard in one day, and then “nd 
they are too sore the next day to 
continue on, or even enjoy their 
vacation at all because let•s face 
it, there is nothing too pleasant 
about being too sore to stand or 
walk while on your time o�. 

In addition, those who are 
already active may push them-
selves too far, with activities 
that are beyond their abilities; 
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From March 11 to 14, StFX will 
be hosting the top six women•s 
hockey teams in the country in 
the CIS Women•s Hockey Cham-
pionship. As the host team, the 
X-Women automatically receive a 
berth to the championship, mak-
ing this their “fth appearance in 
the “nal in six years.

The CIS #5 ranked X-Women 
had a stellar season with 18 wins, 
two losses and four overtime 
losses. Their star studded squad 
includes defense Suzanne Fen-
erty and Marilynn Hay, forwards 
Carolyn Campbell and Jessica 
Shanahan, AUS rookie of the year 
Abygail Laking and all rookie de-
fense Jenna Downey.

Stunned by underdog Saint 
Mary•s Huskies in the AUS semi 

“nal, the X-Women were elimi-
nated from playo� contention but 
they may have another crack at 
the Huskies again this weekend, 
as the Halifax team managed an 
upset over Moncton in the league 
“nal, earning them the AUS berth 
to the national championship.

The undisputed favourite 
heading into the championship 
is CIS #1 ranked McGill. The 
Martlets have won 83 straight 
conference games and the past 
two CIS championships. Led by 
Cathy Chartrand, past CIS gold 
medalist, CIS tournament MVP 
and member of the Canadian 
women•s national team, McGill 
will be the team to beat, and the 
team that fans don•t want to miss, 
this weekend.

Also representing the Quebec 
league in the CIS Championship 
is Montreal. The sole franco-
phone team in the league, this is 

the “rst year that Montreal has 
“elded a team in women•s hock-
ey. With a 13-6-1 record, a sec-
ond place ranking in the QSSF, 
a place in the CIS top 10 and a 
berth to the national champion-
ship, the Carabins could say that 
they had a pretty successful “rst 
season. They will be hungry to 
add to their success this week-
end.

Rounding out the six team 
tournament will be the winners 
of the OUA “nal and the Canada 
West “nal. The OUA “nal is be-
tween CIS #2 ranked Wilfred 
Laurier and Guelph. The Canada 
West “nal pits the University of 
Alberta against Manitoba for the 
sixth straight year.

The action starts with game 
one at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 11, and wraps up with the 
gold medal game at 6:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.
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Working out while on vacation
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just think of all of those enticing 
extreme sports that can be found 
while on vacation, and that could 
wreak havoc on one•s body. 

Basically the main thing to 
remember about working out 
while on vacation is to know, and 
remain within your own limits; 
if you don•t run when you•re at 
home, don•t go on vacation and 
try to start your morning with a 
15K sprint along the beach. 

Vacations are a great time to 
try out some new activities, and 
perhaps to start a habitual work-
out routine that you can con-
tinue on with during your home 
life. So next time you take o� 
to the sun and sand, remember 
that jogging down the beach can 
help you unwind just as much as 
those hours of tan time.
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With a Vegas-like show of Canadi-
ana and an Avril Lavigne concert, 
the 2010 Winter Olympics in Van-
couver came to a close. With the 
dust still settling from the na-
tionwide party following Sidney 
Crosby•s overtime goal to win 
the men•s hockey gold medal and 
put Canada in the Olympic record 
book, the time has come for us to 
evaluate this year•s Olympics.

It started with tragedy, the 
death of Georgian luge athlete 
Nodar Koemaritasjvili came be-
fore he even had the opportu-

nity to march into the opening 
ceremonies with his country-
men. The team withdrew from 
the Olympics, after attending 
the opening ceremonies wearing 
black armbands.

The opening ceremonies 
themselves didn•t go o� without 
a hitch, with the hydraulic sys-
tem failing to raise one of the 
pillars on the Olympic cauldron. 
The outdoor Olympic cauldron, 
though it did have all of its pil-
lars, didn•t escape criticism ei-
ther. Fans ”ocked harbourside to 
see the ”ame, only to be disap-
pointed by a chain link fence that 
kept them far from the Olympic 
symbol.

The weather was warm, and 
events had to be postponed due 
to rain and lack of snow. A fa-
cility at Cypress Mountain was 

deemed unsafe for spectators 
and thousands of seats had to 
be eliminated. The British press 
panned Vancouver, saying that 
was in danger of earning the title 
•the worst games ever.Ž

With the home country•s med-
al count far from what was prom-
ised by the end of the “rst week, 
Canadians began to question 
Own the Podium, the program 
that directed millions in funding 
to the Canadian Olympic team 
and helped develop special tech-
nology and training strategies de-
signed to help us win the gold.

In the end, it seems that all 
Canadians really needed to do 
was follow Nikki Yanofsky•s lead 
and believe. In the second week, 
Canada hit the mother lode, end-
ing up with the most Olympic 
gold medals earned, not just by 

a host country, but ever in Olym-
pic history. 

All through the Olympics, Ca-
nadians were “nishing higher in 
the standings than ever before. 
In the end, Canada “nished with 
26 medals, two higher than in our 
outstanding performance at Tu-
rin in 2006.

By all accounts from athletes 
and coaches and people at the 
games, everybody, it seems, but 
a few reporters, the games were 
phenomenal.

The courage shown by Canadi-
an skater Joannie Rochette, who 
went on to win a bronze medal in 
the wake of her mother•s sudden 
death, was inspiring. 

The journey to the gold med-
al game and overtime win by 
the men•s hockey team was sen-
sational. Kevin Martin and his 

curling rink cruised undefeated 
through the entire Olympic tour-
nament and the forced stoppage 
of play to listen to the entire are-
na spontaneously sing •O Canada• 
in the last end of the gold medal 
game made the most modest of 
fans swell with national pride.

The Olympic Games let Can-
ada show the world that we can 
be the best. We showed the world 
our beautiful country; we showed 
the world that we can pull o� the 
world class event of world class 
events. 

Not only can we host the 
event, but we can walk away with 
the most crowned winter Olym-
pic champions ever. With the 
Vancouver Olympics over, British 
press be damned, there is noth-
ing else Canadians can say but 
that it was a success.

What do you call it when the host walks away with all the gold medals?
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X-Men hockey forward Matthew Bragg 
was named the StFX Male Athlete of the 
Week for the week ending March 7, 2010. 

Matt, a second year arts student from 
Newmans Cove, NF played a strong game for 
the X-Men in AUS semi-“nal Game 3 where 
StFX defeated UNB 3-2 to sweep the series 
3-0. Matt scored the X-Men•s second goal in 
the 2nd period to put them ahead 2-0 in the 
game. 

He currently has 1 goal and 3 assists in 
6 playo� games to date and has been a key 
player in the X-Men•s playo� lineup upon re-
turn from a recent injury.  
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